St. George’s Episcopal Church
105 East D Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

OfficeHours: 9:00a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Mon. through Fri.
OfficePhone: (618) 233-6320

For pastoral care after office hours, contact

Fr. Dale Coleman at 213-6071

OfficeE-mail: stgeorgeoffice@sbeglobd .net

Website: http://stgeor ges.wor dpress.com

Church Officers
Priegt-in-Charge—TheRev. DdeD. Coleman, Jr.
Rector’sWar den— Tom Boschert
Parish\Warden— BrianMaves
Treasurer — RuthWeber
Clerk of theVestry —Kim Chrigt
Rector Emeritus— TheRev. Canon Elliot H. Blackburn

VesryMembers
Classof 2008  Classof 2009 Classof 2010
TomBoschert  EllenBlackburn Robert Hal

Dan Duncan Maryann Fernandez Ed Parsons
JmGillipie BrianMaves George Schneider



Nomination for Vestry, Synod, or Deanery

Nominee’sName:

Nominationfor (chooseone): Vestry Synod Deanery

Why do you think the nominee should be considered for thisposition?

Pleaselist offices, organizations, or projectsinwhich thenominee hasbeen active:

Doesthe nominee know you are nominating him/her?  Yes No

Your Name:

Deadline for nominationsis December 19™.

r--------------------------------1
I MILITARY CARE PACKAGE ENROLLMENT I
I The Evangelism Committee sends care packagesto deployed military. Military don’t haveto be I

parish members or Episcopalian. To enroll someone, fill out thisform & put in collection basket.

I Name:
I Address:
|

I

: Deployed to , from / / to / /
I Branch of Military: Denomination:
I Allergies/Dislikes:
|
I
L

Submitted by:
--------------------------------‘
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OPPORTUNITY

Red CrossBlood Drive

St. George'swill again host aBlood Drive by theAmerican Red Crosson
Sunday, December 21st from 9:00 am. to 1:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.

A frequent reason for deferral hasbeen alow iron level in prospective
donor’sblood. If you are borderline and would like to boost your iron level, try
the following suggestions from the American Red Cross:

--Seek out daily physical activity such asbrisk walking. Regular, steady activity
encourages the marrow to produce more blood cells.
--Minimize smoking; smoking bindsup the oxygen-carrying capacity of the blood.
--Eat meat, seafood, or poultry along with foods containing Vitamin C at the
samemeal. Search out and consumeiron-rich foods.

Donorscan beasyoung as 16, but will need asigned parental consent form
if under 18.

December isalwaysacritical time for the blood supply as donors are often
busy with holiday shopping, Christmas parties, and so forth. The St. Louisareahas
ademand of about 1000 units of blood per month. Thisdemandsvarieslittle
throughout the year. Blood products are needed by accident victims, cancer
patients, and surgical patients. From my experience asablood donor, it means
something special when | hear of someone being helped by adonation or being
thanked be someonewho hasreceived ablood or platel et transfusion.

Sunday morningisanideal timeto donate.

Thereisusually aline after the 10:30 service

S0 you may want to consider donating before Ever Green
the service. Donating takes 45 minutesto an _
hour. Itisasimpleway to giveagreat Christmas Memorial envelopes
gift to someone in need because of an accident or for Christmasgreenery
Sick with cancer. aremthepewsand must
If you have questions about thedrive, ?(;ttﬁ ;ﬁ;ﬁéﬁ?m
please call Frank Rogersat 277-1406. We hope includedinthe Christmas
to see you there. R bulldins
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NEWS& NOTES

Green Needed to Banish Red

Asthe end of the 2008 year approaches, our parish is projecting a$16,000
operating deficit. Every incomeareafor St. George'sisdown compared to
budgeted income. Pledge and plate offerings are down about $20,000. Interest
earned on our trust fund isdown. Even donationsto cover the expense of coffee
hour aredown.

While some of the current deficit is expected to be recouped during
November and December, treasurer Ruth Ann Weber said historic trendsand the
current economic conditions make a$16,000 deficit likely. The 2008 budget had
anticipated a $6,000 deficit. Church reserve funds can cover the projected deficit;
however, the deficit coupled with pledgesfor 2009 will create budget problems
for thenew year.

The Stewardship & Finance Commission and Vestry work to develop a
bal anced budget each year but fluctuationsoccur. Church financeshave stayed
fairly constant over theyears. During the search for anew priest, pledgesfor
2008 dropped from the preceding year. In 2008 there were 94 pledging units
offering $187,000 in pledges. Currently the pledge drive for 2009 has 86
pledging unitswith $187,000 pledged.

We expect the number of pledging unitsfor 2009 to increase and hopefully
that will get our budget back on track.

--Tom Boschert
Senior Warden

Annual Meeting 25 January

Our yearly Parish meeting will be on Sunday, January 25th, right after the
luncheon served after the 10:30 service. Resolutions should bein by the end of
December.

Commission chairs and Parish officers, annual reports must get to the
officeno later than Friday, January 16 to be included in the published report.
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[Vestry, continued from page 15]

Planning Meeting—Tom stated that Todd Hall wasbooked. He asked if the Vestry
wouldliketo havea*winter charger weekend” for planning for entire church. Wecould
meet in groupsafter apot luck on aFriday night and continuethrough Saturday. Father Dae
felt thiswould bearenewing event for the parish and would like more feedback from the
parish regarding wherethey want to have St. George’' sfocuson moving inthefuture.
November 22nd was proposed asthe possibledate. Wewill check further.

Nominating Committee—Tomand Jmwill beleaving. Will need threenew
members, onereplacement for Ellen at the annua meeting.

Tim Paeltz made awritten presentation to the Vestry for asmall theater group to
present It'saWonderful Lifeat the church. TheVestry will ook into thisfurther and get
back with Tim.

Father Daleled the closing prayer and the meeting was adjourned.

Saint Nick to Visit December 7th

. Nicholas has checked hisschedule. Hewill be abletovisit St. George's
ontheday after hisfeast day.

Thisfourth-century bishop wasareal person whowasborninAsiaMinor
(whereTurkey isnow) when it was part of the Roman Empire. Like &t. George, St
Nicholaslived when the Emperor Diocletian ordered Christiansto be punished.
Nicholaswas put in prison and treated badly, but (unlike George) was not killed.
When anew Emperor, Constantine, decided that Christianswere okay, Nicholasand
alot of other bishops met in the city of Nicaeain 325 to make clear just what
Christiansdo and do not believe. (What Nicholas and the other bishops agreed on
became part of the Nicene Creed, which we say together every Sunday.) When St.
Nick comesto our church on December 7th, be sureto ask him what they said abou
Ariusat the First Council of Nicaea

Bishop Nicholaswasknown for giving away hismoney to help poor people.
One story istold of how he secretly tossed three bags of gold down achimney to
save three young women from slavery. Other stories say that he rescued asailor
from drowning and children from amurderer. We don’'t know if the many stories
about him areall true, but we do know that Nicholas became one of Christianity’s
best-loved saints, with many cheerful customskept on his December 6th feast day.
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Advent Forum Topic: Community Ministries

Outreach ministriesand anew city-wideinitiativeto identify and support
church service programswill be thetopic for the Adult Forum during Advent.

Parishioner George Evans, who overseesthe &t. George's-St. Mark Food
Pantry, will discussthe pantry’swork on December 7th. Jim Schneider, an official
on Belleville Mayor Mark Eckert’s staff, will visit on the 14th to explainthecity’s
initiative to bring together faith communitiesin common purposeto servethe
needy. On the 21st Fr. Dale Coleman will discussthe theology of service.

Advent and the coming of Christmasare an apt timetotalk about service,
about living out God'sloveintheworld. That’swhat God Himself did! — took on
human flesh and cameto Earth as Emmanuel, God-with-us. Among other things,
God-with-us surely meansthe stirring up of Hisspirit of giving and His protecting
hand on thosein need.

Thistimely series offerslively conversation, strong coffee, and food for
thought! Plan to join us— the discussion will be better if you arethere.

[Vestry, continued from page 4]

goneto the board meeting and wasimpressed with how well it wasrun.

TheLiturgy Commission reported that Cindy Lynk istaking over the scheduling of
chalicebearersandlay readers.

The Spiritual Enrichment Commission reported that Lynette Schneider hastaken over
the prayer shawl ministry and that severa peoplehave beeninvolved with the Fallen Soldiers
Program and we have gotten positive feedback.

Property: Discussed the sound system. Tom hasasked Chris Treadwell about the
microphones. Our micsplugintotheold system. Chriswill seeif we canrewirethenew mics
into the system. Wearelooking at 4 lavaliereand 2 handheld mics.

The Education Commission reported that Frank and Betsy Rogersareproposing a
bonfireat Fern Glen on November 1st; that ChrisAlthoff will be doing the Halloween party;
and that Father wantsto meet with theteachersto see how thingsare going.

Tom Boschert presented Communion by-lawswihich were approved after discussion.

Tom Boschert presented a Priest-in-Charge job description that he had formul ated
with Fr. Dale. After discussion, the Vestry voted to accept thejob description.

[Vestry continues on page 16]
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OPPORTUNITIES

Common Threads

Toall involved or looking to become
involvedinthe &t. George's& . Mark
Prayer Shawl Ministry:

Thereisanew sign-up sheet on
thekiosk intheparishhall. Evenif you
have signed up before, please place
your name, phone number, e-mail
address, etc. onthesheet. | amtrying
to get everything updated from when
Carol Belt retired. If thereareany
guestions, please contact me, Lynette
Schneider, at (618) 416-2234 or
MingTaoQR@aol.com.

A good hit of yarn donated to the
prayer shawl ministry isin the cabinet
intheparish hall. Also, thereisabox
of needles of all sizesand types. If
anyonewantstheyarn or needlesto
work with, please help yourself.

In the same cabinet thereare
needl epoint hoops and patternsfor
painting on sweatshirts. If youare
interested in the patterns, please help
yourself. If you know of some
community center that can usewhat has
been | eft, please sharewiththem. The
cabinetisgetting full and it would be
nice to pass those donated items on to
those who can usethem.

-L.S.
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Parishioners, your
2009 weekly offering
envelopes will be in the
Canterbury Room
starting Dec. 7th.

OPPORTUNITIES

Nominate Soon

Parishioners are
invited to submit namesfor
theVestry, Synod, or Deanery.
AttheAnnual Meeting
parishioners will elect three
Vestry members, five Synod
delegates, and two Deanery
delegates.

Nomineesmust be
confirmed communicantsin
good standing at St. George's,
regular in attendance at
worship, and faithful in
working, praying, and giving
for the spread of the Kingdom
of God.

Turn nominationforms
(p. 19) in to the Parish Office
by December 19th.

Lessons& Carols
On Sunday, December 7th, St.

George'sAdult Choir will participateinthe
Advent Lessons & Carolsserviceat Christ
Church Cathedral on Locust Streetin St.
Louis. Many choirsfrom Episcopal
churchesinthe Greater St. Louisarea
participate. The service beginsat 6:00 p.m.
Comejoin usat thisbeautiful and
ingpirational service!

The Editor very much regrets the inclusion of

doggerelin this issue and cannot imagine how

such an editorial lapse took place.

The Gifting Tree

A sight you may not often see
Is poster acting like a tree,

A tree that grows in narthex room
Like 2-D cardboard Tannenboom,

A tree that doesin Advent wear
The names of childrenin its hair,

A tree that tells the Christmas hopes
Of kids whose lives are on the ropes,

A treewho bids, by Advent Three,
Your presents back in Canterb'ry.

Poems are made by fools like me,
But only you can prevent
Christmas Day disappointment.
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OPPORTUNITIES

Elderhoste at Toddhall

Toddhall announces an opportunity for people over 55 from St George' St
Mark to participatein an Elderhostel event at areduced cost.

Jerusalem: from Perspective of Christian, Jew, and Muslim

Sunday, Dec. 7th: Overview evening.

Monday, Dec. 8th: Christian Perspective; busto cathedral in St Louiswith
presentation and tour

Tuesday, Dec. 9th: Muslim Perspective; busto mosgue with presentation and tour

Wednesday, Dec. 10th: Jewish Perspective; busto synagogue with presentation
and tour

Thursday, Dec. 11th: Morning panel discussion, with question & answer session,
among the three instructors who presented/toured their faith tradition earlier in
theweek.

Meas areincluded in the cost of $250 per person. If interested please
contact Tom Heiting (281-394-852) or John Forister (799-9996).

Capital Ideas

God hasblessed St George' swith wonderful property and facilities. As
good stewards of God's giftswe must consider how to maintain our facilities.
Your Vestry has started looking at several big projects needing attentionand is
prayerfully considering the need for aCapital Campaign to raisethe resources
needed to continue our ministry inthe community.

Thismonth, your Vestry continuesto look for parishioners ableto devote
time and talentsto aCapital Campaign committee. If you areinterested, please
talk with Tom Boschert, Brian Maves, or any Vestry member.
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St. George’s Episcopal Church
2008-2009

CHRISTMAS & EPIPHANY SCHEDULE

Sunday, December 21
Advent 4
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. Church School
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Christmas Pageant

Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve
5:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eucharist;
Choristers will sing
I11:00 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Celebration of the
Holy Eucharist; music beginning at 10:40 p.m.

Thursday, December 25
Christmas Day
10:30 am Holy Eucharist

Sunday December 28, 2008
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Child care provided No church school

Sunday, January 4, 2009
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Tuesday, January 6, 2009
Epiphany
7:00 p.m. Joint Holy Eucharist with St. Mark Lutheran

Invitea Friend!

Spend Christmas
withfamily andfriendshere
at St. George's. The
Evangdism Committeeis
makingitalittleeasier to
inviteafriend or neighbor to
celebratethe Christmas
seasonwithusat St
George's. Wehave
designedaninvitationfor
youtodropinaChristmas
card and sendto afriend.
You'll find theseinvitations
inthebulletinandinthe
Canterbury roomearly in
Advent. Pleasethink of at
least onelocal personyou
can send aChristmascard
withtheinvitationtovist St
George'sduringthe
Christmas season.

-M.Z.
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December Parish Calendar

Nov. 26 Joint Thanksgiving Service 7:00 p.m. — Calvary L utheran Church
Nov. 27-28 Thanksgiving Day —Office Closed
Dec. 1 Toddhall Board Meeting—7:00 p.m. —Conf Rm
Order of St. Luke—7:00 p.m.
Dec. 2 Wonderful Life Rehearsal — 7:00 p.m. — Parish Hall
Dec. 4 WEDG Dinner —6:30 pm — Fischer’s
Wonderful Life Rehearsal — 7:00 p.m. — Parish Hall
Dec. 6 Advent Quiet Day Luncheon—12 Noon—Parish Hall
First Meditation — 12:45 p.m. — Chapel
Set up for Bookstore Christmas Sale
Dec. 7 Christmas Bookstor e Sale — Parish Hall
Choir at Lesson & Carolsat Christ Church Cathedral —6:00 p.m.
Wonderful Life Rehearsal - 7:00 p.m. Parish Hall
S. Mark Annual Meeting - Chapel
Dec. 8 Vestry — 7:00 p.m. — Conf Rm
Dec. 9 Wonderful Life Rehearsal — 7:00 p.m. —Parish Hall
Dec. 11 It'saWonderful Life Performance— 7:00 p.m. — Parish Hall
Dec. 12 It'saWonderful Life Performance— 7:00 p.m. — Parish Hall
Dec. 13 It'saWonderful Life Performance—2:30 p.m. — Parish Hall
Dec. 20 Altar Guild Cleaning Day
Dec. 21 Red Cross Blood Drive—9:00 am.-1:00 p.m. — Parish Hall
Christmas Pageant at the 10:30 service
Choir retreat — 12:00-2:30 p.m. — Parish Hall
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve — Office closed — No 9:30 am. service
Children’sEucharist at 5:00 p.m.
10:40 p.m. Pre-Service Music
11:00 p.m. Festival Celebration of Holy Eucharist
Dec. 25 Christmas Day — Office closed — 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Dec. 26 Office closed
Dec. 31 No 9:30 am. service
Jan. 1 Office closed
Jan. 6 Epiphany-Holy Eucharist with St. Mark-7:00 p.m.
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Many Thanks...

...to everyonewho ordered chili and pies
from the Youth Group to help raise funds
...to Frank and Betsy Rogersfor letting the
Sunday School havethe Fall Celebration at
their Fern Glen cabin. Thetreeswere
beautiful, the weather wasgreat, and the
bonfirewasbig. It could not have been
more perfect. Thanksfor your generosity.

Travel Bulletins
Thanks, Anonymous, for the bulletin from
St. Francis Xavier (College) Church on
the campusof Saint LouisUniversity.

Thank you, Shirley Helber, for bulletin
and newletter from Trinity Episcopal
Churchin Owensboro, Kentucky. With
the newdl etter was a pledge and
commitment card that asks membersto
“...commit aportion of [their] timeto
God in someform of prayer and scripture
study...” andto“...prayerfully accept the
challenge of taking astep towardsthe
biblical tithe...” Theback of thisbright
orange 8x5 card lists the ministries of
the church, divided into categories of
Worship, Outreach, Christian Education,
etc. Thecard asksmember to“..mark
those ministriesin which you are
currently involved and any inwhich you
would beinterested in participating.”

Pageant Set for Dec 21

Littlelambsand shepherdswill
beflocking to Bethlehem on thefourth
Sunday inAdvent asthe &t. George's
Sunday School presentsaChristmas
Pageant based on St. Luke sgospel.

Thestory will befilledwith
familiar charactersand thefirst verses
of Christmassongsweall know. It
should beafun presentation for
everyone and Father hasgracioudy
givenupthetimefor hissermon sowe
will beableto enjoy the pageant.

Everyoneisaskedtobring
some Christmas cookies so we can
continueour specia day during pre-
Christmas coffee hour reception for our
cast of littleplayers.

--T.B.

Editor's Note: There are no little parts, only little
players. Especially if they drink the coffee.

Contributions or pledge payments
must by received by the church
office no later than Dec. 31st to
count as a 2008 tax deduction.

Trangtion

The season of Advent begins
on November 30th!

Have a bulletin to share? Write your name on it
and place itin folder marked “Dragon” in the wall
file on the landing between classrooms & offices.
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“Scar city and Abundance” Theme of Advent Quiet Day

Does December takes on acertain manic aspect for you? Do you long for
abreak from thefrenzy of shopping, cooking and partying? Do you find yoursel f
submerged in preparing for “the holidays’ and unableto preparefor the coming of
Jesus? St. George's Spiritual Growth Commission can help!

“Scarcity and Abundance” will bethetheme Saturday, December 6th, as
the Rev. GwynneK. Schultz of Sister Bay, Wisconsin, leadsthisyear’sAdvent
Quiet Day. The commission offersthe Quiet Day as an opportunity for reflection
and spiritual growth in the midst of theyear’sbusiest time.

Gwynne Schultzisapastor inthe United Church of Christ. Shehasa
master in divinity degreefrom Union Theological Seminary, New York City, and
completed ayear’s study at the Shalem Institute for Spiritual Formationin
Washington, D.C. Formerly of SantaBarbara, California, shewasfounder and
facilitator of the Stillpoint Center for Spirituality aswell as Centerpoint, a
training program for spiritual directors. She hasled numerousretreats and
programsfor spiritual growth.

The program will begin with asimple luncheon of homemade soupsand
breadsat 12 noon in the parish hall. Gwynne’'s meditationswill begin at 12:45
p.m. inthe chapel. A period of quiet timefor reflection and prayer will follow
each meditation. Theday will concludewith abrief prayer service.

We will arrange for child care if those wishing it will register on the
form (p. 14) or call the office, 233-6321, no later than Dec. 4 to request it.

Scarcity and abundance seem especially appropriate themes, bothinthis
year of economic uncertainty and in this season, when we anticipate yet again the
manifestation of God'sabundant lovefor usinthe gift of His Son. Come apart
with us! — and prepareto receive the Christ asHe comesto usonce again asan
infant in Bethlehem.

-E.R.

A flower chart for 2009 is posted on the kiosk in the Parish Hall.
Altar flowers cost $40. Sanctuary lights may be reserved for $5.
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DAYSTO CELEBRATE

Birthdays!

12/15 DanaMeyer
12/15 Brandon Walters
12/16 Julie Mathus
12/17 Kevin Korte
12/18 Audrey King
12/18 Becky Korte
12/18 Rosemary Paeltz
12/19 Dr. DanGillen
12/19 Eddy Lynk

12/19 John Mize

12/23 RossKincaid
12/23 Jeremy Robinson
12/23 Keélly Gillen
12/26 Robert Howard
12/26 Robert Massie, Sr.
12/27 Wendy Parker
12/28 Carol Ishell
12/28 LanaKincaid
12/28 Sydney Walters
12/29 Janis Corbett

12/01 Andrew Mannix
12/01 Emily Althoff
12/03 Jackie Maple
12/03 Joan Barnes
12/03 Sarah Bender
12/03 Aidan Gillen
12/03 Sean Gillen
12/04 Morgan Dickey
12/05 Louise Robertson
12/05 Pam Jones

12/07 DawnJdung

12/08 Ellen Treadwell
12/09 Robby McCluskey
12/10 Richard Slocomb
12/11 Ted Cook

12/14 Barney Barnes
12/14 Dr. Jim Althoff

Anniversaries! 12/31 Pat Ledden

12/31 Marilyn Boschert
12/11 Ken & Sharon Gottschall
12/29 Rod & Polly Hampton
12/30 Charles& Louise Robertson




NEWS& NOTES

Advent WEDG TakeLife
Subscriptions to Episcopallife, the
The Women's national newspaper for Episcopalians, are
Ecumenica Dining Group will now available. You may subscribe under the
gather at Fischer’s Restaurant Small Group Plan through St. George's for
for itsannual Advent dinner. only $15. Sign up on sheet on the kiosk in
The dinner is set for the Parish Hall or call the church office.

Thursday, December 4th, at
6:30 p.m. and is open to all
women 18 years and above. Noteof Thanks
We will order off the menu. 10-27-08
Come one, come all!

Fischer’s is located at
2100 West Main in Belleville.
Please call in your
reservations to the church
office (233-6320) by Monday,

Today | amthankful for the
membersof St. George's. Thank you
very much for your Fall Ingathering of
$697.30. Your thankfulnesswill benefit
many peoplethrough theannual United

December 14t, to allow for an Thank Offering grants.
accurate head count. Come for Love,

good fun, good food, and good Mrs. Jan Goossens
conversation. Diocesan UTO Coordinator

Wonderful Life

It's a Wonderful Life--A Live Radio Play will be presented in the Parish
Hall on December 11th, 12th, and 13th as a fund raiser for the Food Pantry. The
story of George Bailey’s life and how it touches the lives of Bedford Falls citizens

will be re-told in the format of a 1940s radio broadcast. Actors from St. George's,
St. Mark, and the community will provide live voices, live music, and live sound
effects for a live audience--you! The December 11th and 12th performances are at
7 p.m.; the December 13th show is a 2:30 matinee. Admission $5.




NEWS& NOTES

Not Too Lateto Pledge

Please turn your 2009 pledge card in soon. Our Vestry needsto know how
much the parish will haveto work with every month for the new year’ s budget.
L ost your pledge card? The church office hasextras...

Toddhall Retreatantsin December
Nov 26-30 American Meditation Society, Boling Springs, PA, 25

Dec1-4 Sew Busy Quilters, St. Louis, MO, 10
Dec4-7 Renewal inChrist Ministries(Fr. Dalmasso), East Moline, IL, 26

Dec5-7 Woman to Woman Midwest, Inc, Louisiana, MO, 9

Call Viv Gillispie
Dec7-11 Elderhostal (at Toddhall), 10 (233-4153) or
Mary Mohrman
Dec 12-14 Patti HawkinsQuilters, St. Charles, MO, 10 (222-1587) to
volunteer on one of
Dec17 Private ChristmasParty, 50 these dates.

Dec20-21 EdwardsFamily Reunion, Homewood, IL, 12

Jan 2-3 UrsulineAcademy, . Louis, MO, 50

December Healing Prayer Teams

8:00 10:30
7th G Heiting & A. Gabriel S. Elliott & S. Cantonwine
14th L. Schneider & M. Brown B. Vaughn & V. Hall (Catherine)
21st T.Heiting & M. Brown K. Korte& S. Cantonwine
28th T. Heiting & G. Heiting M. Brown & B. Korte

Next OSL meeting will be on December 1st at 7:00 (Segments8-13).




VESTRY

Our Vestry met in regular session on October 13th. Holy Eucharist wasgiven by Fr.
Coleman. Themeeting wasthen called to order and the September minuteswere approved.
Thetreasurer’sreport wasalso approved. It was noted that the diocesan pledge hasbeen
paid and that September income grew by 7.6%.

Priest-in-Charge Fr. Coleman reported that he went with other church representatives
to aMayor’smeeting at which the Mayor asked about church responsesto the homel essness
issue; that some parishionerswish to talk about the Diocese/ Synod meeting; that he enjoyed
the Ultreameeting Friday night; that Synod iscoming up and we needed another delegate
sinceMarilynBéllevilleand StacieMize are unableto attend. Tom Heiting proposed asking
Gail Heiting, who was called and accepted. TheVestry voted to accept Gail asadel egate.

Tom Boschert, Senior Warden, reported that the dishwasher was broken and that the
Chili Cook-Off Committeewould liketo cover thelabor charges of $350 and asked the
Vestry to cover the equipment charges of $400. The Vestry voted to approvethecost. There
wasdiscussion about the dight decreasein Sunday School attendance.

Brian Maves, Junior Warden, reported that the planter box area had been measured
for the project proposed by Elliot Meyer. The project will not block the pathway. Thewidth
and height of the project isessentially thesame. Brianwill contact Joe Hooten to set up
another meeting. Thelawyersare ok with theproject. A capital campaign planner was
presented to the Vestry. A write-up regarding the possibility of acapital campaignwill be
placedinthe Dragon.

Stewardship Commission reported that October 26this Stewardship
Sunday and requested that the Vestry put out astewardship letter. A sampleletter was
presented to the Vestry asan example. Thisletter wasapproved to be mailed to the members
of thecongregation.

Evangelism Commission reported that the Chili Cook-Off grossed just under $7300.
The cost was $2200 minusthe cost of the dishwasher repair. Net profit was$4775. Thisyear
smaller samplesweregiven duetoincreased costs. TheYouth will make more Chili on
November 8th. Discussion ensued regarding the percentagefor Youth vs. Neighborhood
Association. TheVestry approved a50-50 split. The Blessing of the Animalswasasuccess,
Fr. Daesaid he saw three new familiesat the event.

Community Service Commission reported that the Bethany Placedrivefor laundry and
paper productsisbeginning.

Todd Hall reported that someone has been found to clean and work the kitchen, that
the trees have been selected for Charles memorial. Fr. Dale mentioned that he had

[Vestry continues on page 15]



OPPORTUNITIES

Notice: Cookies Needed

Could you put a notice in the
Dragon about Christmas cookies for
the inmates at St. Clair County Jail and
the Juvenile Detention Center in
Belleville? These cookies may very
well be the only gifts some of these
people receive. It is a way to let them
know God has not forgotten them.

For those who regularly bake
for Christmas we ask that you bake
two dozen extra cookies to be donated
for this ministry. For those who want to
contribute but do not bake, store-
bought cookies are welcome. The Jail
Ministry volunteers will fill one-quart
zip-loc bags with cookies and add a
Scripture tract to each bag. The bags
will be distributed during our annual
Christmas caroling at the Jail.

Those donating, please bring
your cookies to St. George’s Church
on Sunday, 14 December, or contact
Joe Bono at 618-538-5731 to make
other arrangements for delivery. | will
take the cookies to Grace Church on
Monday, 15 Dec. to be packed for
delivery to the Jail/Detention Center the
next day.

Remember God loves you and
so do I. May God continue to keep us
all safe and bless us all abundantly.

In Christ’s love,
Joe Bono

Newcomer's

In the material s the Rector
Search Committee put together to
provideinformation on St. George's,
one page noted what variousclergy
associated with St. George’'shad said
concerning quality of the Christian
community. They were extremely
positive from Fr. Elliott, Mother Emily,
Fr. Hewitt Johnson, and Fr. Emery. |
concur heartily. The caring nature of St.
George's has affected medeeply. This
says something very positive about the
clergy who have pastored at this parish.

Inthelast couple monthswe
have had anumber of newcomerscome
to both the 8 and 10:30 services, and on
November 9, we had three different
new singlefolksor householdsvisiting.
| believe God is sending newcomers
our way because of the Spiritual gifts
present here of loving Christian
community. Thisisarare opportunity
to welcomethismany new folksand
incorporate them into a parish. Please,
thisAdvent and Christmas, look beyond
those you know and reach out to
someone new. L et them know how
much we appreciate their presence.

Faithfully,
Dale+




. George's

Priest-in-Charge
The Rev. Dale Coleman
233-6320(213-6071)

Senior Warden
Tom Boschert
222-9051

Parish Warden
Brian Maves

Administrative Assistant
Janet Koch

Parish Secretary
Roselle Derfler

Music Director
Nancy S. Ypma, D.Mus.
234-1947

New Member Ministry
Joan Barnes
233-0735

Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon
Elliot H. Blackburn

S. George'sBookstore
ANNUAL CHRISTMASSALE

Sunday, December 7th
inthe
Parish Hall

following the
Eight O’clock and Ten-Thirty Services

>Bibles< >JamesAvery Jewelry< >Prayer Books<

>UniqueGifts<

All Proceeds Go to Outreach Projects
in the Parish and Diocese.

Make your Christmas shopping easier with a visit to
S. George's Bookstore.

Holy Eucharist Church Schoal Nursery
Sundays 8and 10:30am.  Sundays(Sept. throughMay) ~ Sundays
Wednesdays 9:30am. 9t010:10am. 9am.tonoon

St. George’s Dragon deadline is the third Sunday of the month before issue month. Dragon fodder may be e-mailed
to the editor or to the church office or placed in the folder marked “Dragon” in the wall file on the landing between

classrooms and offices.

Editor: Terry Paeltz tntpaeltz@wisperhome.com

Contributing Artist: Mrs. Charles McConnell (Sue)
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Out of the Ordinary

Inside The preacher at the Diocesan Synod threw out the quip so
Opportunities...3, quickly, I wondered who got it.

6,8, 11, 12, 13, 18 Q. What's the difference between a terrorist and a liturgist?
A. You can negotiate with a terrorist.
Vestry...4 | resemblethat remark, asthey say, and can get alittle picky about

liturgical mattersincluding seasonsin thechurch year. Weknow the
Schedules...5, 10, 11 | churchyear beginswith Advent, and thethemesof preparation for
Chrigt’'scoming into theworld, into our lives. Thishasalwaysbeento
Thanks...6, 9 meajoyful changefrom the dog daysafter Pentecost, and (here
comesthe pickiness) areal church season after long months of

Daysto Celebrate...7 | Sundaysin*ordinary time” shownwith the use of green. (No, itisnot
“the season of Pentecost” as so many priests and deacons have stated,
usually with aForward M ovement tract to support their case.)

At St. George'sthecolor of the seasonisblue, thetraditiona
color for Advent from one part of Church of England which desiredto
distinguishthisseason from Lent. Advent’ sthemesare signified by the
increasing number of lit candlesin theAdvent Wregth, anincreasing
senseof anticipation of thelight coming into theworldin thebirth of

Jesus.
May weallow thisseason to beatimeof preparationfor the
Advent glorious newsof thencarnation, and theloveand mercy and peace
Begins on whichisgiven usandtheworld through thecoming of Christ.
November Faithfully yoursinChrigs,

30th Fr. Dale+




