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Reviewing & Preparing   
 

With a number of people attending in-person, socially 
distanced, and several others joining via livestream on 
Facebook, St. George’s held our 2021 Annual Meeting 
between the services on January 31st. It was nice to get 
back to something close to normal! Fr. Rob opened with 
a prayer and then discussed some key points from our 
by-laws and how we should conduct the meeting. Duffy 
Walters graciously agreed to be Secretary and was duly 
elected. Sarah Bender and Cindy Lynk were appointed  
to assist with the elections, and Charlie Laedlein served 
as Parliamentarian.  Then we dove into the agenda. 
 

After reviewing and accepting the minutes from our 
2020 meeting, I provided some comments on the my 
Senior Warden’s report, highlighting how everyone has 
stayed faithful to their giving and service to St. George’s 
during these challenging times. Fr. Rob took the oppor-
tunity to thank me and Bill Zimmermann for our dedi-
cation to getting things done, and reflected on the life of 
the parish over the past year. 
 

The elections followed. Typically, we would elect new 
members to the Mission Leadership Team (MLT); how-
ever, the current MLT is staying in place for continuity 
through the election of a new Rector. Once that occurs, 
St. George’s will reconvene the Annual Meeting for the 
purpose of electing three new MLT members, and 
thanking the outgoing members. We completed the fol-
lowing elections: 

Synod delegates: Brian Maves, Chuck Evans, and 
Cindy Lynk 

Synod alternates: Sue Vaughn, Dawn Jung, and Mar-
yann Fernandez  

Deanery delegates:  Cindy Lynk and Brian Maves 
Deanery alternate:  Chuck Evans 

Of note, Fr. Rob confirmed that these Synod delegates 
will also represent St. George’s at the Nominating and 
Electing Synods for our new Bishop. David Buckley of-
fered a resolution thanking the MLT members for their 
continued work and agreeing to stay through the elec-
tion of the new rector. That resolution passed. 
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We Come Full Circle 
 

We come full circle in this season of transition for 
St. George’s, as we began the formal interim minis-
try phase last year, and entered (appropriately) into 
Lent. This 2021 Lent will be just as formative for us 
as last year’s. I have several resources for you to as-
sist in our personal self-evaluation as Christians, 
mostly very traditional. Our Sunday liturgies are Lent 
liturgies, and, although not ever meant to be morose, 
they will take on a subdued hue (including releasing 
ourselves from the use of the expressive word, 
“Alleluia!”). The first 5 days of Lent are very dra-
matic, with Ash Wednesday and the Imposition of 
Ashes, as well as the use of the Great Litany in pro-
cession on the First Sunday. There will be a weekly 
study (both an in-person, and zoom only, as we have 
done a few times this past year).  We will be studying 
portions of the Letter to the Hebrews that relate to 
what we should be taught as beginner Christians, so 
that we have some assistance in providing a marker 
as we do our self-evaluation during Lent. A now out
-of-print book that I’d like you to read during Lent 
on the same subject is Canon Bryan Green’s, “Saints 
Alive.” *Hebrews, and Saints Alive have something 
of the same purpose, as Canon Green says in his 
Preface, it is “intended for the ordinary person who 
wants to know what it means to be a Christian and 
to lead a Christian life.” I will focus the group study 
time on Hebrews, but am asking that the book be 
read, too, as I will allude to it as the study goes 
along. And that means anybody can read it whether 
they are part of the bible study, or not. There will be 
Stations of the Cross in the Church, planned to be 
much more “stationary” since moving from station 
to station pretty much obliterates the continuing de-
mand for distancing (if you’d like to help lead those 
weekly gatherings, please let me know). As well, 
starting the day after Ash Wednesday, you will be 
asked to participate in another 30-days of Prayer, 
more intently focusing on  
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Financial Report FULL CIRCLE, from Cover 
 

the work of the Search Team, and the eventual work of 
the Mission Leadership Team in their rector discern-
ment. And, of course, all this leads to Holy Week, be-
ginning with Palm Sunday (which even under restriction 
went very well last year), and the following of the Pas-
sion of Christ through Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
and Holy Saturday. We’ll see how gloriously we can cel-
ebrate Easter. 
 

You don’t move into Lent, though, without completing 
the season of Epiphany. We like to talk about having 
Easter before us as we travail through Lent, having so 
great an encourager and motivator of the Resurrection 
to focus upon.  We don’t often think about having 5 or 
6 weeks of overwhelming testimony of God working by 
His desire in our lives and in the World to also motivate 
us moving into Lent in awe and humility. I don’t believe 
we are to overlook that Epiphany witness for St. 
George’s. 
 

A task that I want to at least get started with St. 
George’s begins with picking up the huge theme of Wit-
ness of the Resurrection, and Testimonies, heard 
through Epiphany, but also that we heard throughout 
the Easter season, complete with personal testimonies 
of St George members.  The next step was to fold that 
into the same call for evangelism we have been hearing 
during Epiphany, recalling the mighty works of God, 
and the Mission of Jesus, which is the Mission of the 
Church.   As we reflect upon and work on the matter of 
evaluating just how we are doing in our relationship 
with God the Father through Jesus Christ, and what 
that looks like in our daily life and walk as witnesses, as 
we even consider what it means to BE a Christian, and 
LEAD a Christian life, it begs the question of begin-
nings.  The task is to gather members of St George’s 
together who will help work on and pray for a plan for 
parish evangelism.  That’s not a new concept or work at 
St. George’s; it is necessary to revive it to be an even 
more healthy Christian community.  The strategy I’ve 
found that can be very helpful is to discover the individ-
uals in your life who helped in some way lead you to 
faith in Jesus Christ, and to invite those persons still in 
the parish to gather for an initial discussion and prayer.  
From that group will emerge a new momentum for an 
evangelism plan.   In the three parishes where I’ve used 
this strategy, the Lord has blessed it. 
 

So, as we move into this Lent with a theme of reflecting 
on the benchmarks of the Christian life so that we  
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George’s.  
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Saint George’s Parish Family 

We pray for:    
 
Parishioners:  Tom Boschert, David Buckley, Mickey  
Cattaneo, Nathan Elmore, Jorge Fernandez, Audrey Fouts, 
Barbara Gates, Don Gillen, Marilyn Gillen, Nolan Haefner, 
Bradley Harmon, Beverly Lee, Carol Ludwick, Mary 
Mohrman, Collette Parsons, Anna Rauh, Ronald Rauh, Liz 
Stelling, Jean Vaughn, Charles Wilson; 
 
Family & Friends: Tina Anshus, Pat Bennett, Ellen Burbage, 
Leah Casey, Steve Cattaneo, Father Gary Dalmasso, Mother  
Judith Dalmasso, Erin Dean, Julene Dial, Hope Doering, 
Heather Holden, Paula Holmes, Robert Laedlein, Kim Levick, 
Ismael Lopez, Ann Lowe, Jon Ludwick, Donna Lynk,  
Magdolna Magyarkuti, Brenda Martins, Charlene McCormick, 
Diane Metzger, Eileen Montgomery, Rena Moody, Gabby  
Murillo, Chranda Nelson, J.W. Oglesby, Thomas and Helen  
Partridge, Maggie Phillips, Trina Pierce, Bo Pritchard, Betty 
Radzik, Darryl Rideout, Larry Rigsby, Anne Rosanswank, 
Dave Ruch, Diane Sesson, George W. Sesson, David Sheard, 
Susan Sleaford, Bob Spellman, Thomas Stallone, Barry Street-
er, Sarah Steinhardt, Jemma Sullivan, Marisa Sullivan, Stacey 
Toenjes, Paul Travous, Robert Weikert, Kelly Whitney, Maver-
ick Williams, The Winchester Family, Grace Ziegler, Jamie 
Ziegler, John Ziegler, Kylie, for all who have been affected by 
the COVID-19 Epidemic;  
  
For those in service of our country: Joshua Arbogast, Sean 
Arbogast, Neal Ballas, Jeff Boschert, Steven Gates, Daniel 
Gearhart, Kenneth Gearhart, Beth Graboritz, Gene Hart, 
Dustin Kelley, Dan Kitchell, Eric Lunan, Jacob Marler, Ryan 
Marler, David Moses, Nathan Scott, Philip Surrey, Creighton 
Worley;  
 

 Those celebrating birthdays 
 

   5 Betsy Lynk 
   6 Kelsey Maves 
  Duffy Walters 
   7 Brian Maves 
 14 Pat Duncan 
  Elliott Hoffmann 
 16 Kylie Walters 
 17 Ariana Irby 
 18 Michael Harres 
  Claudia Zimmermann 
 19 Charles Laedlein III 
 23 Nolan Haefner 
 24 Diane Earhart 
 

 

 25 Everett Irby 
 
 Those celebrating anniversaries 
   5 Ed & Cindy Lynk 
 27 Charles & Diane Laedlein  
 

  

 
 
 
 

Musically Yours! 
 

At the heart of St George's, we surely find our Mu-
sic Director, Nancy Ypma, D.Mus.. For over 30 
years, Nancy has tied the liturgy within our services 
together with beautiful hymns, anthems, and service 
music. Upon careful listening to her preludes and 
postludes, one is given hints of the essence (the mu-
sic and the lessons found throughout each of these 
services). Nancy painstakingly matches the music to 
the lessons and the Gospel, even to the extent that 
she takes reams of music pieces with her on her va-
cations to find the appropriate works. 
 

Only Nancy's Shih Tzus, Wolfie, and now Georgie, 
know the multiple hours upon hours she practices 
to be prepared for our services, which includes not 
only how long each piece is, but  the optimum mix 
of sound from the organ. 
 

During "normal" choir years, she prepares for 
Wednesday night practices, having future hymns 
chosen, has sheet music laid out, and good naturedly 
listens to the moans and groans of "having to sing" 
an admittedly beautiful John Rutter piece. 
 

The choir, however, is convinced that her favorite 
"job" is rehearsing with the Choristers. She always 
has a big smile when relating stories of their antics, 
especially when it comes to their delightful produc-
tions after Easter each year.  
 

We at St George's are so lucky and so appreciative 
of having someone of her caliber, expertise,  and 
talent. Thank you Nancy for being at the heart of St 
George's.  
 
–Georgia Script 
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Chuck Evans, our Junior Warden, reported that pro-
jects continue around the church. We had two good 
workdays this year with over 20 people from St. 
George’s and St. Mark teaming up to clean up the 
grounds. Thanks to Bill Zimmerman, we completed 
the long overdue replacement of the roof on the office 
and education wings. St. Mark has regrouped on their 
project to add a bathroom next to the Canterbury 
Room. They are working with a new architect to draft  
a new design that reduces the overall cost. As trustee 
for the Endowment Committee, Chuck reported that 
although this year has not performed as well as previ-
ous years, our endowments are doing well, sitting at 
about $1.2M dollars at the close of 2020. 
 

Dan Duncan provided an overview of St. George’s 
finances for 2020 and the approved budget for 2021.  
Primarily due to COVID-19 restrictions on meeting, 
the cost of parish programs was significantly less for 
the year. We finished the year with a surplus of 
$8,248.00. We will call our new rector in 2021 and the 
expected compensation and benefits will increase our 
salary costs significantly. As a result, we are projecting 
a deficit of about $36,500.00 for 2021. The MLT spent 
two meetings discussing how to address this reality.  
They have settled on the option of calling our next 
Rector as a Priest in Charge, with a three year agree-
ment to work with us on growing the parish. working 
with the new rector. this will need the support of eve-
ryone in the parish,  
 

Our Toddhall Director, Kevin Korte, updated us on 
the tough year due to COVID-19. Most of the groups 
booked for this year cancelled and revenues were 
down significantly. Charles Todd’s generous bequest 
has enabled Toddhall to overcome this financially.  
Some smaller groups are already returning and most 
large groups that we depend on have been clear that 
they will be back in the upcoming year once COVID-
19 is less of a threat. Kevin thanked Margaret Brown 
and Vicki Hall who will be leaving the ToddHall 
board, and introduced Ken Gottschall and Kim Christ 
as their replacements on the board. 
 

Our various committees and ministries presented their 
reports, reaffirming that God continues to work 
through the people of St. George’s throughout this 
pandemic. Members were invited to speak. Bob 
Vaughn shared his reflection on what he has seen at 
St. George’s this year. There is renewed energy and 
excitement and we are thankful for everything we have 
continued to do through this year. 
 

The meeting was voted to adjourn until the election of a 
new Rector and Fr. Rob offered a closing prayer. 
 

–Brian Maves, Sr. Warden 
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might have a fruitful self-evaluation of where we are in 
that walk with Christ, let us begin with our very start 
with Christ. Let us recall the individual or individuals, 
perhaps in one, powerful moment, or quiet moment of 
simple coming to belief in Jesus Christ, or over a period 
of time, who assisted us.  Who is that person or persons 
who managed to introduce you to salvation in Christ?  
Who spoke to you the message of Good News that you 
needed to hear, and to which you responded?  And even 
since that time, who has ever given to you their testimo-
ny of their own coming to Christ, and in such a way that 
you were inspired to seek even more of Jesus Christ in 
your life? 
 

This will be a Lenten task for you to assist in this re-
development.  But don’t take all Lent to do it!  Pray and 
ask the Holy Spirit to bring to mind these names.  Don’t 
worry about all the names being people currently at St. 
George’s. Part of this exercise is this: give thanks for all 
those who have helped bring you to your relationship 
with Jesus Christ, and those who still do.  But for the 
sake of the evangelism task I’ve presented to you, do 
focus at least a bit of your reflection upon the current 
members of St. George’s. I’m going to want to know 
who those people are. On the Last Sunday after Epipha-
ny, February 14th, I plan to incorporate this gathering of 
names into my sermon. That would be a great time for 
you to have those names, put them on paper (or send in 
an email) and place them in the offertory plate. 
 

With love and prayer, 

 

–Fr. Rob 

 

So Nice to Hear Your Voice! 
 

When COVID-19 prevented us from gathering and wor-
shiping together this past year, a group of parishioners 
divided up our directory and called everyone. It was a 
great way to connect with people and share current in-
formation about St. George's. Dawn Jung oversaw the 
committee through 2020 and Nancy Buckley graciously 
volunteered to lead this ministry in 2021. Nancy’s team 
will be calling you every few months, during the year to 
check in and share fellowship via the telephone. 
 

–Brian Maves, Sr. Warden 
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News and Notes Saint George’s Episcopal Church 
Clergy & Staff 

 

Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield 
The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins, D.D  
 

Interim Rector 
The Rev. Robert G. Eaton 
 

Senior Warden 
Brian Maves, Senior Warden 
 

Junior Warden 
Chuck Evans, Junior Warden 
 

Treasurer 
Dan Duncan 
 

Music Director 
Nancy S. Ypma, D.Mus. 
 

Parish Administrator  
Henry Evans 
 

Sexton 
Mike Cardoza  
 

Rector Emeritus 
The Rev. Canon Elliot H. Blackburn 
 

Mission Leadership Team 
 

Class of 2021             Class of 2022  
Joan Barnes             Margaret Brown 
Maryann Fernandez            Chuck Evans 
Brian Maves             Sue Vaughn 
 

Class of 2023 
Jim Gillispie 
Vicki Hall 
Dawn Jung 

 

Duffy Walters, Clerk 
 
 

Schedule of  Weekly Liturgies 
 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Said in the chapel) 
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (With music in the sanctuary) 
 

Office Hours  
Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net 

618-233-6320 
 

After Hours Emergencies  
After business hours, please phone Senior Warden Bri-
an Maves with any pastoral emergencies, (618) 567-
8924. 

Ash Wednesday Liturgies  
 

Ash Wednesday, February 17, signals the beginning of 
Lent, a season that focuses on self-discipline in prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving. On this day the customary mark-
ing a cross with ashes on the forehead, symbolizes repent-
ance for sins and the temporalness of this earthly life. 
There are multiple opportunities for you to worship on 
Ash Wednesday. Reservations are required for St. Mark 
services only. 
 

Ash Wednesday Schedule 
7:00 a.m. St. George’s  
9:30 a.m. St. George’s  
11:30 a.m. St. Mark 
3:00 p.m. St. Mark 
6:00 p.m. St. Mark 
7:00 p.m. St. George’s 
 
 

8:00 a.m. Liturgies 
 

From February 14–February 28, the 8:00 a.m. Eucharist 
will be held in the sanctuary. Beginning on March 7, St. 
Mark Lutheran Church will resume Sunday worship. To 
promote safety, Saint George’s 8 a.m. Eucharist may be 
held in the chapel. Please watch the announcements for 
additional information and scheduling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bridging the Gap 
 

In February, Book Club will be reading Be the Bridge by Lat-
asha Morrison.  The next meeting is Thursday, February 
25 at 5:30p.m., location to be announced later (praying a 
restaurant will be open and that our members will feel 
comfortable to attend!). Roz Holden will lead the discus-
sion. New members are always welcome. Contact Sue 
Vaughn for additional information.    

mailto:stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net
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