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Advent RevedsGod'sLove

OneChristmasstory tellsus
the* children werenestled all
snugintheir beds....”, yet the
apocalyptic old testament
reading and the gospel that
began Year B of the Revised
Common Lectionary tell usto
“keep awake.”

Advent has begun. We
await Hiscoming.” We will
celebrate Hisfirst coming and
we do await His second
coming. This is the season
when many of uschasearound
looking for the perfect gift, the
gpecia, memorablesomething
that is unique and fulfilling.
Oftenwelook past theOnethat
offersthegreatest gift of love
and peace.

The good news is as we
search for the perfect gift God
issearching for us. Hewants
ustoknow Advent isthe story
of God coming to us and we

INSIDE

celebratethat He has already
found us. Wecdebrate Chrigt-
meas- thegift of “Godwithus.”

We observe Advent with
theAdvent wreath. Onthefirst
Sunday we lit the candle of
Hope. ThisSunday thecandle
signifies Preparation. On the
third Sunday lightingetherose
candlesymbolizes Joy.

The fourth Sunday of

Advent the candleisthelight
of Love. TheLordisforever

fathful.

The Advent wreath is
complete on Christmaswhen
the center candleislit. “Our
hope has been met. Our pre-
parationsaredone. Our joy has
been made perfect. Thelove
of God hascometoliveamong
us.” Merry Christmas.

Still Time To Make 2012 Pledge

Our Chrigtianjourney infaith
calsfor usto pray, learn, give
and act. Weareeachimportant
members of our church
community, the Diocese, the
Episcopa Church, theAnglican
Communion and all of
Christendom. Wearethebody
of Chrigt.

Our challengeaspart of the

body of Christ is to be
responsiveto the needs of our
communities. Todate, wehave
received 79 pledges totaling
$164,468 compared to our
2011 budget of $263,980.
Please prayerfully consider
pledging, if you havenot done
S0, to help support the many
ministriesof St. George's.
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S Georges CALENDAR
Retor DecEMBER
The Very Rev. Canon . .
Dale D. Coleman Dec 4 St. NicholasVisits St. George's
233-6320(789-3723) Choir Singsat Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis
Advent Festival of Lessonsand Carols, 6:00 pm
Deacon Dec. 6 EFM Alumni —7:00pm—-CR
The Rev. Dec. 8 Finance Commission Meeting—7:00 pm—CR
Joan (Jody) Coleman Dec. 10 Choir Retreat —8:30 am—Noon—PH & Chapel
(505) 913-0375 Dec. 12 Vestry —7:00 pm - CR
, Dec. 16 CrisisFund 9—-3pm
gf:n'olga’:?r aﬁ'e” Dec. 20 EFM Alumni —7:00 pm—CR
476-3034 Dec. 23 Officeclosed _ _
Dec. 24 ChristmasEve 5:00 pm Family Eucharist
Parish Warden 11:00 pm Holy Eucharist
Hal Inabinet with music starting at 10:45 pm
Dec. 25 ChrisstmasDay 10:30amHoly Eucharist
Adminigtrative Assitant] Dec. 26 Officeclosad
Janet Koch Dec. 28 No Serviceat 9:30 am or Prayer Group
MusicDirector Jan. 2 OfficeClosed
Nancy S.Ypma D.Mus.| Jan-9 Vestry —7:00pm CR
234-1947 Jan. 10 Liturgical Commisson—7:30pm—-CR
Jan. 29 Annud Mesting
Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon Every Wednesday 9:30 Holy Eucharist/Healing Service
Elliot H. Blackburn Every Wednesday 10:00 Prayer Group
Every Wednesday Choristers- 5:30 pm - Choir - 7:30 pm
Holy Eucharist Church Schoal Nursery
Sundays 8and 10:30a.m. Sundays (Sept. through May) Sundays
Wednesdays 9:30a.m. 8:50a.m. - Parish Hall Opening 9am.tonoon

St. George’s Dragon deadline is the third Sunday of the month before issue month. Dragon fodder may be e-mailed
to stgdr agon@gmail.com or to the church office or placed in the folder marked “Dragon” in the walll file on
the landing between classrooms and offices. Editor: Tom Boschert

Dueto the holy festival of Christmas
the January Dragon will be published January 8, 2012



Holy

Hardware

This Sunday, at St.
George’'s Adult Forum, our
new Deacon, Jody Coleman
will have a first of three
presentationsto provide basic
information about “Hardware
inour Worship”.

What are our vestments the
clergy wear? Why do priests
dresslike mother and want to
becalled father? What arethe
plates and candlesand things
used at Sunday Eucharists?
Why different colorsof atar
and pul pit hangings?Why isn't
the pulpit on the other side of
the Sanctuary? Why do we
refer to the Sanctuary as a
specific gpacearoundtheAltar-
withtheplacefor theReserved
Sacrament, and call other
spaces Nave and Chancel?
Why isthereacandlelit above
where the Sacrament is
reserved?
.....Why doesthe priest do a
lot of ritual and show? Do not
missthisSunday’sIntroduction
to the Church’s Worship
Hardware! And shewill ansver
your questionstoo!

A forw Hhanghts .

THEMEANING OFADVENT

The Church’s year began with Advent, Sunday,
November 27. While the rest of our culture is going
bonkerswith Christmas and “ Santa Baby” and thefive
thousandth playing of “ The Little Drummer Boy”, the
Churchispreparing for the coming of Jesus. HisAdvent,
His coming into His world.

Thereisgreat wisdomin this need for usto recognize
we are responding to God'’s action of forgiving and
loving us in Jesus. The central theme of Advent is
waiting, symbolized by the pregnancy of Mary, a young
Jewish woman whose people had waited long for the
coming of the Messiah. Rushing into Christmas does
harm to Advent’s message of waiting and preparation.
| suggest that without Advent, Christmas is not
Christmas.

| very much like . George's use of the color blue
(from an English tradition) for this short season. Blue
is the color for Mary and for Heaven. It points away
frommaking Advent a penitential season like Lent. The
theme is shown in the gradual crescendo of light in the
Advent wreath, representing the light of Christ
dispelling the world's darkness.

May we gather with joy on Christmas Eve and Day
and announce the glorious news of “ God with us’ in
His Son Jesus, a celebration of twelve days.

May we have A Blessed Advent!

Faithfully yours in Christ,

Fr. Dale+



Choir Joins Cathedral Festwal

St. George'schoirisagain joining therich
tradition of Christ Church Cathedra of St. Louis
inanAdvent Festival of Lessonsand Carols.
Theservicewill be held this Sunday December
4 at 6:00 pm at the Cathedral, located at 1210
Locust &, ablock past N. Tucker.

Our choir hastaken part in thefestival for
morethan 16 years. Fr Daesays itisabeautiful
service and hopes many of our memberswill
attend.

Annual Meeting Set, Jan 29

TheAnnua Meeting hasbeen set for Sunday,
Jan 29. Electionswill beheldfor 3 positionson
the vestry, 5 synod delegates and 2 deanery
delegates. The vestry will shortly announce
nomination procedures. Pleasesubmit dl reports
to the office by Thursday, January 19. You can
submit your report by e-mail to
stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net or mail it tothe
churchoffice.

2011 Tax Deductions

Theend of 2011 israpidly approaching. To
qudify for a2011 tax deductionsal contributions
and pledge payments must be postmarked by
Saturday, December 31. If you have fallen
behind on your pledge and need to catch up or
if youwant to makeaspecia donation, to useit
as atax deduction be sure to meet the end of
theyear deadline.

Memorial envelopes for Christmas
greenery areinthepews. Offeringand names
must be turned into the office by Thursday,
December 15 to beincluded in the Christmas
bulletins

4

2011-2012
CHRISTMAS
and
EPIPHANY SCHEDULE

Sundag, December 18
Advent 4
8:00amHoly Eucharist
10:30am Holy Eucharist
with Christmas Pageant

Saturdag , December 24

Christmas Eve Services
5:00 p.m. Family ChrissmasEuchari<t;
Chorigterswill sing
11:00 p.m. ChristmasHoly Eucharist
preceded by music beginning at 10:45 p.m.

Sundag, Christmas Dag
10:30am Holy Eucharist

Sunday, January 1, 2012
Holy Name
of Our Lord Jesus Christ

8:00am. Holy Eucharist
10:30am. Holy Eucharist

Sunday, January 8, 2012

Epiplldng (trans{erred)
8:00amHoly Eucharist
8:50 am Church School Opening
9:10amAdult Forum
10:30amHoly Eucharist




With Sympathy
In November we said
goodbyeto agood friend and
inspirational leader at St.
George’'s. Chaplain Jack
Elliott died Nov 17 after a
decadelong battlewith cancer.
The Southern Baptist minister
cameto . George' swith his
wife Sandraafter retiring from
the Air Force. Sandra
preceded him in death. St.
George's had become his
church home. He was a
spiritual director for Father
Daleand occasiondly offered
homilies. He was a quiet,
dignified gentleman that
inspired many of us. Heis
missed. We offer our
sympathy to hisfamily.

CoffeeHour
Schedule

4 Dec Rogers

11 Dec Kincaid

18 Dec EYC

25 Dec No coffee hour

1 Jan 2012 No coffee hour
8Jan Haefner & Helber

15Jan Walters
22 Jan Fernandez
5Feb Gillispie

If youwould liketo becomea
host for coffee hour please
contact Tom Boschert or the
church office. Teammembers
host the coffee hour
goproximately 3timesper yesr.

Time Is Limited

Angel Tree Is Up In The Canterbury Room

The Community Services
Commission is once again
working with the Lutheran
Child and Family Services of
[llinois to help brighten
Christmasfor thechildrenand
familiesserved by LCFS.

TheAnge Treeisfilledwith
100 Chrigmasgifttags. Onthe
table are 100 informational
shedtsidentifyingayoungster by
X, ageand desired gifts(along
with LCFS identification
information (caseworker and
group ID). Please select one
or more children to support
based upon theinformational
shests.

When returning thewrapped
gifts, please transfer the
requested information to the
stickerson the back of the gift
tags—thisistheonly way you
can ensurethat your generous

gift gets to the child you
selected. (If you are giving

New AbDpRESS

Shirley MizeTodd
726 Community Dr Apt 105
Bdleville, IL 62223

cell - 618-791-1346
home 618-398-9171

more than one gift to achild,
please make sure all giftsare
appropriately labeled.)

Thereisno need totry to
fulfill dl thewishesof your child.
Wehavegenerdly suggested a
limit of around $50 so that all
the children are similarly
blessed. And pleasenotethat
used giftsareprohibited by law.

Please bring all giftsto the
Canterbury Roomor thechurch
officenot later than Sunday Dec
11. The Community Services
Commission thanks our
members for their continued
generous support of the needy
inour area.

With Sympathy
We offer our sympathy to Ed
and Cindy Lynk and Eddy and
Betsy onthedeath of Ed'sfa
ther. Col Edward Lynk,
USMC (Ret), died Nov 4.

Advent 1 was the first Sunday of
the new church year. Using the
Revised Common Lectionary it is

year B.

2012 OFFERING ENVE-
LOPESareonthetablein
the Canterbury Room.
Pleasetake your set home

to savethe church postage.
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P
HADDY §i,

BIRTHDAY

12/1

12/03

12/04
12/05
12/07
12/08
12/10

12/11
12/14
12/15

12/17
12/18

12/19

12/23

12/26

12/28

12/29
12/31

Andrew Mannix
Emily Althoff
JackieMaple
Joan Barnes
Sarah Bender
SeenGillen
AidanGillen
Morgan Dickey

L ouise Robertson
DawnJdung

Ellen Treadwdl
Richard Slocomb
(grandson)

Ted Cook
JmAlthoff
DanaMeyer
BrandonWalters
KevinKorte
Becky Korte
Rosemary Padltz
DanGillen

Eddy Lynk
JohnMize
RossKincad
Jeremy Robinson
KdlyGillen
Robert Howard

Robert Massie Sr.

Carol sl
LanaKincad
Sydney Wdters
Janis Corbett

Pat Ledden
Marilyn Boschert

St. George’s Bookstore
Has Ideas for Christmas

Lookingfor aspecid giftfor
aspecia someone? Vicki Hall
recommendslooking at the St.
George' sBookstore!

During December, each
Sunday the bookstorewill be
openfrom 9-10:25 and again
followingthe 10:30 service.

Vicki offersafew ideasfor
your gift-giving. Thebookstore
hasrecently received Walking
with God—a book of
meditations published by
Forward Movement and
including the writings of our
own Betsy Rogers. Also, anew
addition isthe Bead for Life

collection, aline of jewelry
created by Ugandan women
which—includes necklaces,
braceletsand earringsaswell
as several other interesting
items. A special featureisthe
handmade wooden crossesby
Jeff Gates. The JamesAvery
in stock jewelry collectionis

10% off.
The St. George’s

Bookstoreisatreasuretrove
of special items including
Holding Crosses, Prayer
Cubes, Book of Common
Prayer, Bibles, assorted other
books and much more.

LeT IT SNOW

This week weather
forecasters reported snow
flurries and freezing precip-
itation. They said it wasasure
signwinter washear.

BIRTHDAYS

Continued

01/02 AidanWadlters

01/04 Jennifer Hatzd

01/06 Cindy Lynk
Vima Buckley

HOVEL,

Another sure sign is the
formation of asnow removal
team to keep thewak ways of
. George' sopen whenwinter
decidesto beflakey. Last year
was heavier than average, we
need to be prepared.

We need volunteerstojoin
the S. George’ s Snow Remov-
al Brigade. St. George needs
you! Contact Joe Hooten or
the church officetovolunteer.



Criminal Justice Ministry
Volunteers Request

Christmas Cookies

Each year Christmas cookies are given to
theinmatesat the County Jail and the Juvenile
Detention Center. Our long time member Joe
Bono is a member of the Criminal Justice
Ministry volunteers. He saysthe cookiesaong
with asalvation Scripturetract areapowerful
witnessthat God has not forgotten theinmates.
These cookies arethe only gift most of these
peoplereceivefor Christmas.

Thevolunteersask membersof local churches
to donate cookies. “Holiday bakers at St.
George’s could you please bake an extratwo
dozen cookies to be donated to the Criminal
JusticeMinistry.” Please bring the cookiesto
the church on Sunday December 18.

The cookies are then packaged with a
Scripture verse. On December 22nd, the
Criminal Justice Ministry volunteerswill sing
Christmas Carolsinsidethe Jail whilethe bags
of one dozen cookies are distributed to the
inmates by thetrusteesand Jail guards.

Joe saysthey will need approximately 600
dozen cookies this year. This year the Jail
Superintendent requests that NO NUTS or
PEANUT BUTTER be put inthe cookiesdue
to someinmateshaveallergiesto nuts.

Matthew 25:40 remindsus: “The King will
reply, ‘1 tell you thetruth whatever you did for
one of theleast of these brothers of mine, you
did for me” Joe appreciates the continued
support members of St. George's has shown
thisminidry.

Ftappy
Unnivens

Ken & Sharon Gottschall
Charles& Louise Robertson

12/11
12/30

(risis Fund & Food Paniry
Need Our Support for Needy

Tough times are putting a severe strain on
both the Crisis Fund and the Food Pantry. The
CrissFundisinneed of donations. Atthispoint
there may not beenough money for theministry
to beableto meet with thosein need during the
month of December.

George Evans, food pantry coordinator,
reportstheresultsfrom the Boy Scout food drive
were better than last year, but requestsfor food
are out pacing donations. Our food pantry
received 61 casesof food. Eleven casescame
from Frieze Harley Davidson. Thenext mgor
food drivewon’t comeuntil themail carrier’s
driveinMay. Resultsof thepast mail carrier’s
drivewerelessthan athird of prior years.

Through theend of October, thefood pantry
spent $17,000 for additional food. “We'll be
out of food beforeMarch.” Evanssaid donations
have been down while both thefamily sizeand
thenumber of familiesneeding food haveincrease
by morethan 10%. Nearly 40,000 mealshave
been provided through October.

Your continued support will help both of
theseimportant ministries.

The opening for St. George’s Sunday
School has a new time and place. Morgan
Dickey, superintendant, said the opening is
beginning in the Parish Hall at 8:50 a.m.
After a short opening to help connect the
adults and children, the children will proceed
to their classrooms.

Toddhall

December will be aquiet month at Toddhall.
Seven groupswill beusing our facility witha
total of 358 guest.
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St. George’s Episcopal Church
105 East D Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

OfficeHours: 9:00am. - 3:00 p.m., Mon. through Fri.
OfficePhone: (618) 233-6320

For pastoral care after office hours, contact

Fr. Dale Coleman at 416-0620

OfficeE-mail: stgeorgeoffice@sboglobal net

Website: http://stgeor ges.wor dpress.com

Church Officers

Rector—TheVery Rev. CanonDdeD. Coleman, Jr.
Rector’sWarden— DanDuncen
Parish War den—Hal Inabinet

Treasurer — Ruth\Weber

Clerk of theVestry —KimChrigt

Rector Emeritus— TheRev. Canon Elliot H. Blackburn

VestryMembers

Classof 2011  Classof 2012  Classof 2013
SarahBender DanDuncan  PhilipIsbell
LanaKincaid Hal Inabinet  ChelseaMeyer
Fred McNitt  Betsy Rogers  Robert Vaughn



