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know and trust each
other more fully because of
the level of faith sharing.”

Further, she sees
them as an opportunity for
evangelism. ”Many people in
all of our environments are
very stressed and need relief
or a feeling of being lifted up,”
she observed. “Bob and I
often send one to a friend far
away, or to a coworker we
know to be feeling especially
stressed. We often get
positive feedback from those
with whom we’ve shared a

begun a meditation booklet
movement within their own
churches!”

contributing to the books.  She
says she’s encountered among
contributors “a definite feeling
of being lifted up, a sense of
doing something important for
the larger group, a sense of
sharing a sense of peace.”.

booklet. Some have even

Fr. Coleman had never
encountered a “homegrown”
book of Lenten devotions
before coming to St. George’s.
“It is inspiring every year to
read these meditations,” Fr.
Coleman said. “I use them in
my own devotions. I’m always
struck by the insight,
understanding and commitment
they express.”

Finally, she notes, the
writers themselves are  en-
riched by the experience of

Lenten Thoughts
 continued from page 13

celebration before Lent by
eating pancakes.  Our EYC
has been making pancakes
for years.  The proceeds are
donated to the St. Mark St.
George’s crisis fund.  The
pancakes are tasty and it’s a
good chance to have a
quick supper and visit with
your friends at St. George’s.

continued from page 5

Enjoy Pancakes
Shrove Tuesday

Deacon James C.
Pappas III  will be ordained a
priest by The Rt Rev  John
Alexander, the Bishop of
Atlanta on   February 10 at
7:00 pm at the Chapel of the
Apostles Sewanee, TN.  A
reception will follow in
Brooks Hall on the grounds

Jim Pappas to be Ordained Priest at Sewanee
Sewanee.

Jim was a member of
St. George’s and began his
path to the priesthood here.
We raised him as a postulant in
2001 before he went to
seminary at  University of the
South’s Sewanee School of
Theology.

He is married to Jennifer
Michael and was ordained to
Deacon in 2008.

Immediately after
ordianation, he will become
priest-in-charge of the small
parish, Trinity Episcopal
Church in Winchester, TN.

of Otey Memorial Parish in Jim graduated in 2005.

Bishop Neill Prayer: Help
us, Father, neither to run
unnecessarily upon
suffering, nor to flinch from
it, when it comes, but to
know that in all things,
even in death itself, we are
upheld by thy mighty hand,
in Jesus Christ who for our
sakes died and rose again,
Amen.
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January 31-February 6              Personal Retreat,  Wood River, IL         1
February 5-7 Creative Memories-Veronica 40

Chesterfield, MO
February 5-6 Emmanuel Episcopal Church 22

Richmond Heights, MO
February 7 East Bridge Fellowship             80

Arnold, MO
February 7-9 Society of the Holy Trinity 14

Clifton, IL
February 12-14 St. Paul’s Catholic Church 25

Fenton, MO
February 12-14 Creative Memories-Ann,  St. Louis 12
February 12-14 Diocese of Belleville-Deacons             40
February 14 East Bridge Fellowship 80

Arnold, MO
February 15-17 Martha’s Quilters,  Bethalto, IL 16
February 18 Althoff High School,  Belleville 70
February 19 Althoff High School,  Belleville 70
February 19-21 Diocese of Springfield-ECW 27
February 19-21 Creative Memories-Kim,  Millstadt 20
February 19-21 Pheasant Point Baptist Church 10

St. Charles, MO
February 21 East Bridge Fellowship 80

Arnold, MO
February 23-25 Judy’s Quilters,  St. Louis 14
February 23-26 Rug Hooking Retreat,  O’Fallon 17
February 26-27 River Blenders Chorus 70

Chesterfield, MO
February 26-28 Creative Memories-Michelle 18

St. Peters, MO
February 26-28 Karen’s Quilters,  St. Louis 10
February 28 East Bridge Fellowship 80

Arnold, MO
February 28-March 2 Missouri Province Jesuits 70

St. Louis, MO

February Toddhall Retreat Schedule
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very stressful time in my life,” she said.  ”Then
one day just before Lent the meditation
books were disseminated among the
congregation. I picked one up and took it
home. I read one and didn’t get up until I’d
read them all and the scriptures upon which
they were based. I was so very lifted up by
the depth of faith, thought, trust and hope
shared by each of the writers. I then used the
book daily and continued to feel lifted up
throughout that Lenten season.  

“There was a lovely elderly lady at
St. John’s named Edith with whom I’d made
friends through a Bible study we both
attended,” Vaughn went on. “Edith was blind,
so each year during the Lenten season, I’d
call her in the mornings and read to her the
scripture for the day and then the meditation
written by the person assigned for that day.
Some days we’d discuss the meditation,
other days I was on the run with kid things.
This was a lovely discipline for me through
those Lents, and I cherish that friendship even
though Edith has passed on. Those
meditations not only lifted me up, they also
lifted Edith up.”

At St. George’s, the annual project
came under the aegis of the Spiritual Growth
Commission. Commission members solicit
writers and assign them a day and a lesson.
Typically the mediations are based on the

Gospel reading, though some years the book

uses the psalms instead. Each writer is asked
simply to read and pray about the lesson and
then share whatever seems most important.

Writers submit their meditations for
basic copyreading to ensure consistent style;
they are not edited or revised but stand as the
writers created them. Commission member
Vicki Hall takes it from there, designing the
cover with a title she finds in the first reading
— “Amazing Love,” “Seeking the Face of
Jesus,” “Humble Thyself,” “So Great His
Love,” “Living Water” are among recent titles.
Hall lays out the booklet, reproduces and
assembles it. It is available for distribution the
Sunday before Ash Wednesday.

Vaughn treasures the meditation books
and finds numerous benefits in them.
“Episcopalians, in general, are very quiet
about their faith — quiet about their thoughts
on their faith, and quiet about how the Bible
impacts their faith. The Lenten meditation
booklets are a wonderful outlet for just regular
people to express their faith, or their thoughts,
or the Bible’s impact on them.  

       “And these meditations come
right out of the pews, right out of the heart of
the parish,” she adds.  Though the priest
typically writes the Easter meditation, the
others are the work of lay people. She
believes the books allow parishioners “to
Finally, she notes, the writers themselves are

Lenten Thoughts

continued on page 15

continued from page 9



12

HAPPY

  February
2/5 Rich Hays

Scott Dickey
Betsy Lynk

2/6 Duffy Walters
Kelsey Maves

2/7 Vincent Torigian
Brian Maves

2/8 Archie Karibian
2/13 Brenda LaMonte
2/14 Pat Duncan

Elliott Hoffman
2/15 Daniel Mathus

William Parker
2/16 Kylee Walters
2/17 Sandra Elliott

Ariana Hunter
2/18    Claudia Zimmermann

Michael Harres
Christina Jung

2/19 Charles Laedlein
2/20 Ralph Oelschlager
2/23 Nolan Haefner
              Diane Earhart
2/26 Barbara Tenpenny

William Hunter
 2/28 Marilynn Belleville

Kim DeHoyos

 BIRTHDAY

2/05 Ed & Cindy Lynk
2/20 Ken & Jean Vaughn
             Tim & Terry Paeltz
2/27 Gilbert & Anna Rauh
              Charles & Diane
              Laedlein

Happy
Anniversary

February

             February Schedule
 8:00                 10:30

2/1  Margaret           Vicki  & Dave
2/14  Tom           Becky & Lynette
2/21  Gail          Susan and Rich
2/28  Margaret          Shirley & Bob 
February 15.  Chapters 9 & 10

Prayer Team

                    March Schedule
                8:00                            10:30
      3/1     Margaret                Lynette & Sharon
      3/14   Gail       Susan & Shirley
      3/21   Tom       Becky & Rich
      3/28   Margaret                 Vicki & Dave
      Meeting will be on March 8, Chapters 11 & 12

Check out the
reports, Copies
of the Annual
Meeting  report
are available in
the Canterbury
Room or the
church office.
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St. George’s Food Pantry Near Empty
The parish learned the food pantry may be
empty by March.  Nearly 35,000 meals were
served in 2009, but our pantry is nearly
empty.  Because of a special bequest, funding
is available to keep the pantry running until the
next mail carriers food drive in May.

George Evans, director, said the
number of requests for food was lower in
2009 in part due to the expanded operation of
the Community Interfaith Food Pantry.
Individual gifts of money and food increased in
2009, but some of the food drives were much
lower than normal.  The food drives provide

couldn’t operate.
The mail carrier’s food drive has

always been the most successful drive, Evans
said..  The other major food drives were all
lower than the 2008 drives.

Evans said Tom’s IGA in Smithton has
become a major contributor thanks to the hard
work of Jeorge Fernandez.  The annual report
details all the contributors.

Volunteers are needed to help with the
food pantry.  The food pantry is open from
9:00 am till noon onthe bulk of the food that is distributed.

Without the food drives, our food pantry

The Community Service Commission
is collecting  household cleaning items for the
Violence Prevention Shelter (Belleville
Women’s Shelter) throughout February. 

The women and their children need a
wide variety of products.  Please bring laundry
detergent, fabric softener, bleach, Lysol,
cleaners (e.g.; Mr. Clean, Spic & Span),
cleansers (Ajax, Comet), dish detergent, hand
soap, bath soap, shampoo and cream rinse,
toothpaste and toothbrushes (adult soft and
children’s soft), disposable baby diapers, baby
wipes, and laundry baskets.  The items should
be brought to the Canterbury Room on any
Sunday in February.

The women at the crisis center
appreciate for your generosity

Women’s Shelter Needs
Household Products

The ninth edition of Mardi Gras
Madness is set for a February 13 talent show
presentation.  Performers, individuals and
groups, young and old will present new
talents, dust off old skills, and to join in the fun
of Mardi Gras. 

Everybody is a winner.  Everyone has
a good time at the free event.   The curtain is
set to rise in St. George’s parish hall at 7:00
on the Saturday night before Ash Wednesday. 
The perform-ances normally end before 9.
It’s a great night for the parish family,  every
member of our church.

Mardi Gras Madness
Set for Feb 13

The audience will enjoy fresh hot
popcorn, cotton candy and other frivolous
calories.  We sit around tables and enjoy .
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In Sympathy

The St. George’s family extends our sympathy
to Steve and Mary Mathus on the death of his
mother, Ruth who died Saturday, January 30
in Alton.

as a missionary in Puerto Rico and then
worked in secular employment before going
to Prairie du Rocher.
March 25: Baptism as Sacramental
Encounter, with our own Father Dale
Coleman. Topics we’ll ponder include
baptism as inclusion or initiation into the Body
of Christ, as immersion in Christ and His
suffering, as dying to sin, as purification, and
as a means by which Christ opens us to
receive the Holy Spirit.

We’re looking forward to wonderful
presentations and penetrating discussion. Plan
to join us for what promises to be fascinating
exploration of this central Christian rite.

As always, soup supper participants
will be invited to contribute what they would
otherwise have spent on dinner. The proceeds
will go to the St. Mark-St. George’s Crisis
Fund, to help the indigent pay utility bills.

We will continue our Friday 12:10
“Way  of the Cross” litgury with St. Luke’s
and St. Mark.  The weekly services will be
held at St. Luke’s each Friday during Lent.

continued from page 7

Soup Suppers & Study
Begin Feb 25

SOUP MAKERS, We need you!
Of course, we’re looking for your best soup
recipes! Please sign up in the Parish Hall to
bring soup and “sides” and/or help with set-
up and clean-up.

The congregation thanked Ruth Ann
Weber for 16 years of dedicated service as
treasurer of St. George’s with unanimous
approval of a special resolution and a thunder
of applause.  Ruth Ann, a life long member of
St. George’s, had a big smile and a warm
laugh as the presentation went a little off.  The
resolution was inadvertently left in the church
office  and a special ad lib resolution was
presented to the congregation.  In any case,
the resolution read it part …

St. George’s has been blessed to have a
faithful, dedicated, professional meet this
requirement for 16 years.  Ruth Ann Weber
has offered her talent and skill to keep St.
George’s on a steady path of Godly
stewardship fulfilling the works of our Lord in
the world around us.

Let us stand and offer our grateful
appreciation and heartfelt thanks for the
mighty service she has performed.  We thank
her. We wish her well.  And we pray for her
continued service as treasurer.

Presented and passed at the annual
meeting of St. George’s Episcopal Church
this 31st day of January 2010.

16 Years as Treasurer

Ruth Weber Thanked
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Lenten Thoughts
As Lent 2010 approaches, 47

volunteer writers at St. George’s are reading
Scripture, praying about its meaning, and
collecting their thoughts in daily meditations:
the parish is preparing, once again, its own
original book of Lenten devotions.

For a dozen years, St. George’s has
created this slender volume, based on the
readings from the Daily Office lectionary. It’s
not fancy: reproduced by photocopier,
“bound” by staples with a simple paper cover,
its appearance reflects the simplicity of its
intent — to support parishioners in their
Lenten devotions, to encourage Bible reading
and prayer.

Humble though it is, the book has
developed a loyal readership, not just here but
among a much more far-flung audience, family,
friends and co-workers of parishioners who’ve
seen and used the book and now wait each
year for the new edition.

The past dozen years have been a
period of continuing transition for the parish. In
2000, long-time Rector Elliot Blackburn
retired. The Rev. James Leovy served as
interim until the arrival of Fr. Chris Coats in
2002. Coats, a chaplain in the Army Reserves,
was deployed to Iraq in 2003, and Associate
Rector Emily Schnabel became acting rector.
Coats returned in 2004, but then moved to
Alabama to accept a new call in 2006.  Fr.
Emery Washington of St. Louis supplied for

nine months, until the Rev. Dale Coleman was
called as interim rector in 2007. Coleman
became priest-in-charge in 2008.

Through it all, St. George’s has
continued to publish its Lenten meditations,
and in this period of constant change, the
writings have often expressed the parish’s trust
in God’s providence.

“Anyone who has been out in a small
boat when a storm rises knows the fear that
comes with the wind and waves and towering
clouds,” wrote one 2008 contributor about
Mark’s description of Jesus approaching the
disciples’ boat across a stormy sea. “Often
our lives, individually and communally, take on
that fearful coloration. Our privilege and our
holy calling is to recognize Jesus in our midst
… to ‘be not afraid’ and to receive His healing
in our minds and bodies, in our families, our
church, our nation and this broken world.”

Parishioner Sue Vaughn first
introduced the project at St. George’s,
bringing it from Fayetteville, North Carolina,
where the Rev. Scotty Brock, associate
rector, had introduced the idea at St. John’s
Church. The Vaughns lived in Fayetteville and
attended St. John’s before moving to
O’Fallon.

Vaughn first encountered the book in
1991, when her husband Bob, an Air Force
officer, was repeatedly deployed to Iraq
during and after the first Gulf War. “This was a

By Betsy Rogers

continued on page 13
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Toddhall Reports a Good 2009
Toddhall reported a positive year for 2009.
Jim Moeller was hired as new Executive
Director.  Additionally, the retreat center had
more guests, increased revenues and
completed a number of major projects.

More than 9,000 overnight guests
stayed at Toddhall with over 25,000 meals
served.  Gross revenues increased by 4.3% to
$475,000. At the end of the year uncommitted
cash reserves reached $35,000 up from
$10,000 at the end of 2008.

In 2009 Toddhall spent over $26,000
on nine major projects to maintain and
improve the center.  The most significant
projects completed in 2009 included:

Replacing the roof on the Chapel and
portions of Tyndale House.  Renovation and
remodeling of the Cottage.  Resurfacing
Blackburn parking lot.  Replacing sewage
system components.  Upgrading drainage
system from Dining Room / Laundry Room
and replacing water tank.  Decorating of
welcoming room of office building.  Additional
exterior re-staining of lodges.  Major vehicle
repair and replacement.  And, upgraded
computers in office

Moeller reported Charles Todd
graciously donated the funds to repair and
refurbish the Bell Tower.

Moeller also thanked the youth, the
Adult Leaders, especially Joe Hooten, and
Steve and Dana Meyers, and the volunteers of
St. George’s  for all their efforts in support of
Toddhall.

Has our Lenten meditation booklet sparked
your interest in the daily office? Have you ever
wondered why we include what we do in our
liturgy or how it got there? Are you perplexed
by the seasons of the church year? Four new
books in the library in the Parish Hall can help
sort out the se questions.
Three books by Christopher Webber are part
of the User’s Guide to the Book of Common
Prayer series. These three books cover
Morning and Evening prayer, the Holy
Eucharist: Rite I and Rite II, and Baptism
and Confirmation.

In each of these books, the left page is
a replica of a page from the Book of Common
Prayer and the right facing page explains the
liturgy, where it comes from and its history.

The fourth book is Vicki Black’s
Welcome to the Church Year; she explains
the church seasons and traditions in great
detail. Black discusses scriptural themes, the
seasonal lectionary, Holy days, and seasonal
traditions celebrated throughout the church.
This book also provides discussion questions
and could be used for a discussion group.

   About to schedule a meeting or
event?   First, Please call the church
office first.   Our two parishes have
many groups needing meeting space.

Learn Liturgy
Check the Library
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Baptism as initiation into the
Body of Christ has been central to the
church since the first century. Where did it
come from? What did it mean to the early
church? How have its significance and forms
changed through two millennia?  We’ll look at
theology, practice and, most importantly, the
meaning of this rite for us, the worshipers of
Jesus. How do we encounter Christ in this
sacrament? What does Jesus accomplish in us
through baptism?

The series will run for five consecutive
Thursday evenings, beginning Feb. 25. A
simple soup supper, featuring homemade
soups and hearty bread, will begin at 6 p.m.
The program will start by 7 p.m. and conclude
by 8.

Five guest speakers will offer
presentations, beginning with an examination
of Jewish rites of initiation and purification.
The schedule:

Feb. 25: Baptism: Jewish Roots,
with Alan Nemes, president of the Orthodox
Bais Abraham Congregation in University City,
Missouri. Mr. Nemes is an intellectual
property attorney, a Jewish scholar and a
cantor at his synagogue. He holds degrees
from Indiana University (comparative literature
and East Asian languages and culture) and
Washington University (law), and attended the

East Asian Legal Studies Program at Harvard
University Law School.

March 4: Baptism among the First
Christians, with Father Roger R. Karban,
pastor of Our Lady of Good Counsel Roman
Catholic Church in Renault, Illinois. Fr.
Karban trained at St. Mary of the Lake
Seminary, Mundelein, Illinois, and Gregorian
University in Rome. He has been pastor and
teacher in numerous parishes and high schools
in the Diocese of Belleville and has taught
scripture workshops at the University of Notre
Dame and Southern Illinois University-
Carbondale.

March 11: From the Late Middle
Ages into the Reformation, with Pastor
Ron Neustadt of St. Mark Lutheran Church.
Pastor Ron hardly needs introducing at St.
George’s. In the 28 years that our parishes
have shared our church campus, Pastor Ron
has participated in numerous adult education
programs and most recently led our 2009
Advent Quiet Day. He holds degrees from
Concordia Seminary and Valparaiso College.

Lenten Soup Suppers & Study
Begin Feb 25 for 5 Weeks

continued from page 1

continued on page 10

March 18: Baptism in the Protes-
tant Tradition, with Pastor Ray Brewer of
First Baptist Church, Prairie du Rocher.
Pastor Brewer trained at Grand Rapids
School of Bible and Music. He served as a
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St. George’s Book-
store is looking for new
leadership.  For 25 years the
bookstore has been managed
by Pat Brock.  Marilynn
Belleville serves as treasurer
and Pat Duncan serves as
manager of the Toddhall
location.

Mrs. Brock said it’s
time for them to step down.
“We can’t do it forever.”
New leadership offers fresh
ideas and spirit for a
wonderful piece of  St.
George’s heritage that has
offered a  nice selection of
important books, religious
jewelry and other items.

It is not difficult, it
requires a commitment and
we are willing to train anyone
that is interested.

Mrs Brock said  they
are holding the volunteer
position(s) open until March
15th.  If no one is interested,
the ladies plan to sell off all
remaining merchandise and
close the bookstore before
end the of 2010.

The bookstore was
begun by Evening Guild of the
ECW in 1979.  It has been
staffed by very dedicated
ladies.  Over the years the
proceeds from the bookstore
have provided tens  of
thousands of dollars helping
local, diocesan, national and
international needs including
helping seminarians and
projects around the parish.
This year the bookstore
provided assistance for
several local issues including
the Crisis Fund, Food Pantry,
Computer Fund, Franklin
Neighborhood Community
Association, School of
Autism, Hospice, Violence
Prevention, a bench-for our
Memorial Garden, Elliot
Meyer’s eagle scout project
of  landscaping around St.
George’s and a memorial.

The total income in
2009 was $3,089.73, which
is lower than previous years.
Mrs. Brock said the annual
Christmas sale was also lower
than prior years.  .

Management Team Needed

Bookstore May Close
Please bring last year’s
palm fronds to the
church by Sunday,
Feb. 14.  The fronds
will be burned to
furnish ashes for
imposition on Ash
Wednesday.  There will
be a basket in the
Canterbury Room for
the palms.

Bring Old Palms
To Burn & Ready
By Ash Wednesday

Check out the 2010
Flower Chart on the
Kiosk. There are still
some open dates.  If no
one signed up for a
Sunday the Altar Guild
must pay for the flowers.
The cost of the altar
flowers is $40 a Sunday.
There is also a Sanctuary
Light list posted, the cost
of the light is $5.

2010
Flower Chart
Dates Available
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Parsons & Duncan Wardens

Parish Elects
3 to Vestry, 5 to Synod

At the annual parish
meeting held Jan 31, the
members present elected Dan
Duncan, Hal Inabinet and
Betsy Rogers to three year
terms on St. George’s vestry.
The parish, also, elected
Marilynn Belleville, Chuck
Evans, Cindy Lynk, Frank
Rogers and Michelle Ziegler
to serve as delegates to the
diocesan synod.  Dana Meyer
and Tom Boschert will serve
as alternates to synod.

Ed Parsons will
continue to serve as senior
warden.  The vestry in a brief
meeting following the annual
meeting elected Dan Duncan
to serve at junior warden.
The vestry established 7:00
pm on the second Monday of
the month as there regular
meeting time.

The vestry
recommended candidates for
two positions to be elected or
confirmed by the parish.
Sarah Dunn and Vicki Hall
were elected as members of

the Toddhall board.  Dan
Duncan was elected as a
member of the endowment
committee.

Fr Dale expressed
thanks to Brian Maves and
Maryann Fernandez for their
three years service on the
vestry and to Hal Inabinet for
completing the term of Ellen
Blackburn.

Fr Dale recom-
mended the parish by laws be
changed to allow vestry
members to serve as com-
mission chairpersons.  The
move would not limit the
commission chairs to the
vestry but would allow them
to serve if they had a special
talent or there was a need.
The recommendation was
introduced as a motion,
seconded and passed.

St. George’s youth will be
offering a pancake supper on
Shrove Tuesday February 16
from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.
Pancakes will be served in the
parish hall.  There will be a
free will offering.

Around the world
Christians get rid of the fat as
they prepare for their Lenten
disciplines.  Some of the
methods have turned into
extreme parties such as
Carnival in Rio or Mardi Gras
in New Orleans.  In Poland
or Chicago, it’s enjoying a
special recipe jelly donut
called a Punchki.  Schnuck’s
sells Punchkis on the day
before Ash Wednesday.
German Americans some-
times celebrate Fastnacht Day
eating pancake/donut pastries
made with fried potato dough
and topped with dark syrup.

With our Anglican
heritage, in the British Isles
and Episcopal churches
around America we get rid of
the fat and have a last

Enjoy Pancakes
Shrove Tuesday
Feb 16

continued on page 15

If your group meets at
church, be sure to
appoint someone to
lock the building after
your meeting.
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Coffee Hour
Schedule
Feb 7    Community Ser-
              vice Com
Feb 14  Bender
Feb 21  Haefner/Helber
Feb 28  Kuehnl
Mar 7    Schneider
Mar 14   Walters
Mar 21   Hall
Mar 28   Fernandez
Apr 4      Rogers
Apr 11   Mohrman
             Brown
Apr 18   Althoff
Apr 25   Miller

A few volunteers are
needed to help with our
Sunday Coffee Hour follow-
ing the 10:30 service.
Currently 20 families, house-
holds and organizations pre-
pare and serve coffee.  Each
group handles the coffee hour
responsibilities about 2 ½
times per year.  It is easy
work taking only an extra 30
minutes or so.  The more
folks that  help out, the easier
it will be for everyone. If you
would like to help contact
Tom Boschert.

Coffee Hour
Needs Your Help

Alive and vibrant

Vestry Presents Budget
Attendance at church in the
2009 year was slightly down
from 2008 and an operating
deficit was larger than
originally budgeted.  Fr Dale
believes we are in a very
strong position even though
the numbers were slightly off.

More than 9,400
persons attended services at
St. George’s in 2009.  This
was down about 400.
Considering transfers in and
out and deaths the change is
negligible.

The approved
operating budget for 2009
was $265,820 with an
anticipated budget deficit of
$5,820; however, unforeseen
maintenance costs for our
heating and cooling system
and higher than expected
utility costs increased the year
end deficit to $7,954.

 The vestry approved
a 2010 budget of $271,473.
The 2010 budget will have a
deficit, but only $3,254.

Fr Dale said he felt
the parish was in excellent
shape.  Surveying Episcopal

Protestant denominations
around the nation, he
continued, there are a lot of
churches in trouble.  Attend-
ance is off and budgets are
rapidly falling.

St. George’s stands
out from the crowd.  Seeing
the attendance, the strong
financial support and our great
number of ministries are great
testaments to the strong faith
and commitment of St.
George’s.  We are an alive
and vibrant congregation.

churches and old line

Congratulations

On Jan 31, Nolan
Haefner celebrated 25
years being head usher.

Congratulations

Congratulations to
Shannon & Scott Poling
 on the birth of their
daughter, Isabel Grace
(7lbs 11 oz) born Jan. 25
and to big brother Ethan
and grandparents Bill &
Madeline Couch.
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from my office to the fish’n hole
                                         … a few thoughts

THE DIFFERENCE IN BEING A CHRISTIAN!
A couple Sundays ago, I read at the end of the sermon a quotation by Bishop Stephen C.
Neill. Several of you commented about how much you liked it, and Nancy Kuehnl asked
for a copy. Bishop Neill was for many years prominent in the Anglican Communion as an
author, preacher, historian ,bishop in the Church of South India, and Professor of
Religious Studies in Nairobi. All his adult life, he was a strong advocate of Christian
mission.  I hope this cheers you as it does me.  Fr Dale +

Let us think of some of the things over which, even in dark times, we ought to be able to rejoice:
1. God has made the world full of beautiful things, and has given to us to enjoy.
2. Jesus Christ really has died for our sins, and set us free from all the powers of evil.
3. Jesus Christ really has risen from the dead, and given us a share in his resurrection.
4. Jesus Christ really is with us all the time, as the Son of God was with the three young men
who were thrown into the burning fiery furnace.
5. God has promised to work with us for good in all things, and to turn even troubles and
sorrows into a source of joy.
6. God really does rule the world, and is leading all things forward to the triumph of his cause.
7. God has given us work to do, and depends on our faithfulness.
8. When we feel alone, we are still part of an immense fellowship of Christian people in paradise
and all over the world.
9. When we die, we are simply going to be with Jesus, which is better by far.
10.God has promised to us a place in his heavenly kingdom, where joy will be made perfect in
his presence.

Can anyone really read through this list, stopping to think for a moment of each point in
it, and continue to be sad and forlorn? If we continue to be sad, it is only because we have not
dug deep enough to find the joy which God has ready for us in the place where we are.
 Some years ago the Christians of a village in India came to me and said, “Our well is
already dry, we don’t know what we will do”. In faith I said,”There is water deeper down; try
boring a shaft in the middle of your well”. For six days they worked, and nothing came. The
seventh, they came to me with radiant joy and said,” There is water in the well to the height of
two men!”. They had pieced the hard rock, and forty feet down they had found the hidden
stream. Since that day the well has never gone dry. In the hottest weather, when everything all
round is scorched and dry, it is always surrounded by a brilliant strip of green The water was
there all the time. When they went deep enough, they found it, and then their hearts were filled
with joy.                            See Bishop Neil’s prayer on page 15
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St. George’s

Priest-in-Charge
The Rev. Dale Coleman
233-6320 (213-6071)

Senior Warden
Ed Parsons
234-7663

Parish Warden
Dan Duncan

Administrative Assistant
Janet Koch

Parish Secretary
Roselle Derfler

Music Director
Nancy S. Ypma, D.Mus.
234-1947

New Member Ministry
Tom Boschert &
Marilyn Boschert
222-9051

Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon
Elliot H. Blackburn Holy Eucharist

Sundays  8 and 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays  9:30 a.m.

Church School
Sundays (Sept. through May)
9 to 10:10 a.m.

Nursery
Sundays
9 a.m. to noon

St. George’s Dragon deadline is the third Sunday of the month before issue month. Dragon fodder may be e-mailed
to stgdragon@gmail.com or to the church office or placed in the folder marked “Dragon” in the wall file on
the landing between classrooms and offices.

Editor: Tom Boschert           Contributing Artist: Mrs. Charles McConnell (Sue)

Calendar

Lent

&

February

Feb. 2 Election Day Polling Place      PH
Liturgical Com. – 7:00 pm - CR

Feb. 4 Order of St. Luke – 7:00 pm – CR
Feb. 9 WEDG – Jefferson’s  6:30 pm
Feb. 11 Order of St. Luke – 7:00 pm – CR
Feb. 13 Mardi Gras – 7:00 pm    PH
Feb. 15 Office closed – President’s Day
                      Vestry Meeting  -7:00 pm   CR
Feb. 16 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

           5:30 pm – 7:00 pm    PH
Feb. 17 Ash Wednesday – Services –

           9:30 am; and 7:00 pm
Feb. 19 Stations of the Cross

St. Luke Roman Catholic Church – 12:10 pm
Feb. 25 Soup Supper 6:00 pm
                       Lenten Program at 7:00 pm  PH
Feb. 26 Stations of the Cross

St. Luke Roman Catholic Church – 12:10 pm
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Ash Wednesday,
Lenten Devotional Book,
Soup Suppers & Study Start Feb 25
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday
February 17.  The Eucharist and the

As an aid with home study and
discipline, the parish has prepared the 12th

edition of our Lenten devotional
book.  Forty seven volunteers at St. George’s
have read selected Scriptures, prayed about its
meaning, and collected their thoughts in daily
meditations.  The 2010 volume will be
available before Lent begins.

The Soup Suppers and
evening study will begin Thursday
evening February 25th.   Holy Baptism
will be the theme of the study.  The Social
Concerns and Spiritual Growth Commissions
team up to sponsor St. George’s annual
Thursday evening Lenten soup supper program
to develop the five week program.  Four

imposition of ashes will be held in church at
9:30 am. and 7:00 pm.

favorite speakers will examine Baptism from its
earliest beginnings.
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