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THE MEANING OF ADVENT 

 The Church’s year begins with Advent Sunday, 
December 2. While the rest of our culture is going bonkers 
with Christmas and “Santa Baby” and the five thousandth 
playing of “The Little Drummer Boy”, the Church is 
preparing for the coming of Jesus, His Advent, His coming 
into His world. 

 There is great wisdom in this need for us to recognize 
we are responding to God’s action of forgiving and loving us 
in Jesus. The central theme of Advent is waiting, 
symbolized by the pregnancy of Mary, a young Jewish 
woman whose people had waited long for the coming of the 
Messiah. Rushing into Christmas does harm to Advent’s 
message of waiting and preparation. I suggest that without 
Advent, Christmas is not Christmas. 

 I very much like St. George’s use of the color blue 
(from an English tradition) for this short season. Blue is the 
color for Mary and for Heaven. It points away from making 
Advent a penitential season like Lent. The theme is shown 
in the gradual crescendo of light in the Advent wreath, 
representing the light of Christ dispelling the world’s 
darkness.  

 May we gather with joy on Christmas Eve and Day and 
announce the glorious news of “God with us” in His Son 
Jesus, a celebration of twelve days. 

 May we have A Blessed Advent!  

Fr. Dale+  

St. George’s 
Christmas Pageant 

 St. George’s children 
and youth will present  a 
traditional Christmas 
Pageant on Sunday, 
December 23, at the 
10:30 service.  We will 
have a service of 
Morning Prayer, with the 
Pageant (which includes 
lots of carols) serving as 
our sermon. 
 Our readers, Mary & 
Joseph, kings, shepherds 
and angels were assigned 
last week, but there is 
always room for more!  If 
you have children who 
would like to participate, 
please let me know! 

Deacon Jody 
505-913-0375 

mjoan1960@yahoo.com. 
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St George’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Monday - Friday 

Office Phone: (618) 233-6320 
Office E-mail: stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net 
Website: http://stgeorges.wordpress.com 

 
Staff 

The Very Rev. Canon Dale D. Coleman, Rector 
The Rev. Deacon Joan (Jody) Coleman (505) 913-0375 
The Rev. Canon Elliot H. Blackburn, Rector Emeritus 

Nancy S. Ypma, D. Mus., Music Director (618) 234-1947 
Becky Harrison, Office Manager 

 
Church Officers 

Rector’s Warden - Dan Duncan    Parish Warden - Hal Inabinet 
    Treasurer - Ruth Weber    Clerk of the Vestry - Kim Christ 

 
Vestry Members 

  Class of 2012         Class of 2013    Class of 2014 
  Dan Duncan         Jim Gillispie    Chuck Evans 
  Hal Inabinet         Chelsea Meyer    Brian Maves 
  Betsy Rogers         Robert Vaughn    Michelle Ziegler 
 

New Member Ministry 
Sarah Bender    Nancy Kuehnl 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. George’s Dragon deadline is the third Sunday of the month before issue month. 
Dragon fodder may be e-mailed to stgdragon@gmail.com or to the church office or placed 
in the folder marked “Dragon” in the wall file on the landing between classrooms and 
offices. Editor: Tom Boschert 

Boy Scout Food Drive 
Highly Successful 

 
George Evans reports that the annual 
Boy Scout food drive was a wonderful 
success and resulted in 73 cases of food 
being collected.  George believes the 
food collected for our Food Pantry 
should last until March. 
 
Additional food was also donated by 
Frieze Harley Davidson as well as Home 
Pharmacy.  One anonymous donor 
recently gave the pantry a large amount 
of meat and canned goods. 
 
We have a continued heavy demand on 
our food pantry - one day we received 28 
requests for help. Many thanks to 
everyone who helped in the various tasks 
of collecting and sorting the food! 
 

ANGEL TREE GIFTS DUE  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 

When returning the wrapped gifts, 
Securely tie or tape your child’s gift tag 
to EVERY package(s) with requested 
information on the back of the gift tags 
— this is the only way Community Service 
and LCFS can ensure that your generous 
gift will be delivered to the child you 
selected. 

Please place wrapped gifts in the back 
pews of the church (by the prayer 
candles) by Sunday, December 9.  And 
please note that previously used gifts are 
prohibited by law. 

 

 
 

A ministry of 50 years 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Rector Emeritus Father Elliot 
Blackburn’s 50th anniversary of 
ordination to the priesthood is on the 
feast of St. Thomas, December 21.  A 
service of celebration will be held at St. 
John’s, Mason City IA, with St. 
Matthew’s by the Bridge, Iowa Falls, on 
December 15, followed by a luncheon. 

Fr. Elliot was ordained priest at his 
home church of St. David’s in Agawam, 
MA.  He served churches in Westfield, 
Maine, Ames Iowa, and Mason City Iowa, 
before coming to St. George’s in 
February 1984.   

Fr. Elliot and led the effort to build our 
new church and remodel the existing 
buildings. He sponsored two women who 
were ordained deacons and guided two 
curates.  He says he enjoyed his long 
ministry here and has many fond 
memories of his 16 years at St. 
George’s.  He retired in June 2000, after 
which he served as Priest in Charge in 
Centralia and assistant in Edwardsville! 

Returning to Iowa in 2007 brought the 
Blackburns closer to two of their 
children, while the youngest son and his 
family live near Indianapolis. Elliot 
remains very active both at St. John’s 
and as resident priest for St. Matthew’s 
by the Bridge. 

God Bless You Father Elliot and Helen!  
 
 
 
 

Holy Eucharist 
Sundays   8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Wednesdays   9:30 am 

Church School:  Sundays 9:00 am - Chapel Opening 
(September through May) 

Nursery: Sundays 9:00 am to noon 
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Last weekend, Junior & Senior High Youth from St. George’s and St. Michael’s 
(O’Fallon) went shopping for the children they chose from the Angel Tree! 

http://stgeorges.wordpress.com/


Christmas Blood Drive Scheduled Dec 23rd 

St. George’s will host a Blood Drive by the American Red Cross on Sunday, December 23, 
from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm in the Parish Hall.  The Christmas Pageant is that day, but it will 
be easy to come in between the two services or immediately after the second service.   

The blood supply is especially low right before the holidays, and donating blood is a gift 
that cannot be bought. Cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy often need platelets or 
sometimes whole blood. I was shocked to see how much blood it takes for a heart 
operation, such as bypasses or valve replacement – it takes many units of blood for these 
operations.  Victims of auto accidents and burn victims also usually require a lot of blood.  
I think these people would prefer blood units more than anything else for Christmas, and 
you can help them out.  

A frequent reason for deferrals has been low iron levels in prospective donor’s blood.  If 
you are border line and would like to boost your iron level, the following has been 
suggested by the American Red Cross: 

Eat meat such as beef, lamb, pork, turkey, ham, chicken, liver, or such fish as shrimp, 
tuna, scallops, sardines, or clams; eat fruit such as prunes, strawberries, apricots, 
watermelon, dates, or raisins; eat vegetables such as spinach, peas, broccoli, string 
beans, beets, tomatoes, or enriched bread, enriched noodles, enriched rice, or eggs. 
Vitamin C helps the absorption of the iron you eat.  If your low iron level is chronic you 
may want to consider an iron supplement.  (About half of your body’s iron is in your red 
blood cells.)  Avoid tea as this blocks the absorption of iron. Do not chew gum beforehand 
as this gives a false reading. 

Donors can be as young as 16, but will need a parental consent form if under 18. 

Sunday morning is an ideal time to donate. Donating takes 45 minutes to an hour. It is a 
simple, almost painless way to help those in need.  If you have any questions about the 
drive, please call Frank Rogers at 618-363-1045 or the Red Cross at 866-236-3276. 

Can You Donate Cookies for the Criminal Justice Ministry? 

 “It’s the time of year when we can show God’s love for those incarcerated and 
separated from family & friends,” says Joe Bono.  Joe is a member of the Criminal 
Justice Ministry, and they will be preparing packages for inmates with cookies and go 
caroling at the St. Clair County Jail and the Juvenile Detention Center in Belleville on 
December 20 at 6pm. Those interested in distributing/caroling are invited to go along.  

 Cookie donations should be brought to Church on December 16.  Joe asks for two 
dozen cookies but notes there should be no peanuts or peanut butter as some inmates 
have allergies to them. Anyone wishing to help package cookies may do so on Monday, 
Dec. 17 at Christ United Methodist Church, 339 Frank Scott Pkwy at 6pm. This will be the 
only Christmas gift these people will get and it is a powerful witness that God loves them 
and has not forgotten them. 

WEDG ADVENT DINNER 
 

WEDG (Women’s Ecumenical Dining 
Group) will be gathering for our annual 
Advent dinner at Fischer’s Restaurant, 
located at 2100 West Main, Belleville, 
233-1131.   

We will meet on Monday. December 17, 
at 6:30 pm, for Good Fun, Good Food, 
and Good Conversation. Please join us as 
we prepare for our Lord’s coming. 

Call the church office for reservations at 
233-6320.  



 
Anniversary Photos 

Available 
The St. George/St. Mark 30th 
anniversary celebration service/lunch 
has been captured in a hardcover photo 
album by Debbie Koharik, and copies are 
available to members of our churches. 

Debbie has uploaded photos of our 
celebration to a secure “Group Room” 
on the Snapfish photo sharing website. 
Parishioners may access the site to order 
individual prints or select photos for a 
memento album. Anyone who took 
photos at the anniversary celebration is 
also encouraged to upload their photos 
to the site so others can share. 

If you’re not already a Snapfish member, 
you’ll only need an email address to 
start an account. Please contact Debbie 
at (618) 416-4597 for the password to 
our Group Room. 

Thank you, Debbie! 

ST. NICK TO VISIT! 
St. Nicholas will be visiting 

St. George’s 
during the 10:30 service 

on December 9. 
St. Nick’s visit 

with our children 
has become a tradition 
as we celebrate one of 

Christendom’s 
most beloved Saints! 

 


 
St. George’s Bookstore  

Advent & Christmas Sale 

St. George’s Bookstore has everything on 
sale. The Advent/Christmas Sale will run 
throughout December, and you can use 
the special coupon in this newsletter,  
which provides a minimum of 15% off your 
purchase! 

The bookstore has a wide selection of 
Advent wreaths and calendars. There are 
ornaments, nativities, James Avery 
Jewelry, bookmarks and books.  Vicki Hall 
says the Holding Cross makes a wonderful 
gift, and a new piece from the Holding 
Cross company is a small cross for a baby’s 
room. The bookstore also carries the Book 
of Common Prayer (with or without 
hymnal), inspirational plaques, and many 
other items - Stop by and take a look! 

Please note that the Bookstore can only 
accept cash or checks. 
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Vestry Summary – November 
 

St. George’s Vestry met Monday, Nov. 12.  Fr. Dale Coleman led the meeting in evening 

devotions. 

Senior Warden Dan Duncan noted that he, Hal Inabinet and Betsy Rogers, as retiring vestry 

persons, will be accepting names of those interested in vestry service. The annual meeting 

will elect three people to three-year terms and a fourth to fill out the unexpired term of Phil 

Isbell, who has moved to Texas. 

In his report, Junior Warden Hal Inabinet said that leaking windows have been resealed, and 

a clean-up day is to be scheduled before the holidays. Michelle Ziegler asked about a railing 

beside the walk into the parish hall.  Betsy Rogers noted that there has been a request for a 

bench outside the parish hall where people can sit as they wait for their rides.  Fr. Dale 

observed that the Slocomb family gave a bench in memory of Barbara Slocomb; the vestry 

decided to place that bench near the main church doors and move one of the benches already 

there down to the parish hall level. 

In commission reports: 

Chuck Evans, reporting for the Finance Commission, said that 66 households had turned in 

pledge cards as of the vestry meeting. Ministry chairs have been asked for 2013 budget 

requests.  

Brian Maves reported that the youth of St. George’s and St. Michael’s, O’Fallon, will be 

shopping for gifts for our Angel Tree recipients. He also said there are now 38 boys in our 

Cub Scout den. 

Michelle Ziegler asked that a set of instructions for all kitchen equipment be posted in the 

kitchen; Brian will assemble these instructions. 

Toddhall Board Chair Margaret Brown attended the meeting as a visitor, to answer any 

questions about Toddhall. After discussion of the audit, still in process, the vestry agreed 

that Fr. Dale would write a paragraph as an introduction to the audit; and the auditor will be 

asked to meet with members of the Finance Commission to review the audit and answer 

questions.  The audit will then be submitted to the vestry.  Jim Gillispie reported from the 

board the nominations of Sarah Dunn and George Schneider to fill two open seats on the 

Toddhall Board. The vestry elected Sarah and George to the board. 

Reporting from the Spiritual Growth Commission, Betsy Rogers said the commission will 

again produce a book of Lenten devotions written by parishioners. The commission is 

putting together an interfaith lecture series on the stewardship of creation for the Thursday 

evening soup suppers.            continued on page 9 

Vestry - continued from page 4 

 The Community Service Commission has 

again organized our Angel Tree, by which 

parishioners may purchase gifts for needy 

children who otherwise would not have a 

Christmas celebration.  The tree will be in 

the Canterbury Room, with tags bearing 

the gender and age of recipient children. 

All parishioners are encouraged to take 

part. The commission is also considering 

buying reusable grocery bags bearing the 

names of St. George’s and St. Mark and 

fitted with a laminated shopping list of 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

items needed for the food pantry.  Proceeds 

from the sale of the bags would go to the 

pantry and the crisis fund. Bob Vaughn 

reported on a very successful and joyful 

celebration of the 25th anniversary of our 

shared ministry with St. Mark Lutheran 

Church.  Our Episcopal and Lutheran 

bishops both attended, as did Rector 

Emeritus Fr. Elliot Blackburn and former 

supply priest Fr. Emery Washington. 

Debbie Koharik took pictures, which will 

be available to parishioners. 
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St. George’s Episcopal Church 
Income & Expenses for the period ending October 2012 

Health insurance costs for the parish have decreased – an Episcopal Church wide insurance plan 
is now available.  Our costs will further decrease in 2013. Based on the history of November and 
December income and expense, treasurer, Ruth Ann Weber is estimating the actual year end 
deficit to be approximately $13,000. 
  Budget  

2012    
Actual 

2012 
Actual 

2011 
 Income    
 Pledge and Plate 240,000 178,405.85 174,902.92 
 Other Income 2,900 3,260.70 2,509.21 
 Total Operating Income 242,900 181,666.55 177,412.13 
     
 Expenses    
 Total Outside Parish 36,435 27,249.98 27,661.82 
 Total Parish Programs 11,305 7,580.78 9,128.01 
 Total Salary Related 166,284 144,744.40 147,733.91 
 Total Administration 40,870 36,438.23 36,370.61 
 Total Operating Expenses 254,894 216,013.39 220,894.35 
     
 Net Operating Income 

(Loss) 
(11,994) (34,346.84) (43,482.22) 

 
 Expenses include the following: 
 Two Administrative Assistants for March    1,550.00 
 Pension & Medical Ins. paid thru 12/31/12    4,709.46 
 Increase in Loss from September 2012   (6,941.15) 
 Unpaid bills – Diocese of Springfield Pledge 23,249.98 

 
 



December 
 Happy 
 Birthday 
 
  
 

  1 – Andrew Mannix 
  3 – Jacquelyn Maple, Joan Barnes, 
  Sarah Bender, Sean Gillen, 
  Aidan Gillen 
  4 – Morgan Dickey 
  5 – Louise Robertson, Pamela Jones 
  7 – Dawn Jung 
  8 – Ellen Treadwell 
10 – Richard Slocomb 
11 – Ted Cook 
13 – Candi Hamill 
15 – Dana Meyer, Brandon Walters 
17 – Kevin Korte 
18 – Becky Korte, Rosemary Paeltz 
19 – Dan Gillen, Eddy Lynk, John Mize 
20 – Caleb Kohler 
23 – Jeremy Robinson, Kelly Gillen 
26 – Robert Howard, Robert Massie, Sr. 
28 – Sydney Walters 
29 – Janis Corbis 
31 – Pat Ledden, Marilyn Boschert 
 



Happy Anniversary 

11 – Kenneth & Sharon Gottschall 
30 – Charles & Louise Robertson 
 

Our Fiduciary Responsibility 

In 1982 Charles and Virginia Todd deeded 
land and buildings for a spiritual retreat 
center known as Toddhall to St. George’s 
Episcopal Church. Toddhall is thus an 
established ministry of St. George’s, and 
as such is governed by the Episcopal 
Church’s Constitution and Canons, the 
Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Springfield, and St. George’s parish 
bylaws. 
 
Title I, Canon 14, section 2 of the 
Episcopal Church states: “Except as 
provided by the law of the State or of the 
Diocese, the Vestry shall be agents and 
legal representatives of the Parish in all 
matters concerning its corporate 
property...”. Vestries have specific 
responsibility for all finances pertaining 
to parishes. Thus St. George’s vestry must 
fulfill its fiduciary responsibility for 
Toddhall’s ministry and provide oversight 
for its financial management. 
 
Through the Todd Hall bylaws, the vestry 
vested day-to-day operations in a Board 
of Trustees. Under these bylaws, the 
vestry elects the trustees, the majority of 
whom must be members of St. George’s. 
The vestry appoints trustees to fill any 
board vacancies. And only the vestry, 
which originally wrote the Toddhall 
bylaws, can revise them, though it 
depends on the trustees for advice and 
counsel in any revisions.  

In a very generous bequest, Charles Todd 
provided for Toddhall in his will. Some of 
these monies have already come to 
Toddhall. These funds are for the sole use 
of Toddhall. The parish Endowment 
Committee, whose mandate is overseeing 
investments, will oversee the investment 
of these funds. 
 
Part of the vestry’s fiduciary responsibility 
is overseeing an annual audit, mandated by 
diocesan canons. The trustees order these 
audits, which the vestry reviews and 
approves and forwards to the diocesan 
office for final approval. 
 
The Toddhall Board of Trustees and the 
vestry fully understand these canonical 
requirements and the relationship they 
establish, and work together to carry the 
Toddhall mission forward. The vestry sends 
a representative to trustee meetings, and 
the trustees often send a representative to 
vestry meetings, to keep communication 
channels open and functioning. Toddhall is 
a very successful organization, and the 
vestry appreciates the trustees’ diligent 
work and dedication. 
  
Fr. Dale Coleman 

 

Have a very 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee Hour 
Schedule 

 
Individuals, families and groups 
sponsor the Coffee Hour following 
the 10:30 service each Sunday. We 
thank each of our Coffee Hour 
hosts, who offer an important  
fellowship opportunity. If you 
would like to help, please contact 
Stacy Miller at 344-5780.  

The schedule is: 

Dec. 9: Bender, Kuehnl & Holden 

Dec. 16: Boschert, Gottschall 

Dec. 23: Hall 

Dec. 30: Fernandez 

Jan. 6: Gillispie 

Jan. 13: Mohrman, Brown 

Jan. 20: Maves 

Jan. 27  Mize 

Feb. 3: Rogers 

Feb. 10: Lynk 

Feb. 17: Mannix 

Feb. 24: Boschert/Gottschall 

Mar. 3: EYC 

Mar. 10:Tom & Stacy Miller 

Mar. 17: Bender, Kuehnl & Holden 
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Crisis Fund Report 
Between August 1 and October 31, the Crisis Fund has provided 43 families (total of 102 
persons) with more than $4,000 of aid. Assistance included: $2027.63 to Ameren, $747.06 
for Water/Sewer, $1204.00 for Rent, and $205.00 for bus passes, train passes, ID’s, etc.  

During this period, the Crisis Fund received $2289.64 in donations from the three 
churches (St. Mark, St. George’s, Peace Lutheran) and their members. The disbursements 
have outpaced the receipts this quarter. The balance in the fund as of October 31, 2012 
was $4512.50. We have traditionally held a reserve of $3000 to address any catastrophic 
situation that may arise in the church community. 

After meeting with the oversight board, the Crisis Fund interviewers have changed the 
approach to help the applicants. This quarter, appointments are being made to serve only 
individuals facing an acute crisis (recent fire, loss of spouse, etc.) in an attempt to be 
better stewards of the funds we have available. We are also planning to provide vouchers 
for the pastors to be able to give to those in need of immediate food or gasoline for 
transportation. 

Crisis Fund Assistance Team members are Rosalyn Holden and Dana Meyer (St. George’s), 
and Cheryl Newsome (St. Mark). We remain very aware of how we are spending the funds 
that are entrusted to us for this ministry. We thank everyone for their gifts and ask for 
your continued support through both prayer and financial contributions. 
 

A Crisis Ministry Story  

To give you a window into the functioning of the Crisis Fund, we want to share a story of 
one of our clients with you.  

A twenty-eight year old young woman who is a registered nurse has been suffering from 
severe back pain for the past two years. She has undergone many different treatments, 
including surgery, with little to no relief. She has been unable to work and has used all of 
her savings to pay her mortgage and try to make ends meet while awaiting assistance 
from disability insurance.  

We were able to help her financially and we reviewed her monthly expenses to see if we 
could help her budget her funds. There was really no place for her to reduce her 
spending, but we were able to listen and to give her some words of hope. This seemed to 
be encouraging to her.  This young woman does have the support of her family, who also 
came with her in support, but they are no longer able to help her pay for the home that 
she had worked so hard to purchase. 

This is an example of the type of people we are trying to reach to assist with the money 
that you entrust us to share with those in need.  Thank you. 

It’s Never Too Late to  
Pledge for 2013 

To date, St. George’s has received 
nearly 80 pledges, approximately 
$185,000, toward the work of Christ 
through this parish in 2013. 

Our Christian journeys in faith calls for 
us to pray, learn, give and act. We are 
each important members of our church 
community, the Diocese, the Episcopal 
Church, the Anglican Communion and all 
of Christendom. In 2012, our budget 
expenses are nearly $255,000. It will be 
difficult for us to reduce these costs. 

If you haven’t yet made a pledge, please 
prayerfully consider pledging to support 
the many ministries of St. George’s.  



 
DRAGON DEADLINES 

The publication schedule for the January 
and February Dragon will be: 

The January Dragon will be published 
after the first of the year.  

The February Dragon will be published 
after the annual meeting. 
 

 

Bring in this coupon and receive 

15% OFF 
Your Purchase! 

St. George’s Bookstore 

Valid thru December 2012 

FNA RECEIVES $5000 FROM 

WHITE CHILI SALES 

The Franklin Neighborhood Community 
Association was presented a check for just 
over $5,000 at the 10:30 Eucharist on 
November 18. Mr. White Chili – David 
Buckley - chuckled as he reported last 
year we gave FNCA  director, Al 
Wunderlick, an envelope with no check in 
it and this year we didn’t have an 
envelope but did have the check. 

Al thanked St. George’s and stated that 
the contribution is greatly needed and 
appreciated by FNCA. He and David 
offered their thanks to the large number 
of volunteers that made our 17th effort at 
the Belleville FNCA possible.  

Besides the support of St. George’s adults 
and youth, members of St Mark, the youth 
of St. Michaels’s, staff and supporters of 
FNCA and staff and faculty of Franklin 
School joined efforts to create and sell 
150 gallons of our famous white chili. Al 
said this was the first year members of the 
Franklin School faculty worked at our 
booth. They greatly enjoyed themselves 
and intend to return next year.  

2012 will be remembered as perhaps one 
of the craziest years in our chili cookoff 
efforts. A dreadful cold, windy, soaking 
rain pretty much washed out the first day 
of the event. Saturday was a cool 
beautiful sunny day and it seemed 
everyone wanted the chili they didn’t get 
to enjoy Friday. Record crowds! We sold 
every ounce we could produce and, once 
again, sold out early. Great effort 
everyone! Congratulations! 
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