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Plan to Help Plan
A Parish Planning Conference is set for February 21st and 22nd.  The

conference will be held in the Parish Hall following a 6:00 potluck on Friday
evening.  Father Dale will lead a discussion of our dreams and hopes for St.
George’s future.  The discussion is open ended and everything is open for
discussion. The Friday meeting will end by 9:00.  Saturday, after a light breakfast
at 8:30, we’ll continue the discussion and formulate plans and strategies for our
future.  The conference will end shortly after noon.

It has been some time since the entire parish has been involved in a face-
to-face conference.  In summer 2005, our Vestry developed a parishioner survey
to assess current ministries and to plan for new work. Vestry members and
commission chairs attended a visioning conference in August and used the survey
results to develop a vision statement as a basis for identifying and achieving
specific, measurable goals in the work of the parish and its organizations.

The vision: We see St. George’s as an ever-growing fountain of God’s
living water, welling up through programs of spiritual growth and campus
expansion, enabling us to meet immediate needs; to nourish, refresh, and educate
a growing congregation; to reach out to young and old; and to serve the
community.

Our Rector Search Committee did extensive research about our parish’s
goals, and RSC findings will provide valuable input, but with our Priest-in-Charge
in place it is time for all of us to look to the future. The planning conference can
be successful only if we all take part.

Please add an event to your computer calendar and/or scribble on your
paper calendar:

--Tom B.
Parish Plan. Conf., Feb. 21-22.

St. George’s Youth Group has pledged to match the cash donations put into
the soup pots on Souper Bowl Sunday. C’mon, Grown-ups, let’s give them a run
for their money! (No football pun intended.)

MATCHING FUNDS
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MOSTLY NOTES
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Ash Wednesday

New Pancakes
They don’t call it “Fat

Tuesday” for nothing. Come
fill up on stacks of pancakes
and sausage, hosted by the St.
George’s Episcopal Youth
Community (EYC), on Shrove
Tuesday, February 24th. We
will be serving from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.
The free-will offerings
collected for the meal will go
into the parish’s Lenten Fund.

Please join us for food
and fellowship as we prepare to
enter the season of Lent.

Please bring last year’s palm fronds to the church by Sunday, February 22nd.
The fronds are burned to furnish ashes for imposition on Ash Wednesday.

There will be a basket in the Canterbury Room for the palms.

Old Palms

Ash Wednesday services will be held at the church

in the morning (9:30),
at noon (12:10),
and in the evening (7:00).

Ashes will be imposed and the Eucharist celebrated.  Please come to one
of these February 25th services.

      A good bit of yarn donated to the prayer
shawl ministry is in the cabinet in the parish
hall.  Also, there is a box of needles of all
sizes and types as well as needlepoint hoops
and patterns for painting on sweatshirts.  If
anyone wants the yarn or needles, please
help yourself.  If you are interested in the
patterns, please help yourself.  If you know
a senior or other community center that can
use what has been left, please share with
them.  The cabinet is getting full and it
would be nice to pass those items donated to
those that can use them.  Questions? Please
contact Lynette Schneider (618)416-2234
or MingTaoQR@aol.com.

Good Yarn



February Parish Calendar
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Jan. 25   Annual Parish Meeting 1:00 p.m.

calling the church office at 233-6320.
Come for good fun, good food, and
good conversation.

Ladies, we are asking for a
voluntary donation of one canned
good for the St. Mark/St. George’s
Food Pantry when you come to the
Pasta House. Thank you.

Our next WEDG outing will be
after Lent.

Castletown for MEN
The MEN [Manly Episcopalian

Night, formerly known as MEDG
(Male Episcopalians Drinking
Guiness)] will meet at Castletown
Geoghegan on Thursday, February
12th at 6:30 p.m.  Castletown is still
on Main Street. No reservations
needed--just show up.

Feb. 2    Toddhall Board Meeting – 7 p.m. –  Conf Rm
   Order of St. Luke – 7 p.m.

Feb. 3     Liturgy Commission Meeting – 7 p.m. – Conf Rm
Feb. 9     Vestry – 7 p.m. – Conf Rm
Feb. 16   Office closed – Presidents’ Day
Feb. 20  Parish Planning Conference begins after 6 p.m. potluck – Parish Hall
Feb. 21  Parish Planning Conference continues – Parish Hall
Feb. 24   Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper – Parish Hall
Feb. 25   Ash Wednesday  Imposition of Ashes and Holy Eucharist
                9:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m., & 7:00 p.m.
Feb. 27   Stations of the Cross   12:10 p.m. – Church

Pasta House for WEDG
The WEDG (Women’s Ecumenical Dining Group) will gather at The Pasta

House on Thursday, February 12th at 6:30 p.m. The new location for The Pasta
House (222-7144) is 4660 North Illinois Street, immediately north of Frank Scott
Parkway and across the street from the new Target. (For all of you oldtimers it is in
the old S&P Restaurant space.) Please make reservations (for a head count) by
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The 2009 St. George’s Episcopal Church Florence Martin Scholarship
application will be available in the Church office by February 1st.  The Florence
Martin Scholarship provides scholarships for members of St. George’s for the
purpose of attending college, seminaries, nursing or medical school.

All completed application materials must be received in the church office
no later than the deadline of April 1st for the application to be considered.
Applicants are encouraged to turn in application and required additional material
to the church office as soon as possible.

This scholarship is available to St. George’s members through a gift given
to the Church by a long time member, Florence Martin.  She had a love of
teaching and always encouraged others to pursue their dreams through education.

Florence Martin Scholarship - 2009

Friday Evening, February 6th, at St George’s
Dinner at 6 p.m. Followed by

Praise and Song with Eucharist
Held in Conjuction with Ultreya

Fr. Dale will Officiate
Come one come all!

Ends at 9:00. Look for more details in flyers.

Curious about Cursillo?

Thank you to everyone
for the generous
Christmas bonus!  I very
much appreciate it!

Dear parishioners,

--Nancy Ypma

Note of Thanks

To all involved or looking to become involved in the Prayer Shawl Ministry:
There is a new sign-up sheet on the kiosk in the parish hall.  Even if you

have signed up before, please place your name, phone number, e-mail address, etc.
on the sheet.  I am trying to get everything updated from when Carol Belt retired.
If there are any questions, please contact Lynette Schneider (618)416-2234 or
MingTaoQR@aol.com.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

NEWS & NOTES
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DAYS TO CELEBRATE

Birthdays! Anniversaries!

Draft copies of the 2009 Parish
Directory are in the Canterbury
Room and on the counter in the
Parish Hall.  Please check to
make sure the office has your
correct address, phone number,
birthday, and anniversary dates.

All Right for ’09?

02/05 Rich Hays
Scott Dickey
Betsy Lynk

02/06 Duffy Walters
02/07 Vincent Torigian

Brian Maves
02/08 Archie Karibian
02/13 Brenda LaMonte
02/14 Elliot Hoffman
02/14 Pat Duncan
02/16 Kylee Walters
02/17 Sandra Elliott

Ariana Hunter
02/18 Claudia Zimmermann

Michael Harres
Christina Jung

02/19 Charles Laedlein
02/20 Ralph Oelschlager
02/23 Nolan Haefner
02/24 Diane Earhart
02/26 Barbara Tenpenny

William Hunter
02/28 Marilynn Belleville

Kim DeHoyos

02/05 Ed & Cindy Lynk
02/20 Ken & Jean Vaughn
02/20 Tim & Terry Paeltz
02/27 Gilbert & Anna Rauh

Charles & Diane Laedlein
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ADULT EDUCATION
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Forum, Lenten Offerings, Bible Study
Week in and week out, Episcopalians recite the Nicene Creed. Those who attend
Morning or Evening Prayer services also recite the Apostles’ Creed. Where did
these ancient statements of belief come from? How did they come to be written?
What are their theological implications? What do they mean for us today? Are
there other creeds that have shaped our belief?

Fr. Dale Coleman, priest in charge, will tackle these and other questions at the
Adult Forum Feb. 1, 8, 15 and 22. The forum meets at 9:15 a.m. every Sunday in
the Parish Hall. Plan to join us!

Watch for more information about the Adult Forum in Lent, when parishioners
Robert Howard, Ross Kincaid and Margaret Brown will present

a series on poetry as an expression of Anglican faith.

In other adult ed news …
• St. George’s will again publish a book of Lenten meditations written by

members of the parish. Production is under way; we are on track for
publication in mid-February and distribution the Sunday before Ash
Wednesday (Feb. 22).

• Lent means Thursday night soup suppers! Fr. Dale will be the presenter for
the soup supper programs, exploring the nature of the church and its
sacraments. How does God work in and through the church? How does He
come to us in baptism, eucharist, confirmation, ordination, marriage,
reconciliation and unction? What does it mean to be the Body of Christ?

• Finally, the Spiritual Growth Commission is exploring the possibility of
offering courses from the acclaimed Kerygma Bible Study program,
beginning this spring. Kerygma courses won an enthusiastic following in
the parish when they were offered here in the past, and the publisher has
developed some intriguing new offerings. Stay tuned for more
information!
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SCHEDULES

Toddhall Retreatants in February

February Healing Prayer Teams
8:00 10:30

Jan 29-Feb 1 Bits ‘N’ Pieces Quilt Guild,  St. Louis, MO  21
Jan 30-Feb 1 Creative Memories Scrapbooking,  Millstadt, IL  10
Jan 30-Feb 1 Diocese of Belleville Deacons, Belleville, IL  24

2/1    G. & T. Heiting V. Hall & K. Korte
2/8    M. Brown B. Vaughn & B. Korte
2/15  G. Heiting S. Cantonwine & K. Korte
2/22  M. Brown & A. Gabriel L. Schneider & V. Hall

Next meeting will be on February 2nd @ 7:00

Feb 1-3 Society of the Holy Trinity, Clifton, IL  10
Feb 2-3 Martha’s Quilters, Bethalto, IL  14
Feb 3-4 Grace Bible Church, Florissant, MO  10
Feb 6-7 Ladue Chapel Presbyterian Church, St. Louis, MO  45
Feb 7-9 Missouri Province of Jesuits, St. Louis, MO  55
Feb 13-16 Personal Retreat  2
Feb 13-15 Mid-River Baptist Chapel, St. Charles, MO  10
Feb 13-14 Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Richmond Heights, MO  40
Feb 13-15 Creative Memories-Ann, St. Louis, MO  24
Feb 15-16 Family Bible Church, Highland, IL  8
Feb 16-19 Jan Copeland Quilters, Wood River, IL  11
Feb 20 Visitation Academy-Day Group, St. Louis, MO  80
Feb 20-22 St. Paul’s Catholic Church, Fenton, MO  26
Feb 20-21 Eagle Point Community Church, Imperial, MO  40
Feb 24-26 Judy’s Quilters, St. Louis, MO  14
Feb 26-27 DeSmet High School, St. Louis, MO  40
Feb 27-28 Memorial Presbyterian Church, St. Louis, MO  13
Feb 27-28 Old Orchard Presbyterian Church, Ballwin, MO  25
Feb 27-Mar 1 Creative Memories-Veronica, Chesterfield, MO  40

 Please call Viv Gillispie (233-4153) or Mary Mohrman (222-1587) to help.



      Twenty years ago, the youth of Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in Columbia,
South Carolina, addressed the issue of hunger in their community with this Super

Bowl Sunday prayer:  “Lord, as
we enjoy the Super Bowl
football game, help us to be
mindful of those without even a
bowl of soup to eat.”
      The prayer inspired that church
to invite 21 other congregations
to join them in collecting $5700,
which they donated to local
charities. In the 20 years since,

youth in churches across the country have raised more than $50 million in cash and
food for local organizations fighting hunger.
      This Super Bowl Sunday, February 1st, St. George’s youth celebrate their 10th

year of participation in the “Souper Bowl of Caring” to address hunger in the
Belleville community. Recent economic problems have increased requests for
help from the St Mark/St George’s Food Pantry. This year we’re asking you to give
generously by bringing canned meats, fruits, and vegetables, as well as cash, and
dropping them in the soup pots following the 8:00 and 10:30 services on Super
Bowl Sunday.
      All donations will go to our Food Pantry.

Game Plan

St. Margaret’s Altar Guild needs your help. The cost of Christmas flowers
exceeded the contributions we received for them. We would really appreciate any
donations, large or small, to replenish our treasury and get us back in the black.
Please also remember to sign up for flowers and the sanctuary candle on the
kiosk downstairs. The Altar Guild must buy flowers for any dates not spoken for
— and we are definitely a non-profit organization!

Low for a Rose e’er Blooming
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VESTRY
Vestry Minutes December 8, 2008

I.   CALL TO ORDER:  Holy Eucharist was
given by Fr. Coleman.  The meeting was then
called to order. Those attending were: Tom
Boschert; Bob Hall; Brian Maves; Jim Gillispie;
Ed Parsons; Dan Duncan; Mary Ann
Fernandez; George Schneider; Priest In
Charge, Fr. Dale Coleman; Clerk, Kim Christ;
and Treasurer, Ruth Ann Weber.
II.  MINUTES:  Minutes from the November
2008 meeting were reviewed & accepted.
III. REPORTS:
A.  Priest In Charge Report:
 · Enjoyable Thanksgiving service at Calvary
Lutheran; had a nice size choir.  Pastor Ron
was the celebrant. Offering went to the
outreach fund.
 · About 20 people attended Advent Quiet Day.
 · Lessons & Carols at the St Louis Cathedral
was terrific.
 · The Episcopal Church website has
attendance statistics.  Father Dale noted  it was
a rare exception not to lose 10 – 20% in
attendance.  Our own statistics are nowhere
near this number.
B.  Treasurer’s Report:  After discussion of
income and outflow, report accepted.
C.  Warden’s Report:  For Janet’s 20th year
of service a $75.00 Andria’s gift certificate and
a Lenox Cross were presented.
D.  Junior Warden’s Report:
 · Doors are done
 · The cylinders have been replaced in chapel.
E.  Commission Reports
    1.   Stewardship: Thus far we have
received $193,000.00 in pledges.

    2.  Evangelism: Many individuals took
postcards regarding the Christmas services.
    3.   Fellowship:  Working on the Budget.
    4.   Todd Hall:
 · Discussed the method of nominating people
to Todd Hall Board.
 · Gas tanks were moved away from buildings.
 · There is still painting to do and trees to plant.
 · Six Elderhostels have been set up.
 · Problems with the Chapel windows, will
speak with Pella
    5.  Spiritual Enrichment:
 · Lenten retreat has been discussed; date Mar
6-9, 2009.
 · The Lenten books will be based on Psalms.
 · Lenten soup suppers will be held.
     6.  Property:
 · Microphones are working.
 · Bob is arranging for a snow blower
 · Request for workers for snow removal
   11.  Healing:
· OSL/Ultreya at St Nicholas Dec 12.
· The healing group is working with Sandra
Elliot though her hospitalization.
   12.    Endowment, Community Service,
Liturgy, Education, & Scholarship:  No
report.
IV. OLD BUSINESS:   Vestry is seeking
nominations
V. NEW BUSINESS:   Tim Paeltz and his cast
will present It’s A Wonderful Life Dec 11-13.
VI. CLOSING:  Father Dale led the closing
prayer.  George motioned for adjournment and
Bob 2nd, motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted by
Kim Christ
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St. George’s

Priest-in-Charge
The Rev. Dale Coleman
233-6320 (213-6071)

Senior Warden
Tom Boschert
222-9051

Parish Warden
Brian Maves

Administrative Assistant
Janet Koch

Parish Secretary
Roselle Derfler

Music Director
Nancy Ypma, D.Mus.
234-1947

New Member Ministry
Joan Barnes
233-0735

Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon
Elliot H. Blackburn Holy Eucharist

Sundays  8 and 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays  9:30 a.m.

Church School
Sundays (Sept. through May)
9 to 10:10 a.m.

Nursery
Sundays
9 a.m. to noon

St. George’s Dragon deadline is the third Sunday of the month before issue month. Dragon fodder may be e-mailed
to the editor or to the church office or placed in the folder marked “Dragon” in the wall file on the landing between
classrooms and offices.

Editor: Terry Paeltz   tntpaeltz@wisperhome.com        Contributing Artist: Mrs. Charles McConnell (Sue)

Elliot Meyer is working on his Eagle project. He is planning
to clean up the area where the hackberry tree is located. This is on
the property between the circle drive and the lawyers’ parking lot.

The project will be done by replacing the timbers with
stone. There will be sand under the first layer of stone. He will
remove some of the dirt around the tree. The dirt will have to be
moved from the property. He will also be adding a few perennials
and plants to the area to enhance the look of the area and make it
more inviting.

Elliot presented the project to Fr. Dale and the Vestry for
approval which he received. He also has been working with Sarah
Dunn and Brian Maves. They are both working to help ensure the
project is done properly.

Elliot has the support of his troop, Troop #30 from
Freeburg, which will be helping to do the physical work. However,
he is requesting supply donations and/or financial help. Since this is
an Eagle project for Boy Scouts he must secure funding without
using his own money. If you are interested in helping in any way
please contact the church office or call Elliot directly at 618 539-
3742. He plans to execute this project in the spring. The stone has
already been donated by Morgan and Scott Dickey of Double D
Masonry.

Eagle Project to Begin Soon
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St. George’s Parish Mission?  To Love and Serve the Lord and our Neighbors as Ourselves

S  George’s Dragont.

Ash Wednesday
Is February 25th

      A young boy of 11 walked into a drug store and dialed a
number on the pay phone. The owner of the store overheard
the conversation. “Hello, is this Mr. Anderson? Yes? I want
to know if you’re looking for a boy to work for you? You
have one? Is he hard working? On time? Does he work well
with the customers and have a sense of intiative? He does?
So you’re satisfied with him? Thank you, Mr. Anderson.”
      As the boy left the store, the owner of the drug store
stopped him. “Listen son, I couldn’t help hearing your
converstaion. I could use a good young worker around here.
Would you like to work here?”
      “No, sir. I already work for Mr. Anderson. I was just
checking up on myself.”
      It is necessary for us as a parish community to take the
time to check up on ourselves and the ministries and life we
have as God’s church. The Vestry has set aside Friday night
and Saturday morning, Feb. 20-21, for this time. It will be
everyone’s chance to comment on our mission and offer
suggestions for ministries and intiatives to be considered.
Even more, this is a chance to gather with your sisters and
brothers in Christ, and get to know one another better.
      Let’s gather and check up on ourselves.

Dale+

Checking Up On Us


