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Annual Meeting 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in-person on 
Sunday, Jan. 31 in the sanctuary at 9:15 a.m. (in between 
the services). Proper social distancing will be observed. 
The meeting will include parish staff, officer, and minis-
try reports; a Rector Search Report, incoming Toddhall 
Board Members will be announced, and the 2021 budget 
will be presented. Elections will be held for Clerk of  the 
Annual Meeting, delegates to Diocesan Synod, and 
deanery representatives. Adhering to  procedures in Rob-
ert’s Rules of  Order, the annual meeting will be adjourned 
and reconvened, after the election of  a new rector, for 
the purpose of  Mission Leadership Team elections.      
 

It’s a Group Effort 
 

January is traditionally our month to hold St George's 
Annual Meeting. Last year, there was a unanimous vote 
to ask and allow the Mission Leadership Team to stay in 
place for the 2020 calendar year. Little did this group of 
men and women imagine they would be facing not only 
our search for a new priest, but the added, delicate intri-
cacies of running a church during a pandemic.  
 

Thank you is little enough that we can say to these dedi-
cated members. But Brian Maves, Sr. Warden; Chuck 
Evans, Jr. Warden; Joan Barnes, Margaret Brown,  
Maryann Fernandez, Jim Gillispie, Vicki Hall, Dawn 
Jung, Sue Vaughn, and Duffy Walters, Clerk, have defi-
nitely gone above and beyond in all of their efforts for 
St. George's.  
 

To all of you very special brothers and sisters in Christ, 
we truly do offer our very  heartfelt Thank You! 
 

–Georgia Script 
 

A New Year, A New Book  
 

On January 28, 2021, Book Club will hold their first 
meeting of the new year. Susan Fellner will be leading 
the discussion on the book, Transcendent Kingdom, by Yaa 
Gyasi. Do to the uncertainty of the pandemic, the venue 
is yet to be determined. Keep posted by watching the 
announcements. New members are always welcome. 

Tuition Assistance 

 

Applications are now being accepted for Florence 
Martin scholarships. These scholarships help pa-
rishioners further their education through tuition 
assistance. Guidelines and the application are 
available on Saint George’s website: http://
stgeorges.wordpress.com. The deadline is March 
1, 2021. 

Gifts of  Celebration &  
Commemoration  

 

Adorn the church with flowers and/or the sanc-
tuary candle. Place your order in the special book, 
located in the Canterbury Room. The cost of 
flowers is $50.00; any Sunday can be shared with 
other parishioners ($25.00 per bouquet). Candles 
cost $5.00. These gifts are given to the Glory of 

God and all commemorations will be published 
in the announcements.        

Filing, Phoning, and Finance! 
 

A temporary/part-time position is now available 
in a local CPA practice. The position begins in  
January of 2021 and extends through the tax sea-
son. Duties include answer phones, making calls, 
filing, and copying. Computer skills are a helpful. 
If you are interested, please contact parishioner 
Liz Stelling, 314-581-9017.   
 
 

http://stgeorges.wordpress.com
http://stgeorges.wordpress.com
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I 
 kinda thought the political weirdness of the 2020 year was 
mostly past us, and that we were now in the business of 
COVID recuperation – around the world – including the 

difficult matters of immunizing 7 billion (and who gets to go 
first), and our economies – our personal economies, and national 
economies.  But it has not stopped, being established on a very 
public stage of very different allegiances to different social, philo-
sophical and political platforms.  It is symbolic of a very messy 
burn-off that reminds me of folks I’ve ministered to who were 
going through serious detox.  NOTHING is right yet in their 
system, the toxins are being laid bare, there are convulsions, etc..  
And what makes it all worse with all that together:  there’s no 
guarantee that it will be any different for this person once mental 
and visual clarity is recovered.   And that is not guaranteed be-
cause whatever it might have been is still there that got that per-
son into the place where they decided to get drunk again, or take 
the addicting drugs they did.  I’ve seen God bring instantaneous 
healing; and I’ve seen God provide the strength and courage for 
the long-term heal.  On the other hand, I’ve seen people try to 

tough it out for themselves. They are blessed if they are regularly attending Alcoholics or Narcotics Anonymous, 
receiving the benefit of encouragement and admonishment from those also on the difficult road of maintaining 
sobriety. 
 
So God will always be the solution, through Jesus Christ.  Clearly.  By Grace or by direct healing. 
 
But now the question becomes in your minds and hearts, who is the drunk?  What are the national and community 
ongoing toxins?  Surely, you are street smart enough to know that an election won ( or lost ) is not the solution for 
what ails us.  An election of any sort, especially one that swings the opposite direction, does not solve our societal 
ills.  And in our case for 2021, it will be a reactionary swing which for a lot of voters was not the intention of their 
vote.  And, btw, try to keep your own reality steadfast when you hear the phrase “mandate.”  There was none.  
What we have proven only is division; and as discovered in so many exit polls, a division caused much by personal 
crudeness. 
 
Where do we look, then?  Even our church congregations are torn by the vicious rhetoric modeled by EVERY 
side of these local and national elections.  NO one can say they are the innocent, the righteous.  It has been a veri-
table, biblically proportioned, sin fest.   By the 10 commandments test, it would be a whole different look to divi-
sion, in this case those still in the camp, and those expelled from the camp.  But the same proportions.   I’d like to 
believe it would not be that way if that commandment metric was imposed upon Christian communities only.  We 
have enough trouble, according to St Paul, maintaining peace, love, acceptance, long suffering, kindness, you know 
the list of the fruit of the Spirit.  And so often St Paul would lower the boom on our own choice to be contrary to 
God’s will.   Our WILL, he says, is to choose to love even our enemies – that is, to BLESS them, not CURSE 
them.  Jesus, John, Peter, Paul never said that to love one another was an automatic result of our belief in Jesus 
and His resurrection. 
 
I wish I could impose that on our national leaders in Washington DC, even right at this very moment (January 14), 
to get on with business (as reactionary as it will no doubt be), and not carry out in front of us and the world a ma-
cabre rite of hypocritical vindication.  Any one person in that theater has an attached list of offenses, no question.  
And I wouldn’t identify it as a witch hunt, either, although I have no doubt that the kind of “behind the scenes” 
battle that C.S. Lewis would tag as “Screwtape”-like, or Frank Peretti would clearly classify as an invisible spiritual 
battle for the soul of the USA.  Don’t think, though, that any one political party, or even theology, can be pre-
sumed to represent the right or the wrong.  Because “Nothing is perfect, nothing is holy.” 
 

Again, what is our response as a Christian community?  We can’t call ourselves perfect, can we!  We’ve all had  



3 

our little skirmishes and large battles even in our own congregations (no denomination singled out!), and, sinfully, 
we have acted in church much like we see in our society life.  Closer to home, there are plenty of congregations out 
there who have torn themselves apart fighting about who the next Rector “should” be, and that’s even before an 
election takes place!   Whether out there, or in here, the listening process and then the community can easily be 
demolished by the atrocious words that we can lob at each other.  Is there no one to stand in the breach, and bring 
peace, and righteousness?!  (Isaiah 51, or Ezekiel 22)  
 
The answer always for the Christian is that WE – following the lead of Jesus the Messiah – are the ones who stand 
in between.  Determining how much we stand in between needs clear discernment.  But the first step will always 
be the same for each one of us.  Two things come to the fore immediately (and there are more): 
 

 St Paul and Jesus made it VERY, VERY clear that no government has any power except by the allowance of 
God providing power to be available in the first place.  And so, as St Paul adjures us,  WE are the ONES. 
WE are to pray, pray, pray for our “Kings and leaders” that their governmental hand will be full of wis-
dom.  We are to pray, something like President Bush said to President-elect Obama, “we all want you to be 
successful as our President”, for our elected leaders in such a way, and for the peace of the people and the 
workings of that entity. 

Jesus said we are to BLESS, not CURSE our enemies, whomever they may be.  Only Christians can under-
stand the possibility of such action. 

 
I can’t even speculate anymore what happens next for our nation.  We will go on, I know that.  But I am sickened 
by what I’ve seen, across the board.  There are flashes of sanity, reasonableness, true integrity, Christian behavior, 
but not enough.  
 
It’s up to us then to make sure we are doing the very least:  to maintain our faith in the only guarantee, which is 
Jesus Christ, and the very first step of Christian participation in our government, prayer. And linger in it.  And if 
called up higher in the societal struggle, then do so. 
 
With love and prayer, 

 

  
 
 

 

The Status of  Our Bishop, The Right Reverend Daniel Martins:  
Closure of  Ecclesiastical Authority 

 

I’ve known +Dan Martins for quite a long time.  I had taken on the first Rectorship of a small and fragile parish in 
the Diocese of San Joaquin in 1989, and about 5 years later he was elected as Rector of one of the west coast’s his-
toric early parishes in the same diocese.  We served there in California together until he went to Warsaw, Indiana, 
around 2007. 
 

It was a joy to discover last November that the now Bishop Martins was looking for an Interim to serve one of his 
parishes, St. George’s.  We’ve reconnected on many levels in this past year, including our mutual involvement with 
Communion Partner Bishops and Rectors.  I have a great admiration for his gifts and faith. 
 

Especially in that regard, in terms of theological integrity and substance to the clear proclamation of Jesus Christ as 
the Lord of all, and to the Holy Scriptures as the authoritative Word of God (which are the vows taken!), the Epis-
copal Church is now losing almost at the same time two bishops from their status as the ecclesiastical authority of 
a diocese.  As a result, the Church, and the diocese, is diminished with the closure of the episcopal ministry of 
Bishop Daniel Martins, and Bishop Love of the diocese of Albany. 
 

For our Bishop Martins, this will come to pass on February 1st when he will relinquish his authority as “the  
 

BISHOP–Back Cover 
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We Pray For: 

Parishioners:  Tom Boschert, Mickey Cattaneo, Nathan 
Elmore, Jorge Fernandez, Audrey Fouts, Barbara Gates, Don 
Gillen, Marilyn Gillen, Nolan Haefner, Bradley Harmon, Beverly 
Lee, Carol Ludwick, Mary Mohrman, Collette Parsons, Anna 
Rauh, Ronald Rauh, Liz Stelling, Jean Vaughn, Charles Wilson; 
 

Family & Friends: Tina Anshus, Pat Bennett, Ellen Burbage, 
Leah Casey, Steve Cattaneo, Father Gary Dalmasso, Mother Ju-
dith Dalmasso, Erin Dean, Julene Dial, Hope Doering, Joe Fitz-
patrick, Heather Holden, Paula Holmes, Maeve Kincaid, Robert 
Laedlein, Kim Levick, Ismael Lopez, Ann Lowe, Jon Ludwick, 
Donna Lynk, Magdolna Magyarkuti, Brenda Martins, Charlene 
McCormick, Diane Metzger, Eileen Montgomery, Rena Moody, 
Gabby Murillo, Chranda Nelson, J.W. Oglesby, Thomas and 
Helen Partridge, Maggie Phillips, Trina Pierce, Bo Pritchard, Bet-
ty Radzik, Darryl Rideout, Larry Rigsby, Anne Rosanswank, Di-
ane Sesson, George W. Sesson, David Sheard, Susan Sleaford, 
Bob Spellman, Thomas Stallone, Barry Streeter, Sarah Stein-
hardt, Jemma Sullivan, Marisa Sullivan, Stacey Toenjes, Paul 
Travous, Robert Weikert, Kelly Whitney, Maverick Williams, 
The Winchester Family, Grace Ziegler, Jamie Ziegler, John Zieg-
ler, Kylie, for all who have been affected by the COVID-19 Epi-
demic;  
 

For those in service of our country: Joshua Arbogast, Sean 
Arbogast, Neal Ballas, Jeff Boschert, Steven Gates, Daniel Gear-
hart, Kenneth Gearhart, Beth Graboritz, Gene Hart, Dustin 
Kelley, Dan Kitchell, Eric Lunan, Jacob Marler, Ryan Marler, 
David Moses, Nathan Scott, Philip Surrey, Creighton Worley;  
 

 Those celebrating birthdays 

   6 Vimal Buckley 
  Cindy Lynk 
        Matt Pidgeon 
   8 Charles Wilson 
 10   Matthew Cantonwine 
 11   Jackson Jarvis 
  David J. Lavely 
  Sammy Parsons 
 13 Evangeline Jarvis 
 16 Julie Herr 
  Beverly Lee 
 17 Wayne Jung 
 18 Bonnie Flach 
 21 Mickey Cattaneo 
 22 Becky Miller 
 25 Emily Scott 
 30 Don Carroll 
 

           Those celebrating anniversaries 

 10 David & Sheri Welch 
 15 Bob & Bonnie Flach 

 28 Dan & Pat Duncan 
 29 Bill & Claudia Zimmermann 
 30 Don and Nicole Carroll 
  Patrick & Tammy Walters  
 

           We extend heartfelt sympathy to 
  

 The family of Nancy Graves who died on 
 Dec. 13, 2020. Nancy was the sister of pa-
 rishioner Marilyn Boschert and sister-in-
 law to parishioner Tom Boschert.   
  

 The family of Jim Vaughn who passed 
 away on January 5. Jim was the father of 
 parishioner Bob Vaughn and the father-in-
 law of parishioner Sue Vaughn. 

The Collect for Epiphany 

Words of Thanks 

T he staff of St. George’s thanks the parish for  
the Christmas purse and extends blessings for    

a Happy New Year.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

 Fr. Eaton  Ruth Ann Weber
 Henry Evans  Nancy Ypma  
 Mike Cardoza 
 

J oan Barnes expresses thanks for the donations 
of toys to our parish Sunday School.  

O  God, by the leading of a star you manifest-
ed your only Son to the peoples of the 

earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to 
your presence, where we may see your glory face 
to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.  
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Checks and Balances Saint George’s Episcopal Church 
Clergy & Staff 

 

Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield 
The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins, D.D  
 

Interim Rector 
The Rev. Robert G. Eaton 
 

Senior Warden 
Brian Maves, Senior Warden 
 

Junior Warden 
Chuck Evans, Junior Warden 
 

Treasurer 
Dan Duncan 
 

Music Director 
Nancy S. Ypma, D.Mus. 
 

Parish Administrator  
Henry Evans 
 

Sexton 
Mike Cardoza  
 

Rector Emeritus 
The Rev. Canon Elliot H. Blackburn 
 
 

Mission Leadership Team 
 

Class of 2021             Class of 2022  
Joan Barnes             Margaret Brown 
Maryann Fernandez            Chuck Evans 
Brian Maves             Sue Vaughn 
 

Class of 2023 
Jim Gillispie 
Vicki Hall 
Dawn Jung 

 

Duffy Walters, Clerk 
 
 

Schedule of  Weekly Liturgies 
 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Said in the chapel) 
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (With music in the sanctuary) 
 

Office Hours  
Monday - Friday 
9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net 
618-233-6320 
 
 

After Hours Emergencies  
After business hours, please phone Senior Warden Brian 
Maves with any pastoral emergencies, (618) 567-8924. 

 

 

Don’t forget to “bring your offering,”  

by mail or electronic giving, to St. George’s.  

mailto:stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net
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Saint George’s Episcopal Church 
105 East D Street 
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Bishop” to the Standing Committee, but still be “active” with the diocese until his official retirement June 30, 
2021.   During this 5-month period, Bishop Martins will “enter” what is being termed a “transitional sabbatical.”  
Normally, one would consider a sabbatical as something of an intentional, focused, perhaps continuing education 
leave of absence.  In this case “He will continue to handle “matters that require the bishop’s actions,” such as ordi-
nations and deployment of clergy, though his schedule of official Pastoral Visits to congregations will cease during 
the sabbatical.  He will be available, however, to preach as invited, and even take services when a rector or vicar is 
absent. 
 

The background to what is an earlier than expected delegation of ecclesiastical authority to the Standing Commit-
tee (his initial announcement of retirement in 2019 was to remain as “the Bishop” until the end of June, anyway) 
has undertones of an non-articulated reason, but comes ostensibly due to a turnaround by the Standing Committee 
of the agreement for the Bishop to have his home outside of Chicago.  A mediation followed, and Bishop Martins 
and the Standing Committee agreed to the schedule as noted already.  
 

–The Rev. Robert Eaton, Interim Rector  
 

 


