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A Glorious Easter! 
 

We again had beautiful and uplifting Holy Week and Easter 
services, culminating with joyous shouts of  

“Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” 
 

The Maundy Thursday Liturgy, Walking the Way of the 
Cross with St. Mark Lutheran and Saint Luke Roman 
Catholic and Saint Michael’s Episcopal churches, the 
joint Good Friday Liturgy with St. Mark, and the Easter 
Vigil at Saint Michael’s Episcopal Church recalled the 
passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The 
message of each flowed freely from one to the next and 
culminated in the incredible joy of Easter Day.  
 

Nearly 200 folks worshiped with us at Easter Vigil and 
on Easter Day.  
 

I wish to thank the people who are so important in 
bringing about these liturgies. Thank you to our choirs, 
led by Nancy Ypma and assisted by Dawn Jung; to  
Nolan Haefner, Ed Parsons, and our ushers; to our 
dedicated readers, chalice bearers, and acolytes, who are 
scheduled by Nathan Scott, Cindy Lynk and Henry  
Evans; to Maryann Fernandez and the Altar Guild, 
who prepared for all of our services and beautifully ap-
pointed the church. I am also grateful to Mae Scott for 
coordinating the annual Easter Egg Hunt; and to Mike 
Cardoza, who kept the church immaculate. Thanks to 
Henry Evans for providing quiet, comforting support 
during this intense week, and for preparing numerous 
bulletins throughout Holy Week and Easter.  
 

May God richly bless us during these 50 days of Easter! 
                                                                                                                                                                                         

+ Father Dale 

 

 

Making a Commitment to Christ 
The Rite of  Confirmation 

 

In preparation for confirmation, two classes are now 
being offered for adults and youth. The Adult Forum, 
lead by Father Coleman, is  preparatory instruction 
for confirmation. Through lecture and discussion, this 
class explores Christianity, theology, and spiritual 
practices of the Anglican tradition. The sessions are 
open to those who desire confirmation, and also to 
anyone who is already confirmed who desires a re-
fresher course. The Forum resumes on April 15, 9:15-
10:15 a.m. in the parish hall.   
 

Classes for youth begin on April 8, following the 
10:30 a.m. Eucharist. Youth 12-17, and anyone 11 
years of age, who really has a desire to be confirmed, 
may participate. A schedule for the remaining weeks 
will be established on Sunday morning. Brian Maves 
and Donna Rea are the instructors. This class will use 
I will with God’s Help, an Episcopal confirmation pro-
gram.  
 

Adults seeking confirmation should contact Father 
Coleman and youth should contact Brian Maves. 

 

St. George's Day Is Set!  
 

Mark your calendars! Set the date on your smart 
phones! St. George's Day will be celebrated on Sun-
day, April 22. We actually declare Monday, April 23 a 
special day, but since we have no authority to give you 
the day off or close schools or have parades, we are 
going to celebrate St. George on the day before. Sun-
day, April 22 is going to be our celebration of St. 
George's Day. It very well could be exciting, enter-
taining, enthralling, enchanting, extraordinary, 
a bunch of other e-words, and fulfilling. Promoters of 
the event say, "It will be fun!" At this point, details are 
incomplete but will be forthcoming. Your ideas 
for the grand day are welcomed and appreciated. 
Please send them to the office or contact Tom 
Boschert.  
 

Let's make St. George's Day a day of revelry and good 
cheer with our church family. 

The Bishop is Coming! 
 

The Rt. Rev. Daniel and Mrs. Brenda 
Martins will visit Saint George’s on 
Sunday, May 13. Bishop Martins will 
preach and celebrate at both Eucharists, 
lead the Adult Forum, and administer 
the sacraments of confirmation and 
baptism at the 10:30 a.m. Eucharist. A  
reception follows in the parish hall. 
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Notes from the Mission Leadership Team 
 

 The March meeting of the Mission Leadership Team 
was very positive and upbeat! 

 

 It was reported that January and February financials ex-
ceeded those of the past two years.  
 

 Sr. Warden Steve Skaff mentioned that efforts to 
      implement electronic giving are progressing.   

 

 Tom Boschert proposed a celebration of St. George’s 
Day on Sunday, April 22.  
 

 Brian Maves announced that he would lead confirma-
tion instruction. Donna Rea and Father Dale will  

      assist Brian. Confirmation is scheduled for Sunday,  
      May 13. 

 

 Beth Graboritz announced that she is organizing an 
adult Bible study. 
 

 Maryann Fernandez discussed the ministry of the Altar 
Guild, and described how the church would be adorned 
during Lent and Easter.  
 

In conclusion, Father Coleman was very happy with and 
inspired by this meeting. He wishes to thank all Mission 
Leadership Team members, Julie Herr, clerk; and Ruth Ann 
Weber, treasurer for their contributions to this meeting.   
 

—Henry Evans  
 

 

 

  

Ascension 

 

T he Ascension of Our Lord is a holy day of  
obligation, when Christ, in the presence of 

his apostles, ascended bodily into Heaven. The 
Ascension occurred on the 40th day of Easter. 
Saint George’s Episcopal Church and Saint 
Mark Lutheran Church will observe Ascension 
with a joint celebration of the Holy Eucharist, 
May 10 at 7:00pm. Pastor Brian Robison will 
preach and Father Dale Coleman will cele-
brate. An ice cream social follows in the breeze 
way.  
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Saint George’s Parish Family 

We pray for:    
 

Parishioners: Tom Boschert, Nathan Elmore, Audrey Fouts, 
Jeff Gates, Don Gillen, Cynthia Guyon, Debra Harres, Jeff 
Harvey, Ron Hoercher, Everett Louis Irby, Steve King, Sharon 
Lavely, John Lynch, Brian Maves, Charles McConnell, Mary 
Mohrman, Margaret Schilling, Jean Vaughn, Charles Wilson; 
 

Family & Friends: Pat Bennett, Sue Buckley, Dave Busse, 
Mary Cafferata, Shirley Cafferata, Jamie Campbell, Tony  
Clavier+priest, Barb Coats, Chris Coats+priest, Jim Cox, Hope 
Doering, Thomas Ellingboe Mark & Virginia Ellis, Margaret 
Evans, Barbara Fisher, Don Fisher, Grace Fox, Ken Gearhart, 
Mavis Grimm, Jack Hafford, Aldara Henderson, Kenneth 
Hoffmann, David Irby, Maeve Kincaid, Sandy Langenbach, 
Kim Levick, Ismael Lopez, Donna Lynk, Charlene  
McCormick, Katie McCrary, Donald Mueller, Ronald  
Neustadt+pastor, J.W. Oglesby, Thomas Partridge, Lynne 
Phillips, Maggie Phillips, Bo Pritchard, Betty Radzik, Holly 
Rasmussen, Susan Sleaford, Andrew Smith, Harold Smith,  
Linda Smith, Barry Streeter, Kent Thomas, Stacey Toenjes, 
Crissy Vandygriff, Robert Weikert, Stormy White, Kelly  
Whitney, Grace Ziegler, Jamie Ziegler, Jason and Rachel;  
 
 

For those in service of our country: Joshua Arbogast, Sean 
Arbogast, Neal Ballas, Dan Durbin, Steven Gates, Daniel 
Gearhart, Kenneth Gearhart, Beth Graboritz, Gene Hart, 
Kalen Jones, Dustin Kelley, Dan Kitchell, Eric Lunan, Tyler 
Murphy, Nathan Scott, Ryan Smith, Philip Surrey, Travis  
Welborn, Creighton Worley;   
 

Those celebrating birthdays 

 2 Tammy Walters 
 5 Kelly Skaff 
 7 Harrison Howard  
  Elizabeth Mannix 
 10 Jeff Gates 
  Malory Maves 
 11 Debra Harres 
  Frank Rogers 
 12 Barbara Gates 
 13 Shirley Todd 
 14 Don Gillen 
 15 Jennifer Veri 
 16 Jodi Rauh 
 23 Adam Grey 
  Rosalind Holden 
 26 Kiri Evans 
  Ryder Welborn 
 

 

Those celebrating anniversaries 
     7  Mark & Kathy Slocomb 
   19   Jeff & Barbara Gates 
   20   Hal & Cheryl Inabinet  
  

We celebrate with 

    New Member Steve Mueller who  
     transferred from Church of the  
     Transfiguration, Wentzville, MO 
     Welcome Steve!         

Requiem Eucharist for Lore Cook 

A  Requiem Eucharist for Lore Cook, who 
passed away on  January 1, 2018, is sched-

uled for Saturday, April 28 at Saint George’s. A 
visitation is scheduled for 10:00 a.m., Eucharist at 
11:00 a.m., and a reception follows in the parish 
hall. Lore was the wife of parishioner, Ted Cook. 
Both were longtime members of the parish.   

Thy Kingdom Come 
A Movement of Global Prayer  

 

T he call to pray between Ascension and Pente-
cost has come again. We joined people from 

85 countries around the world in 2017. Let’s do it 
again!  
 

Go to https://www.thykingdomcome.global and 
pledge to pray. Look for more details in upcoming 
bulletins. 
 

I cannot remember in my life anything I’ve been involved in 
where I have sensed so clearly the work of the Holy Spirit.       

https://www.thykingdomcome.global
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Sunday School Schedule 

4/1 Easter Day No Sunday School  

4/8 Parable of the Sower Kelly Skaff Kate Welborn 

4/15 Parable of Parables Nancy Friesen Beth Graboritz 

4/22 Parable of the Mustard Seed Lisa Treadwell Stevi Price 

4/29 Parable of the Leaven Nancy Buckley Nancy Friesen 

Let Us Keep the Feast! 
Emmaus Road and the Meaning of  Easter 

 
 

O ccasionally Christians will be asked what their favorite Bible verse is. And of course there are scores of 
memorable verses--John 3:16 chief among them--that Christians have found powerful in the truth they en-

capsulate or helpful in the comfort they bring. But my response has changed lately, because again and again a fa-
vorite Bible story has taken over any particular favorite verse. That story is Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the 
Road to Emmaus from Luke 24. While it’s not in the lectionary this Easter season, I think it’s a perfect story for 
reflecting on the implications of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
 

First of all, this story is a reminder that Jesus’ resurrection was a real, physical, bodily rising, on the other side of 
death. Jesus didn’t appear as a faint apparition or a mere warm, fuzzy feeling in the hearts of his followers. Alt-
hough he was somehow changed in ways the gospel writers have trouble describing, Jesus really did walk, talk, and 
even eat with the disciples following his resurrection. 
 

It’s also striking that the Road to Emmaus records possibly the first celebration of the Lord’s Supper in Christian 
history, and Jesus himself was celebrant! Here Jesus reenacts the Last Supper with the same essential movements 
(and, we may assume, some of the very same words) that we still observe today: he took, blessed, broke, and gave 
the bread to the disciples. And astonishingly it was in and through this act that their eyes were opened, and they 
could see Jesus for who he was. Indeed, as N. T. Wright has said, when Jesus wanted to explain to his disciples 
what his death was all about, he didn’t give them a theory, he gave them a meal. Theories are good, and I for one 
am thankful that Christians through the centuries have puzzled and debated (and sometimes worse) over the 
meaning of Jesus’ death. But at a deeper level, Jesus asks us simply to participate, to join in. 
 

Another important, though easily overlooked feature of this story is the presence and importance of women. Just 
days after the crucifixion, word had already spread among Jesus’ followers that women were the first to have seen 
the risen Lord - a detail that would never have been manufactured later by an early church trying to promote a 
false Messiah, given that women’s testimony was considered unreliable at that time. And it is probable that Cleo-
pas in this story is the same disciple, Clopas, whose wife Mary was one of the women present at the crucifixion 
(John 19:25). So we have, very possibly, the risen Jesus revealing himself equally to a man and a woman. In Jesus, 
as Paul wrote, “[there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female.” (Galatians 
3:28). Christianity was, from the beginning, a religion of radical equality. 
 

Actually, though, calling the religion of Cleopas and Mary “Christianity” partly misses another important point of 
this story. Jesus’ death and resurrection were not the foundation of a new religion, but the surprising, in fact totally 
unexpected, fulfillment of Israel’s long story. Cleopas says in dismay they had hoped Jesus would be the one to 
redeem Israel--they could not imagine a Messiah who would be killed at the hands of the empire. But Jesus laughs,  

 
FEAST, pg. 6 
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What’s Happening at Saint G’s? 

Cherry Blossom Time The WEDG will be gathering for a 
Hibachi style show and meal at Shogun Japanese Steak, Sea-
food & Sushi on Thursday, April 12 at 11:30 a.m. Shogun, 
628-3500, is located just north of I-64 off Hwy 159, at 314 
Fountains Parkway, Fairview Heights. Please call the church 
office, 233-6320, for reservations. Come to this unique 
event for Good Fun, Good Food, and Good Conversation.  
 

A New Bible Study will commence on Sunday, April 8, 
6:30 pm in the Parish Hall. This group will be studying the 
Gospel of Mark using the Kerygma program. Study materials 
have been ordered and will be provided. For more details, 
please contact Beth Graboritz at PAGirl9999@yahoo.com 
or call/text at 803-464-2034.   
 

Saint George’s Book Club Would you like to join a book 
club? A new group is forming at Saint George's! For addi-
tional information or to join, please contact the office at 618-
233-6320, or phone Liz Stelling at 314-581-9017.   

Your Notes 

 

mailto:PAGirl9999@yahoo.com
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FEAST, from pg. 4 
 
‘How foolish you are! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer?” Then Jesus explained, from Moses 
through the prophets, where they could find things about himself in the scriptures.  

 

And it’s clear that Jesus did not simply pluck a verse from here and a verse from there to bolster his Messianic cre-
dentials. Instead, he revealed himself in all the scriptures, showing that the whole sweeping narrative of scripture, 
of all God’s mighty acts of deliverance, point to and find their ultimate fulfillment in the person of Jesus of Naza-
reth. Luke’s record of this remarkable conversation between Jesus and the two disciples shows that this is how the 
early church interpreted the scriptures, and Paul confirms it when he writes “I handed on to you as of first im-
portance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures.” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:3) Elsewhere Paul states simply that all the promises of God find their “Yes” in Jesus. (2 Corinthians 1:20) 
 

But Cleopas wasn’t alone in finding Jesus’ death in Jerusalem hard to understand. Throughout the gospels--from 
Jesus’ own family, who may have thought he was crazy at one point (Mark 3:21), to John the Baptist who wasn’t 
sure Jesus was the Messiah (Matthew 11:3), to his disciples James and John, who were jockeying for “cabinet posi-
tions” in his coming kingdom (Mark 10:35-40), to Peter who refused to believe Jesus had to die (Matthew 16:21-
23)--all failed to comprehend what Jesus was saying about himself, the kind of king he was, and the kind of king-
dom he was bringing in. Frankly, they can be forgiven for their incredulity, because who among us, as first century 
Jews living under Rome’s iron fist wouldn’t have hoped for a military hero to liberate them from the empire, as 
Judas Maccabeus had done in the second century BC? 

 

Yet, as pastor/writer Brian Zahnd explains, it is in Jesus dying on a Roman cross and bearing upon himself the 
weight of all the world’s evil, that we see most clearly who God is. Jesus’ death was the redemption of Israel and in 
fact the whole world. And this is the paradox at the center of Christianity, which sets the kingdom of God in con-
tradistinction to the kingdoms of this world: the power of sin and death, which enslaved the whole world, simply 
could not be broken by more power--in that case power would still prevail. God is love, and power could only be 
broken with love.  

 

So this Easter, let us meditate on what it means for us to be citizens of God’s kingdom, a kingdom in which power 
has been superseded by love; a kingdom ruled by a king represented not as a mighty warrior but a slaughtered 
lamb. Worldly notions of power have changed very little in the two thousand years since Jesus admonished his fol-
lowers that they were not to lord power over others the way the other kings did. (Mark 10:42) Instead, N. T. 
Wright reminds us, “[the work of the kingdom, in fact, is summed up pretty well in [the] Beatitudes. When God 
wants to change the world, he doesn’t send in the tanks. He sends in the meek, the mourners, those who are hun-
gry and thirsty for God’s justice, the peacemakers.”  

 

So it is a confusing and profoundly counter-cultural calling, and one that is perhaps only intelligible through the 
special grace offered in the Eucharist, when we celebrate a new and different kind of Passover that both echoes the 
covenant of Israel’s Passover and extends its saving reach to the whole world. “For the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45) Christ our Passover is indeed sacrificed 
for us; Therefore let us keep the feast! And I don’t need to remind the people of St. George’s that we respond: 
ALLELUIA! 

 

—Stephen Skaff 

See the scriptural reference on page 7. 
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Luke 24: The Walk to Emmaus 

 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Em-
maus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other 
about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes 
were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you 
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, look-
ing sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, 
“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things 
that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What 
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and 
how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to 
death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to re-
deem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. 
They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his 
body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision 
of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did 
not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into 
his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpret-
ed to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
 
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead 
as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, 
because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went 
in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to 
each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking 
to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same 
hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 
and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord 
has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what 
had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them 
in the breaking of the bread. 

Easter 5 
 

Readings 
First Reading: Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 22:24-30 
Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 
 

Lectors  
  8:00 am  Joe Bono 
10:30 am  Claudia Zimmermann (OT) 
                Beth Graboritz (NT) 
 

Prayers of the People 
  8:00 am  Father Coleman 
10:30 am   Vicki Hall 
 

Prayer Team 
  8:00 am  Margaret Brown 
10:30 am  Bob, TBD 
 

Chalice Bearers 
  8:00 am  Joe Bono, Margaret Brown 
10:30 am  Marti Evans 
                Craig Jesenick 
 

Acolytes 
  8:00 am  Ellen Treadwell 
10:30 am  Abby Scott 
 

Usher(s) 
  8:00 am  Ed Parsons   
10:30 am  TBA  
 

Altar Guild  
Team 2 
 

Coffee Hour 
 Hall/Lavely 
 

Counter(s) 
 Sarah Bender 
 

All readings can be found at 
www.lectionarypage.net 

April 29 

On the Road to Emmaus 
Duccio 1308-1311 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#ot2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#ps2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#nt2


8 

Saint George’s Episcopal Church 
105 East D Street 
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Saint George’s Staff  & Officers 
 

Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield       Rector                    Rector Emeritus  
The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins, D.D          The Rev. Canon Dale Coleman       The Rev. Canon Elliot Blackburn
    

Music Director                                           Sunday School Director                 Parish Administrator   
Nancy S. Ypma, D. Mus.                               Mae Scott                    Henry Evans  
  

Sexton              Senior Warden         Junior Warden  
Mike Cardoza              Stephen Skaff                                   Chuck Evans 
 

Treasurer              
Ruth Ann Weber              

Mission Leadership Team 
Class of 2019                            Class of 2020                             Class of 2021 
Lumley Bevineau                    Maryann Fernandez                 Margaret Brown 
Tom Boschert                         Beth Graboritz                        Charles Evans 
Stephen Skaff                          Brian Maves                            Sue Vaughn 
 

Julie Herr, Clerk 

Office Hours   Contact Father Coleman       
Monday - Friday  fatherdale@sbcglobal.net     
9:00 am - 3:00 pm  For Pastoral Emergencies 618-233-6320  
618-233-6320 
stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net          
 

mailto:fatherdale@sbcglobal.net
mailto:stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net

