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The Old Testament & Israel:  
A Historical Perspective 

 

Beginning Sunday September 9 at 9:10 am, I will 
teach about the Old Testament in a historical fash-
ion. I will note the basic writings for the Jewish peo-
ple, specifically, the most important called Torah, 
(the first five books); the Prophets: Joshua, Judges, I 
and II Samuel, I and II Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel; and the shorter twelve called Minor Proph-
ets; and the Writings, such as The Book of Esther 
(which does not mention the Lord's Name at all), 
Lamentations, the Psalms, and Daniel!  
 

There was no specific Canon for the Jews in the time 
of Jesus. The powerful Sadducees, who controlled 
the Temple, the center of Jewish life and faith, only 
believed Torah was authoritative work.  
 

The Pharisees added the Prophets, and disputed 
among themselves about the Writings. For example, 
they didn't agree on the last Book to be accepted lat-
er, that of Daniel.  
 

The Jews living in Alexandria, Egypt, which made up 
a large community, spoke Greek, and had used the 
Greek translation of the Old Testament, called the 
Septuagint, or LXX, which included seven more 
writings in Greek (the Deutero-Canonical, or to 
Protestants-Apocrypha). All the writers of the New 
Testament used the Septuagint and believed the sev-
en writings were authoritative.  
 

The only agreement for a Canon came about for the 
Jews at Jabneh, or Jamnia, in c 90AD. Why?  
 

We will look at all of this, because without knowing 
the history of Israel and the Jewish people, one is 
lost in the Old Testament. 
 

And we will discuss why the Church of England and 
the Episcopal Church believe the Deutero-Canonical 
books are authoritative. 
 

To aid you in your study, I recommend the New  
Revised Standard Version of the Bible.  
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Hip, Hip Hooray! 
Celebrate Rally Day! 

Sunday, August 26 
9:00 a.m.-10:45 a.m. 

 

Rally Day 2018 is rapidly approaching. Rally Day 
opens a new church activity year filled with learning,  
challenges, opportunities and fellowship for folks of 
every age. As Rally Day nears its 20th anniversary 
since being initiated at Saint George’s, our parish 
will come together to share a potluck breakfast be-
tween the early and late Eucharists on Aug 26th. It 
will begin a little after 9:00 am. The late service is 
being pushed back a half hour and will start at 11:00 
a.m. Mark your calendar! Save the date! Bring some-
thing to share! It’s Rally Day!!! 
 

A special theme for the day will be introduced. We 
will complete a joint project that will be proudly dis-
played in the Canterbury Room.    
 

Parents and children will be able to register for Sun-
day School. Adults will learn about new opportuni-
ties in the adult classes. Parish organizations are en-
couraged to share the opportunity of joining their 
adventure with our parishioners.   
 

Whether it’s been a busy or lazy summer, we’ll agree 
it’s been hot. We may have gone on vacation. We 
may have seen fireworks. Maybe there was a special 
movie. Perhaps there was a horse to ride or a place 
to swim. The kids have just returned to school and   
may be anxious and excited. The parents might be 
happy. There is a whole new year of activities   
beginning. Rally Day signals new beginnings at Saint 
George’s. 
 

Old friends and new, young and old will rekindle 
and build relationships, share stories of summer fun, 
laugh, smile and maybe even sing as both 8 o’clock-
ers and 10:30ers come together for a fun hour and 
half of fellowship. The parish family will be togeth-
er. BE THERE!  
 

—Tom Boschert 
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Financial Report HISTORY - Cont.  
 

I have some problems with some of the translations, 
but this is by far the best for study. 
 

I do not recommend the Schofield Reference Bible. 
This is a King James Version of the Bible-translated by 
Church of England scholars, which I do like, but it in-
cludes some of the worst so-called scholarship from a 
man who followed the Premillennial Dispensation 
tomfoolery or heresy of a renegade Church of Ireland 
priest, John Nelson Darby. Darby left the Anglicans 
because he couldn't stand George IV, and  eventually 
ended up in the United States in between the 1860s 
and the 1870s. He influenced the Plymouth Brethren. 
Don't get me started! 
 

Please come to these important classes. Bring your  
Bible. And note what is said in the Thirty-Nine Articles 
about the Books of the Bible. 
 

I will provide charts and graphs and lots of that stuff. 
 

Fr. Dale+ 
 

Toward Generous Faithfulness 
About Marriage 

 

I am now safely and gratefully back home after serving 
for 12 days at the 79th General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church, which was held in Austin, Texas. I 
was joined there by an outstanding cadre of Deputies 
elected by the diocese: Kevin Babb and Sharon  
Hoffman (St. Andrew’s, Edwardsville), Randy Winn 
(Trinity, Mt. Vernon), Gerry Smith (Christ the King, 
Normal), Fr. Dick Swan (St. John’s, Decatur), Mother 
Sherry Black (St. Mark’s, West Frankfort), Fr. Dave 
Halt (St. Matthew’s, Bloomington), and Fr. Mark Ev-
ans (Trinity, Lincoln). They all did you proud. 
 

The convention considered and disposed of, one way 
or another, over 4oo resolutions. I wrote about some 
of them on my personal blog, which I encourage you 
to look at. In this letter, I will focus on just one, be-
cause it deals with the most controversial issue our 
church has faced over the last several decades, which is 
human sexuality in general and marriage in particular, 
and it seems important that I communicate to the cler-
gy and faithful of the diocese about this both promptly 
and clearly. 
 

At this time three years ago, I returned from General 
Convention in Salt Lake City, and responded to the 
decision of that convention to change canon law and  
 

Cont. pg. 4 

https://cariocaconfessions.blogspot.com/
https://cariocaconfessions.blogspot.com/
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Parishioners: Lumley Bevineau, Tom Boschert, Nathan 
Elmore, Audrey Fouts, Jeff Gates, Don Gillen, Cynthia  
Guyon, Jack Hafford, Debra Harres, Jeff Harvey, Ron  
Hoercher, Steve King, Sharon Lavely, Carol Ludwick,  
John Lynch, Charles McConnell, Mary Mohrman, Margaret  
Schilling, Jean Vaughn, Duffy Walters, Charles Wilson; 
 

Family & Friends: Pat Bennett, Sue Buckley, John Byler, Mary 
Cafferata, Shirley Cafferata, Jamie Campbell, Sandy Fitzpatrick, 
Grace Fox, Kenneth Hoffmann, Maeve Kincaid, Sandy  
Langenbach, Kim Levick, Ismael Lopez, Donna Lynk, Charlene 
McCormick, Katie McCrary, Karin Moore, Ronald  
Neustadt+pastor, J.W. Oglesby, Thomas Partridge, Lynne  
Phillips, Maggie Phillips, Bo Pritchard, Betty Radzik, Francis 
Rainey, Holly Rasmussen, Zach Rea, Susan Sleaford, Andrew 
Smith, Linda Smith, Bob Spellman, Barry Streeter, Kent Thomas, 
Margie Thomas, Stacey Toenjes, Crissy Vandygriff, Robert Weik-
ert, Stormy White, Kelly Whitney, Grace Ziegler, Jamie Ziegler, 
Jason and Rachel;  
 

For those in service of our country: Joshua Arbogast, Sean  
Arbogast, Neal Ballas, Dan Durbin, Steven Gates, Daniel 
Gearhart, Kenneth Gearhart, Beth Graboritz, Gene Hart, 
Kalen Jones, Dustin Kelley, Dan Kitchell, Eric Lunan, Tyler 
Murphy, Nathan Scott, Ryan Smith, Philip Surrey, Travis  
Welborn, Creighton Worley;   
 

Those celebrating August birthdays 
  

      2 Greg Lynch 
 3     Robert Jarvis 
            Quinn Pazderka 
  Michelle Ziegler    
 8 Henry Evans 
  Kathy Parsons 
 10 Eric Mannix 
  Laureen Torigian 
 15 Mark Slocomb   
 16 Elaine Thebus 
 19 Liz Briesacher  
 22 Bill Zimmermann 
 23 John Ledden    
  Jack Pidgeon                                            
 28 David Welch 
 29 Jeff Nieman                        
    31      Laura Mannix 
 

 

Those celebrating anniversaries  
  

 2 Brian & Gina Maves   
 3 PK & Diane Johnson 
 4 Steven & Mary Mathus 
 5 James Viguerie & Julie Herr  
 19 Tom & Marilyn Boschert 

Short Takes  
An Instructed Eucharist 

Aug. 5,12,19 
On the first three Sundays of August, Father  
Coleman will offer instructions and discuss “Why 
We Worship the Way We Do at the Eucharist.” This 
will take place during the sermons.  
 

SHINE 
Join members of Saint Mark Lutheran Church and 
Saint George’s Episcopal Church for the SHINE 
Contemporary service. The next service takes place 
on August 4, 6:00 p.m. in the chapel. 
 

Register for Sunday School 
On Sunday, September 9 at 9:00 a.m., Sunday 
School begins anew. You can register your student 
on line: https://bit.ly/2KlJqWv or register on Rally 
Day, Sunday, September 26, between services.     
 

Calling all Lectors and Chalice Bearers! 
Father Coleman is holding a meeting with all lectors 
and chalice bearers on Sunday, August 12, 9:15 a.m. 
in the conference room. 
 

Reviewing & Projecting 
Fr. Coleman has set a date for the next Liturgical 
Commission meeting on Sunday, August 19 at 9:15 
a.m. in the Conference Room.  
 

E-Giving Coming Soon!  
This Fall we will begin accepting electronic pay-
ments on a new page on the church website or a free 
mobile app for smartphones. The program will ac-
cept credit and debit cards as well as electronic 
checks (ACH). More details will follow soon! 
 

Welcoming Peace Lutheran Church 
Very soon, you may see some new faces between the 
Eucharists. Some members of Peace Lutheran 
Church, a congregation that will celebrate its final 
service on August 12, will begin attending Saint 
Mark Lutheran Church. Saint Mark and Saint 
George's look forward to meeting these folks.   
 

Photo Opp 
Henry Evans is seeking photos for publication in 
upcoming editions of the Dragon. Photos could in-
clude all parish events, ministry (group) photos, and 
a variety of pics. Images should be sent to  
stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net.  
 

O  God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, 
we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another 

year. Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and 
strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

—From the Book of Common Prayer 

Prayers & Petitions 

mailto:stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net


4 

FAITHFULNESS  - Cont.  
 

authorize liturgies so as to provide for marriage between persons of the same sex. The new rites required permis-
sion of the Bishop to be used, and I declined to grant such permission. The 1979 Book of Common Prayer (p. 
423), in accordance with all of its predecessors, the official teaching of the Anglican Communion, the overwhelm-
ing consensus of the Christian community across both space and time, resting upon the bedrock of Holy Scripture 
and the words of our Lord Jesus, teaches that marriage, established by God in creation, is a lifelong covenant be-
tween one woman and one man. It is my sense that a solid majority among both the laity and the clergy of the  
Diocese of Springfield adhere to this understanding. 
 

Our position is clearly a minority one within the Episcopal Church, and also runs against the cultural and legal tide 
in North America and Europe. So we are both a minority and a majority—a fairly small minority in our immediate 
environment and a quite substantial majority in the larger one. So it behooves us to behave well in both con-
texts—as the majority treating those who are the minority with the same grace and charity as we would, as the mi-
nority, hope those who are in the majority would treat us. Those who differ from us on this are not our enemies. 
The bond that unites us in baptism transcends our differences (though it does not make them trivial). I am, as ev-
er, committed to the hope that we may “walk in love, as Christ loved us.” 
 

However, this most recent General Convention has constrained the authority of bishops to simply prohibit same-
sex marriage within the diocese. This is deeply lamentable. It undermines and erodes the ancient and appropriate 
relationship between a bishop and a diocese as chief pastor, teacher, and liturgical officer. It obscures the sacra-
mentality of the Bishop’s identity and role, that all liturgical and teaching ministry in the diocese is an extension of 
the Bishop’s own liturgical and teaching ministry. The action of this convention flouts the notion that the Episco-
pal Church is true to its very name—“episcopal” means “pertaining to the Bishop”—let alone that it stands in the 
broad stream of Catholic Christianity. We have grievously erred, and are in need of repentance and amendment of 
common life. 
 

Contrary to what you might read in various media, though, the resolution passed by the convention is not simply 
carte blanche for any cleric, congregation, or couple that wishes to celebrate a same-sex marriage. First, none of this 
takes effect until December 2 of this year, the First Sunday of Advent. This is certainly a minor detail in the long 
run, but, in the meantime, it does seem worth mentioning. Second, such an event would need the consent of the 
Rector. Here’s the specific language: “provided that nothing in this Resolve narrows the authority of the Rector or Priest-in-
Charge (Canon III.9.6(a).” Since I am canonically the Rector of all unincorporated Eucharistic Communities, the 
general policy that I enunciated three years ago remains in force in those places. 
 

Most significantly, there is a special provision in the resolution for situations, like ours, when the Bishop is theo-
logically at odds with the decision of General Convention, per Resolve Clause #8: 
 

That in dioceses where the bishop exercising ecclesiastical authority (or, where applicable, ecclesiastical supervision) holds 
a theological position that does not embrace marriage for same-sex couples, and there is a desire to use such rites by same
-sex couples in a congregation or worshipping community, the bishop exercising ecclesiastical authority (or 
ecclesiastical supervision) shall invite, as necessary, another bishop of this Church to provide pastoral 
support to the couple, the Member of the Clergy involved and the congregation or worshipping community in order to 
fulfill the intention of this resolution that all couples have convenient and reasonable local congregational access to these 
rites; [emphasis added] 
 

In plainer language, here’s what this means: If a Eucharistic Community of the diocese wishes to conduct a same-
sex wedding, it will first, through its rector or senior warden, inform me of this desire. We will then arrange an in-
person meeting between the Mission Leadership Team, the Rector, and me. The first purpose of this meeting will 
be to discern whether there is indeed a consensus around the desire to hold such a ceremony. If a consensus is 
evident, we will discuss the terms, conditions, and length of the relationship between that Eucharistic Community 
and another bishop of the Episcopal Church. It will then be my responsibility to find such a bishop, to whom I 
will refer all the routine components of spiritual, pastoral, and sacramental oversight, including regular visitations, 
for an agreed-upon season. In temporal matters, such as participation in synod and payment of assessments, noth-
ing will change. 
 
 

 

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/resources/document-library/lambeth-conference/1998/section-i-called-to-full-humanity/section-i10-human-sexuality?author=Lambeth+Conference&year=1998
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FAITHFULNESS  - Cont. 
 

This is harsh; there’s no denying it. Should we come to such a point with any of our congregations, it will be a  

source of deep personal sorrow—indeed, heartbreak–for me. I profoundly love all of our worshiping communities, and 
it would be a grievous loss to be in an impaired relationship with any of them. Nonetheless, these painful measures are 
vitally necessary. Precisely because all liturgical and sacramental ministry is an extension of the ministry of the Bishop, 
and implicates the entire diocese in whatever is done, there must be a robust firewall between a community that receives 
same-sex marriage into its life, along with its clergy, and the rest of the diocese, including and especially the Bishop. This 
does not have to mean that there is anger, rancor, or anything but sincere love between such a congregation and the dio-
cese. The need for differentiation is not driven by emotion. But the rupture is real, because it deals with first things: the 
authority of Sacred Scripture, and the very doctrine of creation, which is the first article of both the Apostles’ and Nicene 
Creeds. Any response that takes adequate measure of the rupture is virtually sure to be painful in all directions. 
 

The impetus behind this enabling resolution of General Convention was a desire on the part of its proposers that all 
same-sex couples who wish to avail themselves of the newly-authorized rites will be able to do so in their home church-
es. I have just outlined the procedure for making that happen in our incorporated Eucharistic Communities. This may 
seem a minor point, but, as far as I can tell, there is nothing in it that nullifies my earlier prohibition on clergy of this dio-
cese presiding at same-sex weddings outside the diocese. That pastoral regulation, in the context of a cleric’s vow of obe-
dience to his or her bishop, remains in force. 
 

It brings me no joy to exercise the authority of my office in a way that brings consternation or grief to anyone, as I sus-
pect this letter will to some. The people of this diocese are my delight. I carry you daily in my prayers. I make no claim to 
infallibility, but I am determined, with God’s gracious provision, to be faithful to that which was entrusted to me on the 
day of my ordination and consecration in 2011. I take some comfort and inspiration from these words of St. Augustine, 
Bishop of Hippo in North Africa in the fifth century, part of a sermon he gave on the anniversary of his ordination: 
 

Let me therefore have the assistance of your prayers, that the one who did not disdain to bear with me may also deign to bear 
my burden with me.  When you pray like that, you are also praying for yourselves.  This burden of mine, you see, about which 
I am now speaking, what else is it, after all, but you?  Pray for strength for me, just as I pray that you may not be too 
heavy. Where I’m terrified by what I am for you, I am given comfort by what I am with you.  For you I am a bishop, with 
you, after all, I am a Christian.  The first is the name of an office undertaken, the second a name of grace; that one means 
danger, this one salvation. 
 

Go in peace, and pray for me, a sinner. 
 

+Daniel Springfield 
 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, 2018 
 
 

Going Batty 
 
 

We may not have a belfry at St. Mark, but we do have bats. Over the last couple of years, we have found numerous bats 
in the main church building: a couple of years ago, it was five bats over the course of the summer, whereas in 2018 we’ve 
found at least one per week in the parish hall, the vestibule, or the narthex.  
 

Part of the reason for the uptick in activity is that May, June and July are mating months for bats in Illinois. For this rea-
son, pest control companies cannot/will not remove the colonies during this time (we checked). Related to that, all 12 
species of bats inhabiting Illinois are protected by law. It is unlawful to harm or kill a bat.  
 

The first concern many people have about bats is rabies. Like most mammals, bats can contract rabies. However, less 
than one half of one percent of bats actually catch the disease. According to the CDC, people cannot get rabies 
from just seeing a bat in a structure, in a cave or at a distance. In addition, people cannot get rabies from having 
contact with bat guano (feces), blood, or urine or from touching a bat on its fur (even though bats should never be 
handled, especially bare-handed!).  
 

Cont. pg. 7 

https://www.episcopalspringfield.org/a-word-on-holy-matrimony/
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What’s Happening at Saint G’s? 

Double the Fun!  
WEDG Meets Twice in August 

The WEDG Women's Ecumenical Dining Group, 
will be gathering for DINNER, 6 pm, at O'Charley's 
on Wednesday, August 1st. O'Charley's, phone 622-
0405, is located at 1313 Central Park Drive, O'Fallon. 
Please call the church office, 233-6320, for reserva-
tions (head count). It’s Free Pie Wednesday, so please 
mark your calendars. 
 

Later in the month, the WEDG will meet again at 
Cobblestone Eatery and Drinkery in Lebanon. Dinner 
will be at 6 pm on Monday, August 20th. Cobblestone 
Eatery and Drinkery, phone 808-0330, is located at 
115 West St. Louis Street, Lebanon. This is a real treat 
not to be missed ! There is a wide variety of dishes, to 
include yummy appetizers and desserts.  Please call 
the church office, 233-6320, for reservations (head 
count). Come for Good Fun, Good Food, and Good 
Conversation! 

 

Book Club Meets the People of Mitford 
This month Saint George’s Good Book Club is read-
ing At Home in Mitford, the first bestseller in Jan  
Karon’s Mitford Series. This book chronicles the life of 
an Episcopal priest in the fictional town of Mitford, 
NC. Interesting storylines and diverse characters con-
tribute significantly to this “Must-Read.” The Book 
Club is open to all parishioners and friends. The next 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 23, 5:30 
p.m. in St. George's Youth Room. Participants may 
bring a Brown-Bag Dinner. Please RSVP Liz Stelling 
at 314-581-9017.   

 

Chili Cook-Off Preview 
Once again, Saint George’s will participate in the Chili 
Cook-Off on  October 5 and 6. Our parish has partic-
ipated for 23 years in the preparation and selling of 
Dragon Breath and Dragon Fire White Chili. All pro-
ceeds go to the Franklin Neighborhood Community 
Association. To volunteer or for additional infor-
mation, please phone David Buckley at 618-520-9333. 
See the September Dragon for a list of volunteer op-
portunities and more information. 

Sing at Saint Georges! 
The Choristers and Adult Choir resume regular  
rehearsals on Wednesday, September 5. At 5:30 p.m., 
the Choristers rehearse in the choristers' room 
(upstairs by the Sunday school rooms). All children in 
2nd-7th grade may join. The Adult Choir rehearses at  
 

7:30 p.m. in the chapel. New members are always wel-
come. Lift up your voice and sing! 
 

Reading, Writing, & ’Rithmatic  
Saint George’s Episcopal Church and Saint Mark  
Lutheran Church are collecting school supplies for the 
Franklin Neighborhood Community Association 
(FNCA). Donations are due by Sunday, August 12 and 
should be placed in a special  box in the Canterbury 
Room. Let’s help the FNCA supply young students with 
the following: 

 Crayons  
 Pencils  
 Colored Pencils  
 Mechanical Pencils  
 Erasers  
 Black Dry Erase  
      Markers   
 Pencil Boxes 
 Colored Markers  
 Highlighters,  
 Fine Point Black 

Sharpies  
 Watercolor Paint Sets  
 Bookmarks 
 Note Cards  
 Hand Sanitizer  
 4 Packs of Baby Wipes 

 Clorox Wipes 
 Pencil Sharpeners  
 EZ writing tablets  
 Composition Books 
 3 subject Notebooks 
 1” three ring binders 
 Reams of Copy Paper 
 Scissors  
 Rulers    
 School Glue   
 Glue Sticks    
 Compasses  
 Protractors  
 Calculators 
 Alphabet Flash Cards 
 Math Flash Cards  
 Earbuds or Headphones 

Donate to the Violence Protection Center  
Saint George's is collecting the following items for the 
Violence Protection Center: macaroni and cheese, pan-
cake mix, Pop-Tarts, cookies, diapers, and toilet paper. 
Donations may be placed in a special basket in the Can-
terbury Room. 

 

The Dragon Newsletter 
 

Official Publication of Saint George’s Episcopal Church 
 

Henry Evans, Editor 
 

Please e-mail copy and calendar items to  

stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net. 

The deadline is the 20th of each month. 
 

Send changes of address to the same e-mail  

or phone 618-233-6320 
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GOING - Cont.  
  

Because bats are nocturnal, the ones we’ve found at church have always been seemingly sound asleep. Most of the  
time they are not easily removed, and are simply gone the next day. If you see one in the church building, please do 
not disturb the bat. If it is on the floor, the best procedure is to simply place a box over the bat until the area is no 
longer in use, then remove the box so it can find its way out of the building when night falls. If it needs to be re-
moved, once the box is placed over it, a piece of cardboard can be slid under the box between the bat and the 
floor, then the whole thing carried outside and placed in a discrete location with the cover removed. 
 

Fun Fact: Although bats are among the most unique and fascinating of all animals, Leviticus 11:19 lists bats among 
the creatures deemed “unclean” per Jewish law. 
 

—Pr. Brian Robison 

Your Notes 
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Saint George’s Episcopal Church 
105 East D Street 
Belleville, IL 62220 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint George’s Staff & Officers 
 

Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield       Rector                     Rector Emeritus  
The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins, D.D The Rev. Canon Dale Coleman       The Rev. Canon Elliot Blackburn 

   

Music Director                                            Parish Administrator          Sexton  
Nancy S. Ypma, D. Mus.                        Henry Evans                     Mike Cardoza 
    
Senior Warden                           Junior Warden         Treasurer  
Stephen Skaff                Chuck Evans                                     Ruth Ann Weber 
 

Mission Leadership Team 
Class of 2019                            Class of 2020                             Class of 2021 
Lumley Bevineau                    Maryann Fernandez                 Margaret Brown 
Tom Boschert                         Beth Graboritz                        Charles Evans 
Stephen Skaff                          Brian Maves                            Sue Vaughn 
 

                                                Julie Herr, Clerk 

Office Hours    Contact Father Coleman       
Monday - Friday   fatherdale@sbcglobal.net     
9:00 am - 3:00 pm   For Pastoral Emergencies 618-789-3723  
618-233-6320 
stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net          
 

 

mailto:fatherdale@sbcglobal.net
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