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Hope, Heat, 
Clouds and 

Breezes 
 It was hot! The week prior, the 
weatherman said the temps on July 22 
were expected to hit triple digits. Several 
months ago, when I first heard that Tom 
and Judy Skaff were asking for volunteers 
for this year’s Convoy for Hope, it wasn’t 
so hot. I hope you all have read about 
Convoy for Hope in previous newsletters.  
It is a wonderful coming together of be-
lievers, pooling their skills and abilities to 
meet the needs of those who attend. This 
year, Convoy convened on the grounds of 
the Jackie Joyner-Kersee Center in East St. 
Louis.   
 

Although I was skeptical about the heat, I 
had agreed to go and so on Friday night, I 
joined the Skaffs at the rally where well 
over 1,000 members from 132 different 
churches came together to get “prayed 
up”. Participants included people from St. 
George’s, St. Michael’s and St. Mark Lu-
theran—there was even a group who had 
traveled 5 hours from Wisconsin! The at-
mosphere was one of praise and thanksgiv-
ing and joy at the prospect of helping as 
many “Guests of Honor” as possible.  Sev-
eral pastors took the stage to offer prayers 
for the next day, for the success of the 
event and for those who would attend. At 
the end, one of the pastors prayed for a 
cloud to cover the sun and cool breezes to 
blow through the grounds. Then, we each 
had to carry our chair out to the various 
tents to complete the setup for the next 
day.  
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Rally Day reunites our community! 
 

Reconnect on Rally Day  
August 27, 9 am 

 
 

Come home to Saint George's on Rally Day. The festivities 
begin with an old fashioned potluck breakfast in the parish hall. 
Parishioners are encouraged to bring their best dishes to share. 
 

This event reestablishes the bonds of those who attend the 8 
and 10:30 am Eucharists. It is also an opportunity to have con-
versation with your brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 

One person described it as Facebook, but without the book. 
“It’s face to face.” Parishioners will see old friends, make new 
ones, share adventures and discuss plans and ideas. We can 
learn about different organizations and opportunities for ser-
vice.  
 

This exciting event is a homecoming and kick-off for the up-
coming year’s Christian Education and Formation with Sunday 
school enrollment. Parents are encouraged to register their chil-
dren.  
 

Mark the date on your calendar. Put a star or two next to it!  
Celebrate Rally Day with your  church family Aug 27. 
 

— Tom Boschert 



2 

Are You Called to Serve? 
Acolytes  

 

Saint George’s Parish is seeking new acolytes! This is  
a great opportunity for children and adults to give back 
to the church by assisting at the Eucharists. On Sunday, 
August 13, a meeting and training session has been 
scheduled. For additional information or to volunteer, 
please call or email Nathan Scott at 618-477-3050, 
ndscott@outlook.com. 

 

Sunday School Teachers 
 

Do you love telling stories? Do you enjoy watching 
children grow in their faith? Do you love to laugh? If 
your answer yes to any of these questions, then you 
might enjoy being a part of our awesome Sun-
day School. More teachers are needed to provide loving 
and nurturing instruction, implementing the Godly Play 
curriculum. Godly Play makes teaching easy with very 
little planning. To learn more, please contact St. 
George's Sunday School Coordinator Mae Scott at 618-
477-3046 or mae.a.scott@gmail.com. 

Ministry Milestone: Father 
Coleman’s Tenth Anniversary 
at Saint George’s 
 

June 1 marked Father Coleman’s tenth anniversary as 
priest at Saint George’s. From preaching sermons and 
blessing pets to slinging chili at the Chili Cook-Off, 
Father Dale has served the parish in a variety of ways. 
Saint George’s thanks Father Coleman for his leader-
ship and dedication.           

Holy Baptism 
 

Saint George’s is pleased to announce the upcoming 
baptisms of Jackson Jarvis, son of Robert and Ashley 
Jarvis, and Lennon Howard and Harrison Howard, 
the sons of Justin Howard and Rebecca Rea.  These 
youngsters are also the grandchildren of Gary and 
Donna Rea. The baptisms take place on August 27. 
 

Holy Baptism is the sacramental rite of full initiation, 
by water and the Holy Spirit, into membership in the 
Christian church. During the Baptismal Rite, all 
members of the congregation renew their own Bap-
tismal Covenant and welcome the newly baptized 
into the community of faith. Please join the Rae, Jar-
vis, and Howard families on this special day! 

Sunday School resumes on 
September 10 at 9 a.m.   

 

mailto:ndscott@outlook.com
mailto:mae.a.scott@gmail.com
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We pray for:    
 

Parishioners:  Tom Boschert, Lore Cook, Ted Cook,  
Maryann Fernandez, Audrey Fouts, Nancy Friesen, Jeff 
Gates, Don Gillen, Sharon Gottschall, Jeff Harvey, Ron  
Hoercher, Mary Ann Karch, Steve King, Sharon Lavely,  
John Lynch, Charles McConnell, Mary Mohrman, Rebecca 
Rea, Margaret Schilling, Vince Torigian, Jean Vaughn;   
 

Family & Friends: Sue Buckley, Mary Cafferata, Shirley 
Cafferata, Tony Clavier+priest, Chris Coats+priest, Jim Cox, 
Hope Doering, Mark & Virginia Ellis, Margaret Evans,  
Barbara Fisher, Grace Fox, Ken Gearhardt, Mavis Grimm, 
Cynthia Guyon, Jack Hafford, Aldara Henderson, David  
Irby, Maeve Kincaid, Richard King, Barry Langenbach, Kim 
Levick, Ismael Lopez, Donna Lynk, Charlene McCormick, 
Katie McCrary, Donald Mueller, J.W. Oglesby, Lynne  
Phillips, Betty Radzik, Holly Rasmussen, Archie Schoenbeck, 
Susan Sleaford, Andrew Smith, Harold Smith, Linda Smith, 
Barry Streeter Kent Thomas, Stacey Toenjes, Paul Travous, 
Liz Weilbacher, Stormy White, Kelly Whitney, Grace Ziegler, 
Jamie Ziegler;     
 

For those in service of our country: Joshua Arbogast, Neal 
Ballas, Dan Durbin, Steven Gates, Daniel Gearhart, Kenneth 
Gearhart, Beth Graboritz, Gene Hart, Kalen Jones, Dan 
Kitchell, Eric Lunan, Tyler Murphy, Nathan Scott, Philip Sur-
rey, Creighton Worley;                             
 

   Those Celebrating              Those Celebrating 
         Birthdays      Anniversaries 
    2    Greg Lynch  2   Brian & Gina Maves  
  3    Robert Jarvis  3   PK & Diane Johnson 
          Quinn Pazderka  4   Steven & Mary Mathus  
  Michelle Ziegler  5   James Viguerie & 
 5 Steve Bolster                      Julie Herr  
 8 Kathy Parsons  7   Steven & Sarah Bender 
 10 Eric Mannix           19   Tom & Marilyn Boschert  
  Laureen Torigian                 
 15 Mark Slocomb               
 16   Elaine Thebus 
  19    Liz Briesacher    Those Expecting  
 22 Nathan Tenpenny                     Children    
  Bill Zimmermann       Kelly & Steve Skaff 
 23 John Ledden                       Sarah & Phil Surrey 
 23 Jack Pidgeon                       Kate & Travis Welborn 
  28    David Welch 
 29 Ron Hoercher     
 29 Jeff Nieman                        
 31 Krista Davidson                    
  Laura Mannix          
 

Saint George’s Parish Family For the Departed 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Muriel (Pat) Brock  

June 25, 1931-July 10, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Bryant 

September 13, 1952-July 13, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Massey 

October 10, 1938-July 17, 2017  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Peel 

May 24,m 1931-July 17, 2017 
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HOPE , from Pg. 1 
 

The St. George’s group planned on being part of the 
Groceries area. We would fill plastic bags with gro-
ceries, tie the bags and place them on the tables 
awaiting the Guests. Seemed simple enough. Then, 
that Saturday morning with heat advisories on the 
Weather Channel, we arrived to see where the Gro-
ceries area was set up—no shade. Two long rows of 
food were set up, where people would walk down the 
aisle, putting different things in the bags, carry the 
bags to the “tying tables” and then a runner would 
take the bags to another set of tables. At the volun-
teer meeting that morning, the leader asked for 250 
volunteers to help with Groceries. (Whew! It wasn’t 
just our small group.) We headed over to the food 
area and got to work. I was a runner and tie-er.   
 

And then IT happened. A small cloud attempted to 
cover the sun. I looked to the west and noticed a 
whole bank of clouds (some fairly dark) heading east.  
They arrived soon and we found ourselves shaded 
from the sun’s rays.  Not only that, but at the same  
time, a perfectly cool and steady breeze picked up.  I 
took a few seconds to pause and thank God and I 
marveled at the group of people from all walks of life, 
multiple races, ages, and abilities who come to offer 
whatever they had to give to those Guests of Honor.  
They received haircuts, family portraits, shoes & 
clothing, information on valuable resources, help with 
resumes, prayer and counseling AND food—we had 
tied 5,032 bags. There were people handing out Bi-
bles, and a tent to help Veterans and a play area for 
the kids. The whole event was so well organized and 
of course, covered in prayer.  
 

The clouds disappeared right at the time we were fin-
ished packing food. The tables were so full of bags of 
food that bags were piled up under the tables until 
you couldn’t even tell that there were tables under 
there. Yes, the sun came on strong for the rest of the 
day BUT, the breeze stayed with us. And while it was 
hot in the sun, we rotated through and took breaks 
under the tents in the shade and enjoyed the breezes. 
At the end of the event, the leftover food was collect-
ed by a variety of people to distribute at local food 
pantries—including ours. 
 

My friends, never underestimate the power of a sim-
ple heartfelt prayer. God listens and God answers. 
Amen. 
 

— Vicki Hall 

Serendipity with St. Mark  
 

Did you know that St. George’s Episcopal Church 
and St. Mark Lutheran Church have shared the same 
facility for thirty-five years? This joint venture has 
blessed both faith communities and the city of Belle-
ville in  numerous ways. Both parishes look forward 
to another successful thirty-five years. 

Vicki Hall busily tying grocery bags at the Convoy of 

Hope. 
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Thanks be to God  
and to You! 

Thanks to all who participated in Convoy of Hope through your 
prayers, gifts and on site serving.  God blessed on many levels.  Hot 
weather did not dampen the excitement and joy of bringing hope to 
this community!  
 

I have been involved in multiple events for the community 
of East St. Louis and this was by far the most organized 
and well managed event. You were all a true pleasure to 
work with and a godsend for a community that needed 
this day! The Jackie Joyner-Kersee Foundation is truly 
blessed to be able to be part of such an amazing day.    
 

                       All thanks to God! 
 

Mike Greenfield, Director of Programs, JJK 

 

Convoy  Volunteers 

Sing to the Lord a New Song 
 

Choristers will start rehearsals again on Wednesday, September 6th at 5:30 p.m. Our rehearsals occur in the 
choristers' room upstairs by the Sunday school rooms and they last until 6:30 pm. All children in 2nd-7th grade 
are invited to join us! We sing every other week, at the 5:00 Christmas eve service and present a musical in May. 
We sing, learn how to read music, learn about the church, play musical baseball and have holiday parties.  
  

The Adult Choir will also resume rehearsals on Wednesday, September 6th at 7:30 p.m. in the chapel.   
Rehearsals go until 9:-00 p.m. The adult choir sings every Sunday and for Feast day services. We also join St.  
Mark choir to sing at joint services. New members are ALWAYS welcome! 
 

I look forward to seeing all choristers and choir members back, and new singers too! Please call or email me if 
you have any questions!  
  

                                                                                                  Musically yours, 
 

          Nancy Ypma, Director of Music and Organist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint George’s Choir sings evensong  at Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis. 
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WEDG Hops Over to the Hop House 

 

The WEDG (Women's Ecumenical Dining Group) will be gathering at the Hop House, for DINNER, 6:30 pm, 
on Wednesday, August 23rd. It is located at 1214 Central Park Drive, O'Fallon, phone 726-2740, across from 
Menard's. It features southern dishes to tempt the palate! Please call the church office, 233-6320, for reservations 
(head count). Ladies, this Dutch Treat event is for YOU! So if you are 18 or above.....Come for Good Fun,  
Good Food, and Good Conversation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDG diners enjoy tasty Mexican dishes at Chalula’s. Olé! From left to right; 
Terry Paeltz, Sue Vaughn, Joan Barnes, Rosemary Paeltz, Diane Laedlein,  

Kim Christ, Roz Holden, Liz Briesacher, and Kathy Parsons.  
 

Congratulations! 
 

Our parish celebrates with Travis Welborn who was 
promoted to Master Sergeant, Phil Surrey who was pro-
moted to Major, and Beth Graboritz who was promoted 
to Colonel.       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

September Lawn Care 

The parish needs volunteers to mow the lawn in Sep-

tember. For additional information or to volunteer, 

contact Joe Hooten at 618-567-9693 or Henry Evans 

at 618-233-6320.  



7 

De Colores 
Saint George’s Cursillistas!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
De Colores, St. George's Cursillistas! 
 

Thank you for the support that all of you provided to make 
Cursillo XXXV such meaningful experience for the candi-
dates. Many people participated in a variety of ways either 
with a physical presence at Toddhall, the gift of Palanca, or in 
a spiritual sense, through prayer and sacrifice. Whatever path 
was chosen, it was most appreciated by the candidates and 
team. 
 

I would ask that you begin praying for Margaret Brown, who 
has been called to be the Rector of Cursillo XXXVI, as she 
prepares for this awesome responsibility. 
 

                                       Ultreya! 
 

Cindy Lynk,  Rector, Cursillo XXXV 

And another good benefit was the food. I have never had food 
look so good, smell so good and taste so much like cheap 
cardboard as that in the hospital. Only the fact that I lost 47 
pounds in those two months gave me any pleasant thoughts at 
all about the menu. Unfortunately for me, Marilyn is an excel-
lent cook and I’ve managed to put quite a few of those pounds 
back on!                                                         
 

My intent is not to bore you but to try to make you realize that 
prayers for me were truly and gratefully felt. The fact that I 
was aware that a whole lot of people I know and love and 
some who didn’t know me at all, were rooting for me to get 
well gave me added inspiration to do what the therapists said 
so I could escape the “prison” and get back to being a mem-
ber of society in general and St. George’s parish in particular.  
 

While I’m still, technically, in rehabilitation, I feel about as 
good emotionally and physically as I have for a couple years.  
 
 

Expressing my gratitude to St. George’s, Dale and all the pa-
rishioners is difficult because it means so much to me. Suffice 
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With Heartfelt Thanks 
 

To all my dear friends and loved ones at St. 
George’s… 
 

Early in June 2016, after nearly two months 
in that institution I was released from Memo-
rial Care Center and arrived home. My long 
hospitalization was a result partly of my earli-
er failure to realize how debilitating hospitali-
zation can be and how important physical 
therapy is to recovery. In 2016, I spent my 
birthday, Memorial Day and Mother’s Day in 
the hospital looking out a window. 
 

My spirits while in the hospital were buoyed 
by visits from various parishioners as well as 
daily visits from my beautiful wife, Marilyn, 
and Father Dale’s weekly visits for commun-
ion.  
 

Although my emotions took a beating while 
feeling sorry for myself, I felt emotional grati-
tude and a spiritual boost from prayers from 
friends and loved ones and especially know-
ing that many of St. George’s parishioners 
were also praying for me, even though many 
may not have known who I was. And a sweet 
little old African-American lady patient tech-
nician, to whom I expressed my frustration 
and anger at being in the hospital, offered me 
some advice that served me well. “You got-
ta,” she said, “practice the two ‘Ps’.”  
 

“What?” 
 

“The two ‘Ps.’—Patience and Prayer.  
 

They’ll take you anywhere you want to go.”  
 

She was right, of course, although the 
“patience” part came a lot harder and slower 
than the “prayer” part. I have never been 
very patient and that part of my recovery has 
not improved a great deal. However, remem-
bering the two “Ps” has more often caused 
me to pause than in the past, but I’m not yet 
able to suppress some “naughty” words when 
things don’t go right.  
 

What was great about my stay was the fact 
that every day, and most especially on Sun-
days, I could feel the prayers that were said to 
speed up my recovery. And I never prayed as 
much in my entire life as I did in those nearly 
two months of lying in a hospital bed at 
night.  
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Saint 
George’s  
Children  
cheer on 
Rally 
Day! 

THANKS, from pg. 7 
 

it to say that my “recovery” may well have gone 
a different direction were it not for the prayers 
of St. George’s congregation. Thank you all and 
may God bless our church, our parishioners, 
our rector and my hugs for each of you are ex-
tended through this missive.  

                                                                                      
                   May God Bless us in all our doings. 
                           

                   Don Gillen 

On October sixth and seventh, from 11:00 
am - 10:30 pm, St. George’s will participate in 
the Belleville Chili Cook-Off in downtown 
Belleville. St. George’s has participated for 22 
years in the making and selling of Dragon 
Breath and Dragon Fire White Chili. Over 
time, the quantity prepared has increased 
from 30 gallons to 300 gallons. Last year the 
chili was sold out by 6:40 pm Saturday even-
ing! 
 

All proceeds are donated to the Franklin 
Neighborhood Community Association. Last 
year’s donation amounted to $9,500.  
 

To volunteer or for additional information, 
please phone David Buckley at 618-520-9333. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities  
 

 Recruiting and scheduling booth workers    
 Manning booths  
 Mixing and heating batches 
 Delivering chili to the booth  
 Set-Up on Thursday evening, October 5, 

6:00 – 8:00 pm  
 Clean Up & Dismantling on Saturday 

evening, October 7, 10:00 – 11:30 pm 
 

Great Bowls of Fire! Dragon Breath Chili! 

Slinging Chili at the Belleville Chili Cook-Off. 
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Feed My Sheep 
 

The St. George's/St. Mark Food Panty is going strong, thanks to the many volun-
teers, the generosity of food donors from District 118 and the patrons of the Postal 
Carriers Food Drive.   
 

This Belleville/Swansea Ministry serves a regular clientele who may come once eve-
ry 30 days for a bag of standard items. This bag contains enough food for 4-7 
days. When these clients utilize other pantries, they can be assured of food for the 
other 3 weeks of the month. 
 

Donations are always accepted. Items in high demand include chili, ravioli, stews, 
and cooking oil. Clients are always grateful for surprise treats. Those include 
brownies, cakes and Jello. The pantry also distributes personal care products includ-
ing toilet paper and soap. Of course, continued prayer is always needed!   
 

There are other ways to donate. Produce from home gardens can be shared during 
the summer months. Monetary gifts are accepted and can be designated as a com-
memoration or memorial gift.   
 

On Sunday, September 24 at 11:30 a.m., the Food Pantry Committee is meeting.  
All interested parishioners are invited to attend. 

FNCA School Supply Drive 
Saint George’s Community Service Commission and Saint Mark 
Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee are joining forces in collect-
ing school supplies for the Franklin Neighborhood Community As-
sociation (FNCA ). Donations will be accepted through August 13 
and donations should be placed in the large box in the Canterbury 
room. Thank you for supporting the children and schools in our 
community!  
 

The following is a list of desired items: 

 crayons  

 book covers  

 pencils  

 note cards  

 colored pencils 

 pencil sharpeners 

 tissue boxes 

 hand sanitizer  

 erasers 

 E‐Z writing tablets  

 scissors  

 folders  

 rulers  

 three‐ring binders  

 school glue 

 notebooks  

 glue sticks 

 compasses  

 colored markers 

 protractors  

 highlighters 

 calculators  

 pencil boxes 

 backpacks  

 alphabet and math 

flashcards  

 wide‐ruled loose‐

leaf paper  

Saint George’s is helping children by 
Collecting school supplies. 
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Saint George’s Episcopal Church 
105 East D Street 
Belleville, IL 62220 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint George’s Staff  & Vestry 
Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield Sunday School Director  Newsletter Team  

The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins, D.D  Mae Scott    Henry Evans 

Rector      Sexton     Cindy Lynk 

The Rev. Canon Dale Coleman, Rector Jeff Holtgrewe    Randi Cardoza 

Rector Emeritus          

The Rev. Canon Elliot Blackburn  Vestry      

Music Director    Steve Skaff, Senior Warden  Tom Boschert  

Nancy S. Ypma, D.Mus.   Brian Maves, Junior Warden  Maryann Fernandez 

Parish Administrator    Ruth Ann Weber, Treasurer  Nancy Friesen  

Henry Evans     Julie Herr, Clerk   Cindy Lynk 

      Sarah Bender    Bill Zimmermann 

Office Hours     Lumley Bevineau 

Monday - Friday    Father Coleman 
9:00 am - 3:00 pm    fatherdale@sbcglobal.net    
stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net   For Pastoral Emergencies phone:  618-789-3723 
  

mailto:fatherdale@sbcglobal.net
mailto:stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net

