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Our Prayer 

 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, 

and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish, 

that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and 

equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Discipleship 

"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 26:19-20). 

 

Established in 1880, St. George’s and its people have always sought to live out the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Sound 

preaching, heartfelt worship, adult studies, church school, lay ministry, and excellence in music remain integral 

parts of our worship and community experience. The outreach and ministry of St. George’s greatly expanded in 

1982 with the bequest of the Toddhall Retreat and Conference Center and the beginning of our relationship with 

St. Mark Lutheran Church, which since then has shared our campus. We eagerly look forward to a new chapter in 

St. George’s history with a new rector leading us faithfully as we carry out our mission:  

To love and serve the Lord and our neighbors as ourselves. 

Gathering for St. George’s Feast Day 

St. Nicholas visits the children 

 
 

What is so interesting about St. George's are 

the opportunities for leadership in this parish. 

There are as many ways to lead as there are 

people in the church. 

 

Witness 
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 St. George’s by the numbers 

A demographic survey of the parish this year yielded 74 responses, or about the same number as average Sunday 

attendance, representing a good cross-section of parish membership. 

Age: Respondents are: 

 18 and under 16% 

 19 - 30  0% 

 31 - 50  5 % 

 51 - 70   30% 

 over 70  49% 

Gender: 60% of respondents were female, 40% were male. 

Marital Status: Excluding youth, the majority of respondents (61%) were married; 39% were either single, 

widowed, or divorced. 

Membership: The average number of years of membership was 29, and broke down as follows: 

      0 - 5 years 16% 

    6 - 15  24% 

  16 - 30  16% 

  31 - 50  19% 

 over 50  24% 

Proximity: Most respondents (70%) travel 15 minutes or less to St. George’s, but some people (12%) travel 30 

minutes or more to attend.   

Parochial Report 2019 

St. George’s 2019 Parochial Report recorded 256 adult (age 16+) communicants in good standing and 37 youth 

communicants in good standing. Average Sunday attendance was 70 and Easter Sunday attendance was 180. 

Church During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

St. George’s has adapted well since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic under the leadership of Interim 

Rector Fr. Rob Eaton, whose ministry at St. George’s began just weeks before the crisis began.  

During each phase of the pandemic response, St. George’s has been able to continue reaching its members 

with worship, education, and prayer opportunities. And after several months of exclusively streamed services, 

which reached more than 100 people per week, we have moved back to two in-person Eucharists each Sunday 

morning, protecting the well-being of our parishioners with reasonable health and safety procedures and 

restrictions.  

 Throughout this challenging time, our clergy and lay leaders have demonstrated how to continue to 

worship and minister faithfully even in unprecedented circumstances. 

 

  

 
 

When I first came to St. George’s, I was at a spiritually low point. I had become a spiritual lightweight: off 

balance and floundering. God used special people, through their lives, words and prayers, to rebuild 

spiritual ballast into my life. The weight of His presence, love, strength, guidance and encouragement have 

filled me once again. How grateful I am. 

 

Witness 
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 St. George’s youth present the annual Christmas Pageant 

 

Worship 

St. George’s parishioners find joy in worshiping together. Our services follow a traditional liturgical style. We 

primarily use Rite II, but also use Rite I on occasion. We are a member of the Episcopal Diocese of Springfield, 

and our worship is moderately high church. We follow the Book of Common Prayer, using all forms of the 

Eucharistic Prayer and Prayers of the People on a rotating basis; we change mass settings regularly. Weekly 

hymns and anthems support the scripture readings. We are an attentive and inquisitive worship community and 

appreciate an insightful, spiritually rooted homily. 

COVID-19 has broadened our outreach opportunities. Currently, Sunday services are available in person, 

or online at stgeorges.wordpress.com. Zoom Bible studies are also in progress.  

Sundays 

Holy Eucharist 

8:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. with music  

 

 

  

 
 

For some reason, we “sampled” St. George’s one Sunday morning 

and have stayed for forty years. I was drawn to truly know Jesus. I 

felt a true peace upon walking into this church community. The 

peace and joy continue to comfort me, and I marvel in the 

wonders of God. 

 

Witness 
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Ministries and Outreach 

At the heart of St. George’s is a commitment to using our time, talent, and treasure to build up the Body of Christ 

and show forth His love in Belleville, the region, and the world. All our ministries exist for this purpose. We seek 

in all things to build up the church and strengthen it for ministry beyond our walls. 

Holistic Small Groups: Disciple-making groups meet the 

individual needs of parishioners and others through intimate 

communities where spiritual interaction nourishes God-given 

gifts, deepens faith and raises leaders: 

● Book Group   

● Christian Education   

● Coffee Hour   

● Cursillo 

● Cursillo Reunion Groups  

● EFM Reunion Group 

● Music Ministry: Adult Choir and Choristers 

● Order of St. Luke     

● Common Threads Prayer Shawl Ministry 

● Women’s Ecumenical Dining Group 

Ministries: 

● Acolytes 

● Altar Guild   

● Lectors and Chalice Bearers   

● Eucharistic Visitors 

● Liturgical Commission 

● Prayer Chain 

● Book Store 

● Community Service Commission 

● St. George’s and St. Mark Joint Property 

Commission  

● St. George’s and St. Mark Food Pantry 

● Meals on Wheels  

● Spiritual Enrichment Commission 

● Stewardship & Finance Commission 

● Ushers 

● Toddhall Retreat and Conference Center 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Highlight: The Common Threads  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Carol Belt initiated the Common Threads 

Prayer Shawl Ministry in 2004. Leadership has 

transitioned, but the ministry's mission to 

provide comfort to those suffering from loss or 

health challenges or to give thanks for recovery 

has never wavered. 

     Shawls and lap blankets packaged with 

special prayer notes initially went to                

St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, where the hospital’s 

chaplains offered these handmade gifts to 

patients and family members. The ministry also 

knitted or crocheted eyeglass cases so patients 

could keep their glasses safe during surgery.  

     Because hospitals can no longer accept these 

private donations due to safety restrictions, in 

2019 Family Hospice/ Heartlinks Grief Center 

became the new recipient of prayer shawls and 

lap blankets. It gives them to youth 

organizations, nursing homes, rehab centers, 

recipients of Red Cross assistance and anyone 

needing special blessings and comfort. Shawls 

and lap blankets are also available to                

St. George's parishioners. Anyone can make a 

specific request.  

    Those who make these shawls and blankets 

steep their work in prayer, and most shawls and 

lap blankets also receive a priest’s blessing. 

     Ministry knitters and crocheters have 

received many notes of thanks over the years, 

showing that each small stitch brings hope and 

comfort. 

 

 

St. George’s is a diverse church, committed to worshiping and sharing the good news. It is where I can work 

and grow in ministries that fit my talents and interests. Members appreciate and respect each other—it’s a 

good family! 

 

Witness 
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St. George’s Music Program 

Music brings joy and effectively engages people in church life.  St. George’s owns three pipe organs, two on the 

church campus and one at Toddhall Retreat 

Center. The magnificent 32-rank John-Paul 

Buzard Pipe Organ in the church was endowed 

by Audrey Marsh King in 1998. The Buzard 

Opus 19 features 26 stops, 32 ranks and two 

manuals and pedal. Knowing the organ would 

be shared by Episcopal and Lutheran 

congregations, Mr. Buzard designed it to play 

the music both of Stanford and Bach. The 

Anglican style organ has a warm rich sound, 

with a brightness in the higher pitched stops, 

and the ability also to play the rich, fuller 

textures found in Romantic music.    
 

Organist & Choir Director 

Nancy S. Ypma, D. Mus.,  

Northwestern University 
 

Church Choirs:  

St. George’s Choir 

Adult choir offering anthems ranging from 

Renaissance to contemporary, mass settings, 

Taize, and Anglican hymns, September-May. 
 

Choristers 

Mixed children’s choir ages 7-13. The choristers are trained in the Royal School of Church Music and sing twice 

monthly September-May. They also perform an annual spring musical. St. George’s co-sponsors one or two 

choristers annually to attend the Royal School of Church Music Camp at Toddhall.  
 

Folksingers 

Mixed adult folk group leads singing 

during joint Shine Services with           

St. Mark Lutheran Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Choristers perform The Life of the Party, a musical adaptation 

of the Mary and Martha story written by Allen Pote and Tom Long. 

 

 

The music at St George’s is 

inspirational. As a choir member, I 

know we are continually growing 

musically and spiritually as we learn 

and then sing anthems for the service. 

At times, when the Spirit feels close, I 

have the sense that as we sing, we are 

soaring with Him. This is such an 

uplifting and joyful gift. 

 

 

Witness 
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Christian Education 

St. George’s strives to build up the Body of Christ for all ages through Christian education. Classes for adults and 

children are offered September – May at 9:15 a.m. Bible study series are also offered.  

 

Nursery 

Our newly renovated nursery is available between 9:00 am and the end of the 10:30 Eucharist for children 

through 4 years of age. We strive to provide a safe environment with Christian care.  

 

Elementary 

St. George’s will begin implementing the Seedlings curriculum 

during the next year. This four-year program is designed for 

preschool through sixth grade. Developed in the Episcopal 

tradition, Seedlings provides an introduction to the Bible, its major 

themes, stories and events.  

 

Junior and Senior High 

Our junior high youth use the Sparkhouse Connect program.  It 

combines video presentations with Bible study, following five Old 

Testament units and five New Testament units, guiding our youth through the Bible over the course of three 

years. It focuses on three ways to experience the Bible stories: 
 

● See – Start lessons by watching an animated video that reveals a key biblical theme 

● Explore – Use the Connect Bibles to read, highlight, and sketch as they search for passages that relate to 

the lesson theme 

● Make – Make associations between biblical themes and their own lives with activities and projects that 

get them creating, collaborating, and connecting 

 

Confirmation 

Each year we offer an opportunity for our youth to prepare and be confirmed by our bishop.  We recently began 

using the program provided by the Episcopal Church, “I Will, with God’s Help.”  Over eight weeks a lay mentor, 

supported by our rector, engages our youth in prayer, scripture, the Book of Common Prayer, and exercises and 

activities to continue their spiritual journey and prepare for this important sacrament. 

 

Adults 

The adult forum features Bible and book studies. Recent programs include:  

● Awaiting the Already, Magrey Devega   

● The New Testament You Never Knew, Michael F. Bird 

 

Lenten Soup Supper series 

On Thursday evenings in Lent, parishioners gather for a light soup supper and presentations on selected topics. 

This year, until Covid-19 intervened, we read and discussed Richard Foster’s Streams of Living Water.  

 

 

 

  

 

A part of St. George's that I have always 

loved is the Sunday School program. It's 

helped me to strengthen my faith 

alongside other Christians. The music is 

also an important part of the Church. I 

love singing on Sundays and worshiping 

the Lord through music.  — youth 

member 

 

Witness 
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Toddhall Retreat and Conference Center 

Toddhall Retreat and Conference Center in Columbia, Illinois, is a ministry of St. George's Episcopal Church. It is 

about 15 miles southwest of Belleville and provides retreat facilities in a peaceful setting for groups large and 

small. Located on 45 acres, Toddhall offers a place where guests can relax, refresh and renew.  

 

Toddhall Retreat and Conference Center 

Toddhall is the generous gift of the late Charles and Virginia Todd, St. George’s parishioners. While 

attending a Cursillo in 1981, the Todds envisioned converting their rural home into a retreat center that would 

reach beyond denominational lines. They began inviting friends, family and church members to experience the 

benefits of retreat in this peaceful place, and in 1982 they donated their property to St. George’s, offering 

Christian hospitality, good food and a place for prayer and reflection. 

 Today, Toddhall serves as an oasis for people of all faiths, providing a welcoming and tranquil 

environment for groups and individuals to enjoy. The facilities include: 

● Five conference rooms, seating between 40 and 120 people  

● Sleeping rooms with private baths (two lodges with 45 rooms; additional lodging; accommodations for a 

total of 120 guests)  

● Dining hall (seating for ~136 serving breakfast, lunch, and dinner) 

● St. Cecilia’s Chapel, a consecrated Episcopal Chapel with a Wicks pipe organ 

● Labyrinth  

● Bonfire area 

● 1.3-mile walking trail 
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Guests choose to hold retreats at Toddhall to help foster spiritual, mental and physical well-being. In 

addition to faith groups, guests include schools, civic and service organizations, craft guilds, and individuals 

seeking retreat, as well as family reunions and weddings.   

 Charles and Virginia Todd had a dream, which became Toddhall.  As Charles observed, “God has called 

St. George's, through Toddhall Retreat and Conference Center, to provide an environment where Christian 

hospitality is experienced and shared.”  

 It is through this calling that we carry out the mission of Toddhall:  

 

Our hope is that your experience at Toddhall will instill peace  

and allow you to draw closer to God and His creation. 

We strive to provide the same personal service and generous hospitality  

created by our founders, Charles and Virginia Todd. 

  

An executive director manages Toddhall’s day-to-day operations. The Toddhall Board of Directors 

oversees Toddhall’s management at the direction of the vestry and rector.  The rector serves on the Toddhall 

board and has an essential voice in its deliberations. The rector has overarching authority for Toddhall’s 

governance and personnel, with the advice and consent of the vestry. 

 

 

              
 

…Feel the concerns of the hectic world slip away. Unplug for a while...this is truly a “get away” place…a haven 

for study, reflection and renewal. 
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Shared Life with St. Mark Lutheran Church 

In 1982, the young congregation of St. Mark Lutheran Church was meeting at the Philharmonic Hall in downtown 

Belleville and operating its offices from a neighborhood house. That year, St. George’s invited the St. Mark 

community to relocate its offices and church school to our campus. The following year, they began worshiping 

 

Members of St. George’s and St. Mark gather for a presentation. 

 

at St. George’s as well. St. George’s changed its 10 a.m. Sunday service to 10:30 to make room for St. Mark to 

worship at 9 a.m. 

 In the nearly 40 years since, this relationship has become ever deeper and richer. The many benefits 

include: 

● shared worship services, especially in Holy Week and on Ascension 

● shared ministry, most notably our Food Pantry, which serves nearly 2500 clients yearly 

● a collegial environment both for our music directors and for our clergy, and mutual help in pastoral care 

● key support for St. George’s 1987-91 redevelopment project, for which the Lutherans bought and 

developed a parking lot for the use of both congregations 

● partnership between the two Altar Guilds, with Episcopalians and Lutherans together caring for the altar, 

its appointments, and the cleaning and decoration of the church and chapel for holidays 

● shared responsibility for the buildings and grounds, with volunteers from both congregations mowing 

grass, raking leaves and tending gardens 

The people and clergy of St. Mark and St. George’s have discovered that this shared life has enhanced our 

mission and ministry in the Belleville area. There is a great deal of respect, support and affection between the two 

congregations, and a clear recognition that we are better together. We have every hope of preserving and growing 

this fruitful relationship in the future. 
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Stewardship 

St. George’s is truly blessed to be free of any debt and to have the generous financial commitment of its 

parishioners. This generosity is manifest both in financial support through direct pledge and plate offerings and in 

the countless hours of volunteer work offered to the church. This past year has been a challenging one as we are in 

a transition period. However, commitment to supporting St. George’s has not slowed, and our finances are on 

target with those of the previous year. 

 In addition, the ministries of St. George’s are supported by three separate endowment funds, each with a 

unique investment strategy and set of goals:  

● The Carl Watson Trust supports the ongoing operations of the parish by generating income to contribute 

to the operations budget;  

● The Florence Martin Bequest supports a variety of education efforts including providing scholarships to 

qualified students for tuition assistance, paying for Sunday School-related expenses, and supporting 

special educational ministries and education-related salaries; 

● The Charles Todd Bequest helps to support the ongoing operations and maintenance of Toddhall Retreat 

and Conference Center. 

These funds are managed by an experienced finance and investment committee composed of financial and 

business leaders from within the parish. 

St. Mark Lutheran Church also supports the ministries of St. George’s by contributing the hard work and 

know-how of many dedicated volunteers, maintaining a parking lot across the street from the church, and sharing 

responsibility for the facilities. 

We are very optimistic about the church’s financial future as we welcome a new priest. As the 2020 year- 

to-date summary indicates, our parishioners’ generosity and faithfulness have continued despite the challenges of 

a leadership transition and a global pandemic.  

 

2020 Financial Snapshot (through August 31, 2020) 

 Annual Budget January-August 2020 January-August 2019 

 2020 2020 2019 

Pledges and Plate 204,000 138,808 136,642 

Other Income 18,865 6,694 2,547 

  Total Income 222,865 145,502 139,189 

    

Total Outside Parish 33,430 21,825 13,919 

Total Parish Programs 4,100 362 3,208 

Total Salary/Related 129,034 84,780 99,448 

Total Administration 46,770 32,314 31,418 

  Total Expenses 213,334 139,281 147,993 

Net Income (Loss) 9,531 6,221 (8,804) 
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This Place 

“Surely the Lord is in this place! … This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven” 

(Genesis 28:16-17). 

 

Facilities & Grounds 

St. George’s buildings occupy just less than an acre, four blocks from Belleville’s revitalized central business 

district. The original Rural English Gothic church was built in 1882 with exquisite rolled stained glass windows. 

The education wing and offices replaced the original parish house in 1965. Redevelopment of the physical plant 

began in 1987, and the new church was built in 1991. Today the campus includes the church, the chapel, and the 

education/office building. 

 

 
 

The church building, which is fully accessible, provides: 

• a nave seating 325, sacristy, vesting sacristy and the Canterbury Room, a spacious narthex on the upper 

level of the church 

• a 32-rank John-Paul Buzard pipe organ with two manual keyboards 

• a 4,000-square foot parish hall with a commercial kitchen in the undercroft 

• St. George’s Bookstore, the Leslie E. Wilson Parish Library, restrooms and storage space, also in the 

undercroft 

The original church building offers: 

• a chapel seating 50 people 

• a Wicks pipe organ with two manual keyboards and 15 ranks 

• music offices 

• Memorial Garden 

 

 

 

 

 

 In the education/office building: 

•      offices for the rector and St. Mark pastor  •    nursery 

•      Episcopal and Lutheran administrative offices  •    conference room 

•      Christian education office    •    choir vesting room 

•      St. George’s-St. Mark Food Pantry   •    storage areas 

•      five classrooms       
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Belleville and the St. Louis Region 

Belleville is a great place to call home!  Nestled in the heartland of the Midwest, Belleville is ideally located, 

having access to all of southwest Illinois and the greater St. Louis metropolitan area with Scott Air Force Base 

nearby. Belleville and its surrounding communities thrive with opportunities for individuals and families alike, 

offering a small-town feel (green fields, farms, small business, and friendly neighbors) as well as big city luxuries 

(major/minor league sports, museums, attractions) right in its backyard.  Major interstate highways connect in all 

directions affording residents ease of transportation.  

 The City of Belleville was founded in 1814 and is the St. Clair County seat. Though its name is French, 

meaning “beautiful city,” a 19th century wave of German immigrants built and shaped the city, and its history, 

culture, school system, and architecture reflect this German influence. Founded in 1864 by German musicians, the 

Belleville Philharmonic Society is the second oldest continuously performing philharmonic orchestra in the 

nation. The city has produced national leaders in the arts, civic life, business, and sports.  

 The city has a wide range of affordable housing available in numerous distinctive neighborhoods, ranging 

from historic districts to modest family homes, to exclusive estate homes and golf course communities.  

 Belleville area schools have been nationally recognized for excellence. Southwestern Illinois College, 

McKendree University and Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville are nearby. Washington University and 

Saint Louis University also offer excellent educational opportunities right across the Mississippi River. 

 The health care needs of the Belleville area are served by two excellent hospital systems, as well as 

myriad supporting services, including long-term care facilities, home health care agencies, and regional oncology 

care centers. In addition, the nationally renowned medical centers of Washington University and Saint Louis 

University are just 30 minutes away. 

 Scott Air Force Base is located just east of Belleville and is the home of the 375th Airlift Wing. 

 Belleville cherishes culture and 

the arts. In addition to the 

Philharmonic Orchestra, its chorale, 

and youth orchestra, the city boasts 

the dazzling annual Art on the 

Square, the auditioned Masterworks 

Chorale, history museums, and 

multi-screen theatres (including the 

SkyView Drive-in, one of the last in 

the country.)  Local schools and 

community groups often host 

musical and theatrical events that are 

outstanding! 

 While Belleville stands on its 

own as a community, one of its 

strengths is its proximity to            

St. Louis. Major regional attractions 

include the Gateway Arch and 

museum, top-ranked St. Louis Zoo, 

the Planetarium and Science Center, the unique City Museum, the world-renowned Missouri Botanical Garden 

and Shaw Arboretum, the Butterfly House, Laumeier Sculpture Park, Missouri History Museum and numerous 

others. 

Art on the Square — the 

Number 1 art show in the U.S.! 
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 Arts institutions include the world-famous St. Louis 

Symphony Orchestra, Opera Theatre St. Louis, St. Louis Repertory 

Theatre, the spectacular Fox Theater, St. Louis Art Museum, the new 

St. Louis Aquarium at Union Station, and the Municipal Opera 

Theater — the largest outdoor theater in the country. 

 St. Louis is home to the Cardinals baseball and Blues hockey 

teams. The surrounding area offers great outdoor recreation: boating, 

hiking, skiing, canoeing, camping, fishing and more.  

 The St. Louis Metro-link mass transit system, with light-rail 

and bus service, connects Belleville to Missouri and the Metro East 

area of Illinois.  St. Louis Lambert International Airport is just a short 

distance away in North St. Louis. St. Louis Mid-America airport 

offering limited flight schedules is also conveniently located minutes 

away. 

 

To find out more about our beautiful city, here are some additional sites to visit: 

City of Belleville 

Greater Belleville Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

 
                       St. George’s white chili is always popular at downtown Belleville’s annual Chili  

          Cook-off. 

  

 

 

  

 

I was baptized and confirmed at St. 

George’s ... I grew up in this church and 

it is a part of me.  The beautiful music, 

the meaningful scriptures, and the 

dedicated people all help me feel closer 

to God. I want to continue to be a part 

of this family. I want St. George’s to 

flourish and grow so others can call it 

home.   

 

Witness 

https://www.belleville.net/
https://www.bellevillechamber.org/
https://www.bellevillechamber.org/


16  

Cornerstone 
“You are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:19-20). 

 

A History of Ministry 

St. George’s rich history stretches back to 1860 when Episcopal worship first began in Belleville. The first 

baptisms and confirmations occurred in 1865, and on February 5, 1880, a dedicated group of 18 members met to 

begin regular worship. They applied to the Diocese of Springfield to become a mission of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church as St. Luke’s Mission, though the name was later changed to St. George’s, presumably to avoid confusion 

with a neighboring Roman Catholic church.  

The beautiful gothic structure, which today serves as a chapel for smaller services and rehearsal space for 

the choir, was completed in 1883. After rocky early years, the church was debt-free by 1898 (thanks in large part 

to a very active Women’s Group), and the building was consecrated by the bishop in 1900, ushering in a new era 

of growth. The congregation voted to incorporate as a parish in 1928. 

Around the same time the church became a parish, it also began outreach to personnel at Scott Field, the 

nearby Air Force base. Those ties have been essential to the church through the decades, and St. George’s still 

thrives on vital contributions of military and civilian personnel affiliated with Scott. 

In 1982, two significant events expanded and enriched the ministry of St. George’s Episcopal Church. We 

welcomed St. Mark Lutheran Church to share our worship and office space, and for nearly 40 years since then, the 

Lutherans have been an active and important part of our parish life and have contributed much to our ministries 

and facilities. In the same year, parishioners Virginia and Charles Todd donated their estate in Columbia, Illinois, 

to the church to establish Toddhall Retreat and Conference Center. 

In 1987, a Redevelopment Committee appointed by the vestry began work assessing the physical plant 

and planning for the future. This effort culminated in a plan to renovate existing space and construct a new church 

building and parish hall adjacent to the original structures. The new building was consecrated December 8, 1991, 

and a subsequent capital campaign raised enough money to pay off the mortgage on the new church by 2000. 

After 140 years, St. George’s remains an important part of the Belleville community and the Diocese of 

Springfield. 

 

 

  
 

The stunning sunlight in the church itself with the giant cross over the altar made me feel warm and welcome 

the very first time we visited. We became St George’s members shortly after for many reasons. Smiles over 

the pews, fellowship in the parish hall.  We wanted to be part of that and our grandchildren to be part of the 

Sunday School Program. We love St. George’s church.     

 

Witness 
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Witness 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses … to the ends of 

the Earth” (Acts 1:8). 

 

 

  

My spirituality and faith in the 

Lord grows on the corner of High 

and D through participation in 

the Holy Eucharist... inspirational 

scripture ...powerful 

sermons...soul reaching 

music...the radiance of stained 

glass windows...reflective 

prayer...the grace of 

friendship...and receiving 

forgiveness. St. George's is my 

faith cornerstone. 

 

St. George’s is where, by God’s 

grace, I first came to faith and was 

encouraged to grow. I will always be 

grateful for all the saints who 

preceded me here, who prayed for 

me, nudged me, taught me, and 

walked every step with me as I 

came to know God’s presence and 

his all-encompassing love. It’s very 

possible that without St. George’s I 

would still be that lost secularist I 

was at 25. 

 

To me, St. George’s is like a family. 

I've made a lot of lovely friends 

from choristers and Sunday 

school. The parish helped my 

family and me through my 

grandfather's death, and Miss 

Nancy and Mrs. Jung have taught 

me everything I know about 

music. I've learned leadership 

skills through leading the children. 

Having been part of such an 

amazing church for so long has 

brought me closer to God. – youth 

member 

 

My wife and I felt at home 

the first time we visited St. 

George's. St. George's may be 

small, but it's a vibrant and 

diverse community of dedicated 

people quietly doing the work of 

the Kingdom of God—caring for 

the needy, worshiping through a 

faithful (yet never fussy) 

presentation of the liturgy, 

preaching the gospel soundly, and 

studying the Word deeply. St. 

George's is a caring and prayerful 

family, and we're blessed to be a 

part of it! 

 

St. George’s is a healing prayer 

church. We’ve had a prayer 

ministry for more than 50 

years. Members and visitors 

have been blessed with 

amazing mercies.  

 

St. George’s has provided a 

vibrant, welcoming community 

to raise our family and feed our 

spiritual lives.  It provides 

meaningful worship and 

opportunities to serve that 

enable me to have an active 

relationship with my Lord and 

Savior. 

 

 

 I started attending St. 

George’s after attending my 

best friend’s funeral. Returning 

the following Sunday in 

response to my grief, I felt the 

Lord’s presence and peace in a 

way that I had never 

experienced in the church I 

grew up in. I loved the liturgy 

and knew immediately St. 

George’s was my home. I was 

sincerely greeted, embraced 

and accepted with love and 

encouragement. 

St. George's is a family. Singing with 

the people I meet through Church 

somehow makes my day better. — 

youth member  
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Whom Shall I Send? 
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; 

send me!’” (Isaiah 6:8). 

 

 
The Rector We Seek 

St. George’s is looking for a faithful, spiritually gifted rector:  

● to be a leader among willing, able, and gifted parishioners for raising up 

Christian leadership in evangelism and discipleship formation; and who is a 

wise counselor with skills in nourishing loving Christian relationships, 

while providing pastoral care, fellowship, and support to our parishioners; 

● who knows that the growth of the Body of Christ depends on giving 

attention to those of all ages, both already incorporated into the Body of 

Christ through their faith in Jesus Christ and the sacraments, as well as 

those who are not, by proclaiming the gospel of salvation through sharing 

the experience of God’s presence and by being a patient teacher; 

● who will bless and foster our holistic small groups, and recognize their 

spiritual, pastoral, and fellowship value; and will acknowledge and 

embrace our relationships with St. Mark Lutheran Church and Toddhall 

Retreat and Conference Center as partners in the work of ministry and the 

building up of Jesus Christ’s Body; 

● who will proactively strive with us to develop and follow a 

comprehensive framework that will equip us for the growth of the kingdom 

of God through evangelism, education for discipleship, and fellowship 

within St. George’s and throughout the community, and be so reliant upon 

the power of the Holy Spirit that measurable growth is visible; in each of us 

and our families, and within our parish as we grow in numbers and 

understanding of God’s kingdom here in Belleville and its surrounding 

communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Robert G. Eaton 

Interim Rector 
 

Nancy S. Ypma, D. Mus. 

Director of Music & Organist 
 

Henry Evans 

Parish Administrator 
 

Mike Cardoza 

Sexton 
 

Dan Duncan 

Treasurer 

 


