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Archbishop of Canterbury offers
an inspirational Advent message.
Check it online at —  http://
onajoyfuljourney.blogspot.com/
2008/11/archbishop-of-
canterbury-on-advent.html

     For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
     All Christians recognize John 3:16.  God
made man.  The incarnate word.  A Savior is
born.  Christmas is coming.  Advent is a time
to prepare but not with lights and trees and
parties and over indulging in drink and food.

     Advent is a time to prepare with quiet time,
to reflect, await, to look at ourselves.  The
Archbishop of Canterbury says to “be ready to
be changed.”

          Pope Gelasius I is credited with
formalizing the idea of Advent with five
Sundays.  In the sixth century Pope Gregory I
composed prayers, antiphons, readings, and
responses to enhance the liturgies of Advent.
Finally in the eleventh century . Pope Gregory
VII reduced the number of Sundays in Advent
to four beginning on the Sunday closest to the
feast of St. Andrew, November 30. About the
ninth century the Church designated the First
Sunday in Advent as the beginning of the
church year.

Continued on page 4
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St. George’s

Rector
The Rev. Canon
Dale D. Coleman
233-6320 (416-0620)

Senior Warden
Ed  Parsons
234-7663

Parish Warden
Dan  Duncan

Administrative  Assistant
Janet  Koch

Holy Eucharist
Sundays  8 and 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays  9:30 a.m.

Church School
Sundays (Sept. through May)
9 to 10:10 a.m.

Nursery
Sundays
9 a.m. to noon

St. George’s Dragon deadline is the third Sunday of the month before issue month. Dragon fodder may be e-mailed
to stgdragon@gmail.com or to the church office or placed in the folder marked “Dragon” in the wall file on
the landing between classrooms and offices.

Editor: Tom Boschert           Contributing Artist: Mrs. Charles McConnell (Sue)

Calendar

   December

Music Director
Nancy  S. Ypma, D.Mus.
234-1947

New Member Ministry
Tom Boschert &
Marilyn Boschert
222-9051

Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon
Elliot  H. Blackburn

Every Wednesday     9:30   Holy Eucharist/Healing Service
                              10:00 Prayer Group
                                   7:00 pm  Evening Prayer in the Church
Wednesdaty  - Sept. through May  -  Choristers -  5:30 pm
                                                           Choir -  7:30 pm
Monday  - Sept. through May -  Boy Scouts - PH - 7:30 pm

Dec. 2 WEDG – Fischer’s Restaurant – 6:30 pm
Dec. 5 Bookstore Christmas Sale

Choir participates in Advent Lessons & Carols
                          at Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis
Dec. 13 Vestry – 7:00 pm – CR
Dec  19            Potluck Breakfast 9:00 - PH
                          Children’s Pageant during 10:30 service
Dec. 24 Office closed

Holy Eucharist 5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist at 11:00 pm

                          with music at 10:40 pm
Dec. 25 Holy Eucharist at 10:30 am
Dec. 26 Morning Prayer at 10:30 am
Dec. 31 Office Closed
2011  Jan. 2 Order of St. Luke  6:30 pm - CR
Jan. 6 Joint Epiphany service - 7:00 pm
Jan. 10 Vestry – 7:00 pm – CR
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from my office to the fish’n hole
            … a few thoughts

A couple of years ago our preacher at the Diocesan Synod threw out the quip so
quickly, I wondered who got it.

Q.  What is the difference between a terrorist and a liturgist?
A. You can negotiate with a terrorist.

 I resemble that remark, as they say, and can get a little picky about liturgical
matters including seasons in the church year.  We know the church year begins with
Advent, and the themes of preparation for Christ’s coming into the world, into our lives.
This has always been to me a joyful change from the dog days after Pentecost, and (here
comes the pickiness) a real church season after long months of Sundays in “ordinary time”
shown with the use of green. (No, it is not “the season of Pentecost” as so many priests
and deacons have stated, usually with a Forward Movement tract to support their case.)

At St.George’s the color of the season is blue, the traditional color for Advent from
one part of Church of England which desired to distinguish this season from Lent.
Advent’s themes are signified by the increasing number of lit candles in the Advent Wreath,
an increasing sense of anticipation of the light coming into the world in the birth of Jesus.

May we allow this season to be a time of preparation for the glorious news of the
Incarnation, and the love and mercy and peace which is given us and the world through the
coming of Christ.

Faithfully yours in Christ
Fr. Dale+

OUT OF THE ORDINARY
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Christmas Joy - The Incarnate Word

     The Church does not
know the exact date or time
of the year of Jesus’ birth.
The choice of December 25,
may have happened in the late
third century.  Many pagan
observances reflected similar
ideas such the church’s
identification of God’s son
with the celestial sun.
December 25 had two other
feasts,  the Roman festival for
the “birth of the unconquered
sun”, and the Iranian “Sun of
Righteousness’s” birthday.  It
was also near the time of the
winter solstice. “Seeing that
pagans were already exalting
deities with some parallels to
the true deity, church leaders
decided to commandeer the
date and introduce a new
festival.”

     After Emperor Constan-
tine declared Christianity the
state’s religion, the first
Christmas to be held on
December 25 was in 336.
Western and Eastern Christ-
ians eventually accepted
December 25 as the birthday
of Christ.  However, in the
sixteenth century the Greg-
orian calendar was adopted.
Thirteen days were deleted

Advent - Anticipation

from the calendar.  (The
reason and explanation is
another story.)  The Eastern
Church would not accept
this and celebrate Christmas
according to the Julian cal-

Continued from page 1

 St. George’s Bookstore

Big Bash!

Mega-Sale
Dec. 5, 2010

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

25% ALL Jewelry
(including James Avery)

25% off all advent calendars
25% off all wreaths

25% off all candle holders
50% off selected books

10% off all Bibles and Concordances
Clearance table markdowns

endar which is 13 days after
December 25.

     For us Christmas will come
December 25.  We will hold
services on the eve and in the
morning.  We shall sing, we shall
offer incense, we shall offer
prayer.  We will be filled with
joy. Oh Come let us adore Him.
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CHRISTMAS
AND

EPIPHANY SCHEDULE

Sunday, December 19 Advent 4
8:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Breakfast Potluck
10:30 am  Holy Eucharist with Christmas Pageant

Friday, December 24 Christmas Eve Services
5:00  pm  Family Christmas Eucharist

11:00 pm  Christmas Celebration of the Holy Eucharist
preceded by music beginning at 10:40 pm

Saturday, Christmas Day
10:30 am  Holy Eucharist

Sunday December 26, 20010
10:30 am  Morning Prayer

Child care provided
No Church School

Sunday, January 2, 2011
8:00 am Holy Eucharist
10:30 am Holy Eucharist

Thursday, January 6, 2011
7:00 pm  Joint Holy Eucharist with St. Mark

Congratulations
Congratulations to Brendan Christopher Dow, son of Shawn
and Jessics Dow and great-grandson of Shirley Todd, and
Soren Johanson, son of Andria Williams and David Johanson
and  brother of Nora. They were baptized  last Sunday.

Work Projects
Around Church
     Joe Hooten reports the
St. George and St Mark
volunteers who did the
trimming, raking and leaf
removal at the November
work day did a great job!
Joe says THANKS for the
hard work!
     The final cleanup is
scheduled for December 11
preparing for Christmas.  Joe
said, “Unfortunately, all those
leaves have not fallen yet,
and we could still use some
weeding.  Looking forward
to working with you.”
     The old paint is being
taken off and the windows
replaced on the west en-
trance to the Chapel.  God
bless Don Mueller of  St.
Mark who is doing the work.
Joe says,   “Please thank
him.  He is a real blessing to
our church.”

Memorial envelopes for
Christmas greenery are in
the pews through the 3rd
Sunday of Advent, Decem-
ber 12.  Offerings must be
turned in to the office by
December 16 to be in-
cluded in the Christmas
bulletins
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Sympathy to
We extend our sympathy
and prayers to Nicki and
Robert Massie and family on
the death of Nicki’s brother
Kevin Johnson, who died
Friday, November 3 in
Seattle, WA.  We pray for
the repose of the soul of
Kevin.

Donations Down

Boy Scouts For Food
     The Boy Scouts and volun-
teers at our parish hall worked
hard but the results were lower
than hoped during the Novem-
ber Scouting For Food drive.
George Evans,  food pantry  dir-
ector,  said the giving was down
by as much as 40 percent.
     Some of our normal big par-
ticipants received much lower
quantities. We’ll be out of food
by March. Very shortly we’ll be

 struggling with a lack meat

St. Nicholas
To Visit
This Sunday
St. Nicholas, protector and
patron saint of children, will
visit St. George’s  this Sun-
day December 5th following
the 10:30 Eucharist.  The
good bishop has been visit-
ing us several years to the
delight of the children and
adults alike.
     St. Nicholas was born
during the third century. A
devout Christian, he sold
what he owned and give the
money to the poor.”
     He dedicated his life to
serving God.  He was made
Bishop and  became well
known for his generosity to
those in need, his love for
children, and his concern for
sailors and ships.
     There are many stories
of miracles he performed.
More than 2,000 churches
have been  named for him
and he is patron saint of
more  than 150 professions,
organizations and groups.
He is also patron saint of 11
countries and regions and
cities and towns in 29
countries.

Snow Removal Team
Being Formed
We need members to join our
snow removal team.  We will
have someone doing the cleanup
of snow in the streets and
parking lots.  We need people to
come out and help with snow
removal on the walks and steps. 
Please give your name  name to
the office or Joe Hooten.

Toddhall News
     Fifteen groups with more
than 500 people will be using
Toddhall this month..
     In the Nov 28 Belleville
New Democrat Magazine,
the cooks were featured in a
story called “Treat or
retreat.”  Melinda Studt,
Elisabeth Weilbacher and
Stephanie Johnson were
pictured and  featured in the
story plus the popular
Chicken salad recipe.

    Thanks to all who worked
so hard and those who gave
food to the pantry.

     The economy is still very
difficult. The next large food
drive will be in the spring.

and fish products.  .

Sympathy to
We offer sympathy and prayers
to the family and friends of Ad-
rienne Glauber, who died  Oct
15.  We offer prayers for special
friends Taylor Fehrenz and John
Dennis.  The three have been  a
big part of our extended EYC.



7

Happy Anniversary
12/11  Kenneth & Sharon Gottschall
12/29               Rod & Polly Hampton
12/30  Charles & Louise Robertson
1/3                David & Sheri Welch
1/15                Bob & Bonnie Flach

December and January

St. George’s Choir
Joins Missouri Choirs
At Cathedral Festival
     Once again joining the rich
tradition of Christ Church
Cathedral of St. Louis, our
choir will join choirs from the
Missouri diocese in an
Advent Festival of Lessons
and Carols.  The service will
be held this Sunday
December 5 at 6:00 pm at
the cathedral.  The cathedral
is located at 1210 Locust St,
a block past N. Tucker.
     Ten choirs and ensembles
from the Episcopal Diocese
of Missouri perform music of
the season of Advent.  Dr
Nancy Ypma, St. George’s
Director of Music, says our
choir has joined with the
choirs of our sister diocese
and taken part in this annual

festival for more than 15
years.  She says on few
occasions we also took part
in the festival when Ann Dunn
was Choir Director.
     Father Dale said it is a
beautiful service and hopes
many of our members will
attend and enjoy this special
treat on the 2nd Sunday of
Advent.

Sympathy to
We extend our sympathy and
prayers to Cindy Lynk and
family on the death of Cindy’s
sister Carla Rohowetz who
died Thursday, November
18.  We pray for the repose
of the soul of Carla.

Thank You
     Thank you to Father Dale
and all my St. George’s family
who kept me in their prayers,
sent cards, called and visited
me during my surgeries and
recoveries this past year.  It
has been quite a year, but one
filled with hope and thankful-
ness that I am in the midst of
wonderful and loving people.
The lovely yellow rose made
me smile whenever I looked
at it.
Thank you!  Pat Duncan

    On the 4th Sunday of Ad-
vent, we will be sharing
breakfast in the parish hall at
9:00.  This will give the entire
parish family an opportunity to
be together before Christ-
mas.  “It will be an exciting
day as the children prepare
for their pageant allowing the
adults to relax after breakfast.
The pageant will be presented
during the 10:30 service.”
    Our breakfast potlucks
have been fun events. With
Christmas quickly approach-
ing, the breakfast fare may
take on a holiday flare.

Potluck Breakfast,
Children’s Pageant
Set For Dec 19
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     On a recent trip to visit
their son and his family, Tom
and Marilyn Boschert
attended a Sunday  Eucharist
at the Washington National
Cathedral.  While touring ,
they heard their names is
called out.
     Former member of St.
George’s and  also member
of our choir,  Anton Vander-
pool said, “Hello!”  Anton
sent greeting to Nancy Ypma
and his many friends at St.
George’s.  He was a member
here during the mid 90’s while
stationed at Scott AFB.  He
has since retired from the Air
Force and is working for a
private firm.  He attends St.
Albans which is the small
parish church on the grounds
of the National Cathedral and
is a member of their choir.

Sympathy to
We extend our sympathy and
prayers to Ann Dunn and
family on the death of Ann’s
sister-in-law, Frances
Fletcher who died Saturday,
November 20.  We pray for
the repose of her soul.

At National Cathedral
Former Choir Member
Greets Visitors     How can I adequately

express my thanks and love
for all my dear friends at St.
George’s after my stroke on
Sept. 17? Your concern for
my health was simply
overwhelming. The many
“get-well” visits, cards, phone
calls, flowers, food, Father
Dale, and prayers for my
recovery have been prime
factors along with much loving
care of  Marilyn, my wife of
60 years, as I traveled the
path to overcoming the
somewhat debilitating effects
of the stroke. Thanks to all of
you, my recovery is close to
normal although not complete.
But there is light at the end of

Dear Friends Thank You
the tunnel and my full abilities
should return in a few weeks.
     I have very much missed
your physical company and I
hope that I will once again be
among you by the time this is
published.
     Thanks again, one and all.
You have once again proved
that St. George’s is the most
wonderful Episcopal Church
in ECUSA. Thank God that I
am privileged to be one of its
members.
     With love and affection for
all—      Don Gillen

Blood Drive
Nets 17 Units
    Frank Rogers reports 21
people were screened to
donate blood and 17 were
eligible and donated blood.
Four were deferred for var-
ious reasons.  There was a
steady stream of donors.
Frank thanks the donors and
all those who wanted to give.

2011 Offering Envelopes
will be in the Canterbury
this Sunday, December 5. 
Please take your envelopes
home.  This will help your
church save on a very
limited postage budget.

The lyrics of the anthem sung
at each  Sunday are printed in
the bulletin.  Terry Paeltz pre-
pares them so the congrega-
tion may reflect on the words
while the choir sings. Father
Dale and Dr. Ypma work
closely to select music that
blends with the lessons and
Church season.

Anthem Lyrics Printed
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12/01 Andrew Mannix
Emily Althoff

12/03 Jackie Maple
Joan Barnes
Sarah Bender
Sean Gillen
Aidan Gillen

12/04 Morgan Dickey
12/05 Louise Robertson

Pamela Jones
12/07 Dawn Jung
12/08 Ellen Treadwell
12/10 Richard Slocomb
            (the grandson)

Brandon Walters
12/16 Julie Mathus
12/17 Kevin Korte
12/18 Becky Korte

Rosemary Paeltz
12/19 Dr. Dan Gillen

Eddy Lynk
John Mize

12/23 Ross Kincaid

Lana Kincaid
Sydney Walters

12/29 Janis Corbett
12/31 Pat Ledden

Marilyn Boschert
1/02 Aidan Walters
01/4 Lou Grubbs

Jennifer Hatzel

12/15 Dana Meyer

12/11 Ted Cook
12/14 Barney Barnes

Jim Althoff

12/28 Carol Isbell

11/23 Jeremy Robinson
Kelly Gillen

12/26 Robert Howard
Robert Massie, Sr.

Phi Theta Kappa
 Inducts Kelsey Maves
     The Southwestern Illinois College Phi Theta Kappa Theta
Epsilon Chapter recently held it induction ceremony to
welcome its newest members.  Kelsey Maves was among
them.  Phi Theta Kappa is a national honorary scholastic
society that promotes scholarship, develops character and
cultivates fellowship among students attending community
colleges.  Kelsey is the daughter of Brian and Gina Maves.

Still Time To Return Pledge cards
 If you have not turned in your
pledge card, please do so.
Our pledges are important for
planning the 2011 budget.
The pledge cards also allow

you to indicate your prefer-
ence in support for  the na-
tion al church and the dio-
cese.  Your commitment is
important to your church and
to you.

Dragon Changes
Publication Schedule
    There will be a slight
change to the publication
dates for the next three
Dragons.  The December
issue is being released the first
week of December.  The
change is due to the change in
office staff and allows for
effects of the holiday
schedule.
      January Dragon -  on
January 16.  The February
edition - on February 6 and
the March edition on March
6.  We will then resume the
normal release schedule.
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Vestry, Synod, Deanery Nominations Due
     It will soon be time to elect three new
vestry members, new synod delegates and
representatives to the Darrow deanery at the
annual meeting.
     The vestry is our elected body that makes
critical decisions about the operation and
expenditures of the church.
     Communicants in good standing, who
contribute to the support of the church may be
nominated to serve as vestry member, synod

delegate or deanery representative.   The
vestry meets monthly and possible special
meetings.  They often serve as a liaison to a
church commission or organization.  The term
of office is 3 years.  Please contact a vestry
member if you wish to be nominated.
     Vestry members completing their three year
term of office are: Ed Parsons,  Robert Hall
and George Schneider. We thank them for
their hard work and dedication.

2010 Deductions End Dec 31
     It’s time now to insure your pledge is up to
date and or makes plans for a special gift.  To
qualify for a 2010 tax deduction the contribu-
tions and pledge payments must be received in
the St. George’s office by Friday Dec. 31.

Sympathy to
We extend our sympathy and prayers to family
of long time parishioner Wanda Patterson,
who died Monday Oct 25.  We pray for the
repose of the soul of Wanda.

2011 Florence Martin Scholarship Information
     The 2011 Florence Martin Scholarship
applications will be ready to download from
the St. George’s website by January 2011.
The scholarship is for the purpose of attending
college, seminaries, nursing or medical school.
     An applicant must be a member of St.
George’s and have a high school diploma or
GED.  A new applicant must submit a
completed application, an official copy of a
current transcript, two letters of reference and
personal essay by the deadline which is March
15, 2011 for all submissions.
    Pat Duncan said it is important to publicize
the scholarship now because between then
and now are holidays, finals, and too many
activities squeezed into a few weeks.  Now is
the time to think about those that are eligible.
It is  open to current students, new students,
grad students and those who are on track to
med school or law school.  Encourage anyone
you know in these categories to apply.  Take a
look at the application online.

     This scholarship is available because of the
wishes of  a very special former member.
Florence Martin, teacher and a plant breeder,
was fond of her St. George’s family and
wanted to give something back to them.
Education was dear to her, so  she funded the
scholarship program to benefit members
throughout the years.  The next scholarship
will be awarded in the spring.
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Thinking about Christmas gifts?  Check out

 St. George’s Bookstore
Gift ideas:

Prayer Book/Hymnal Combo      Books
Holding Cross      Prayer Beads
Jewelry      Ornaments
Nativity Scenes      Bible on CD

Cards/Bookmarks
And much, much more

             There are still Christmas tags and children’s inform-
ation available for parishioners that would like to take part in
the Christmas For Kids program.  The Community Service
Commission project will continue until December 12.  A
special Christmas tree with tags is located in the Canterbury
Room.  The CSC is sponsoring the Lutheran Family Services
Children’s Home and Foster Care Program.

Robin Howard hopes parishioners will take a tag or
two from the tree along with the accompanying child’s
information from the manila envelopment.  Robin says the gifts
need to be wrapped and returned with a label no later that
Wednesday Dec 15.

CSC recommends that you not spend more than
$50.00 per child and do not feel bound to purchase large
ticket items.  “All kids dream big!”  If a child asks only for a
pair of sox, please include a doll, teddy bear, a watch or a
board game, to make their Christmas day special.

Our St. George’s family has offered terrific support of
our Angel Christmas Tree program for several years with the
difficult economy our help is again needed this year.  Thanks
St. George’s.

Christmas For Kids Program
Continues Until December 12

Share Cookies
With Inmates
     St. George’s bakers are
asked to make a few extra
cookies this Christmas Sea-
son.  Joe Bono, a Criminal
Justice Ministry volunteer,
said,  “Each year at Christmas
time we give cookies to the
inmates at the County Jail and
the Juvenile DetentionCenter.”
     Joe says the cookies are
powerful witness to the
inmates and asks that you
prepare an extra two dozen
to give to them.  These
cookies are the only gift most
of these people receive for
Christmas.  The cookies will
be picked up at church
following the 8 and the 10:30
services on December 19.
     On December 23rd, the
Criminal Justice Ministry
volunteers will sing Christmas
Carols inside the Jail while the
bags of cookies are distribut-
ed to the inmates by the
trustees and Jail guards.
     NOTE: This year the Jail
Superintendent requests that
NO NUTS or PEANUT
BUTTER be put in the
cookies.If you have questions
contact Joe Bono, 618-538-
5731.
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